


Clinton calls for ceasefire after refugee bloodbath 
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them for up to 10 minutes af- 
ter the first round bad landed? 
A Fijian soldier, looking at a 
dead woman lying at his feet, 
her neck encircled with blood. 


said simply; “The guerrillas 
j .fired six Katyushas from near 
our position. The shells cams in 
two minutes later. But the Is- 
; raelis know we’re here. This has 
been a UN battalion head- 
quarters for 18 yean. They 
knew we had 600. refugees 
here." 

“Indeed they did. The Israelis 
know that 5,200 penniless civfl- 
ians - too poor to flee to Beirut 
- are crowded into the com- 
pounds of the 4,500-strong UN 
force. The Fijian battalion 
headquarters is clearly marked 
on Israel’s mOitaiy mam The 
UN buildings were plastered 
with white and black UN signs. 
Thejr are lit up at night Not a 
soul in southern Lebanon is ig- 
norant of their location. Nor is 
the Hjzboflah. It is not the first 
time the guerrillas have fired 
their missiles at Israel from 
beside a UN building; when a 
Fqian officer tried to prevent 
the Hizbollah from firing rock- 
ets dose to his position on the 
coast road two days ago, a 
Hizbollah man shot him m the 
chest 

But does a HizboHab target 

of opportunity justify the night- 




Robert Fisk 

Foreign Reporter 
of the Year 

Qana, southern Lebanon - It 
was a massacre.- Not since Sabra 
and Chafila had I seen the in- 
nocent slaughtered like this. The 
Lebanese refugee women and 
children and men lay In heaps. 

Today's weather 

Dampm-tbe south but fine else- 
where.. 1 : Section TVpo, page 21 


their hands or arms or legs miss- sol die r stood amid a sea of bod- 
tended or cfisembow- • ies and, without saying a word, 
elled There were well over a held aloft the body of a head- 
hundred of them. A baby lay less child. 

head The Israe ^ “The Israels have just told us 

shells had scythed through them theyU stop shelling the area," 
as they lay in the United Nations a UN soldier said, shaking with 
shelter, believing that they were, anger. “Are we supposed to 
safe under the world’s proleo- thank them?” In the remains of 
tion. Like the Muslims of Sre- „ burning building - the con- 
bremcav the-Muslims of Qana -ferehce room of the Fijian UN 
were wrong.- headquarters— a pife of corpses 

In front of a burning build-,, was burning. Tie roof had 
ingoftbeUN’sFgianbattalida,: crashed in flames onto their 
headquarters, a girl held "a bodies, cremating them in front 
corpse m her arms, the body of of my eyes. When I watted to- 
a grey-haired man. whose eyes wards them, I slipped on a hu- 
were starmp at her. and <ch#» man 




were staring at her, and she 
rocked the corpse bade and 
forth, in her arms, keening and 
weeping and crying' the same 
words over and over: “My fa- 
ther, my father” A EapajrUN 

IRA's warning shift . 

Security sources believe the 
latest London bomb, the, fifth : 
since the end of the IRA cease- 

fire. was a warning shot hy die 
terrorists; John Major said the 
bomb, detonated on Mfednesday 
night in the garden of im efrm- 
ty house,, would not derail the 
peace process. Page s 
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So why did the Israelis kill ail 

these refugee civilians - more 

than 7(1 at the latest count -and 

go on sending 25 shells into the 
■ survivors and the bodies around 

ICforke stands firm l 

f Jhe Chancellor, Kenneth 
Qarke, forcefully held the lin e 
against strident calls from the 
rTbiy right for a giveaway Bud- 
get in a move which overshad- 
owed .attempts bv John Major 
.to. pac^r his 19fc leadership 
challenger John Redwood. 
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; mare scenes which confronted 
' us yesterday? Are Lebanese 
i dviliaiis worth so little on the 
, immoral . scales of war that 
, armies can write them off as 
i “collateral damage" while fol- 
r lowing the hopeless goal of 
i eradicating “terrorism" by gun- 
fire and blood? Thie, the 

Hizboflah should bear a burden 

of guilt, though they will refuse 
to do so. 

Bui Israel's slaughter of civil- 
ians in this terrible 10-day of- 
fensive - 206 by last night (- has 
been so cavalier, so ferocious, 
that not a Lebanese wfl] forgive 
this massacre. There had been 
the ambulance attacked on Sat- 
urday, the sisters killed in 
Yohmor the day before, the 2- 
year-old girl decapitated by an 
Israeli missile four days ago. 
And earlier yesterday, the Is- 
raelis had slaughtered a family 
of 12 - the youngest was a four- 
day-old baby — when Israeli 
helicopter pilots fired missiles 
into their home. 

Shortly afterwards, three Is- 
raeli jets dropped bombs only 
250 metres from a UN convoy 
on which I was travelling, blast- 
ing a house 30 feet into the air 
in front of my eyes. Travelling 
back to Beirut to file my report 
on the Qana massacre to the In- 
dependent last night, I found two i 
Israeli gunboats firing at the 


I civilian cars on the river bridge 
• north of Sidon. 

Every foreign army comes to 
grief in Lebanon. The" Sabra and 

; Chafila massacre of Palestinians 
by Israel’s militia allies in 19S2 
doomed Israel's 1982 invasion, i 
Now the Israelis are stained 
again by the bloodbath at Qana, 
the scruffy little Lebanese hill 
town where the Lebanese be- 
lieve Jesus turned water into 
wine. 

The Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres may now wish to 
end this war. But the Hizbollah 
are not likely to let him. Israel 
is back in the Lebanese quag- 
mire. Nor will the Arab world 
forget yesterday’ a terrible 
scenes. 

The blood of all the refugees 
ran quite literally in streams 
from the shell-smashed UN 
compound restaurant in which 
the Shiite Mus lims from the hill 
villages of southern Lebanon - 
who had heeded Israel’s order 
to leave their homes - had pa- 
thetically sought shelter. Fijian 
and French soldiers heaved an- 
other group of dead - they lay 
with their arms tightly wrapped 
around each other - into x- 
blankets. 

A French UN trooper mut- 
tered oaths to himself as he 
opened a bag in which he was 
TURN TO PAGE 2 
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Low IQ for dummies 

Babies pacified with dummies 
grow up to have lower than av- 
erage IQs, a new study has 
found. Researchers accidental- 
ly stumbled on the link, never 
! demonstrated before, during a 
study intended to establish 
whether breast feeding has an 
effect on IQ. page 5 


Launch ‘goes ahead 1 

Britain's first business-only Sun- 
day newspaper insisted its 
launch this weekend will go 
ahead despite the loss of its 
major potential tracker. Senior 
executives of Sunday Business 
spent yesterday frantically' seek- 
ing fresh financial backing for 
the venture. Page 20 


! Failure for Botham 

Jan Botham failed in his attempt 
to become an England Test 
cricket selector, the votes for the 
two vacancies at Lord's going to 
David Gravcney and Graham 
Gooch. Ray Illingworth, the 
chairman of selectors, has al- 
ready said he did not want 
Graveney. Page 2 g 


ROLEX 

of Geneva 

The seamless Oyster shell of a Rolex chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of stainless steel. 
18ct. gold or platinum. Within it lies a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starting at £1.155; the Oyster you 
always promised yourself is available from the 
Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 
Nor. we might add. from the Food Hall. 
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its troops 


DAVID USBORNE 

in New 'fork 

The Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, condemned the 

shelling by Israel of a UN 
peace-keepins' unit in southern 
Lebanon, as' senior officials 
indicated that they believed 
the attack had been deliberate. 

The Israeli strike, which flat- 
tened the headquarters of a 
Fijian peacekeeping battalion in 
southern Lebanon, triggered a 
diplomatic furore at UN head- 
quarters in New York as Arab 
governments demanded action 
bv the Security Council to bring 
an end to Israel's military ac- 
tivities in the area. 

A statement issued by the UN 



Boutros-Ghali : ‘Horrified 
and shocked’ at shelling 

secretariat said that the Mr 
Boutros-Ghali had learned of 
the attack with “shock and hor- 
ror” and that he “deplores and 
condemns this shelling in the 
strongest possible terms'*. 

On the critical issue of 
whether Israeli forces had tar- 
geted the facility, a top adviser 
to the Secretary-General, 
replied: “Yes. The Israeli de- 
fence forces know the precise 
positions of eveiy UN unit that 
is deployed (in the region)." 

UN officials simultaneously 
confirmed reports that Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas had launched 
Katyusha rockets and mortars 
at Israel from a placement 
roughly 300 metres from the 
UN facility, which was crowd- 
ed with more than 5,000 
refugees seeking shelter. 

The Fijian unit is pan of the 
Unifil force that has been de- 
ployed in southern Lebanon 


since 1978 and which now num- 
bers 4,5 6S soldiers. Nine dif- 
ferent countries make up the 
force, which is under the com- 
mand of Major-General Stanis- 
]aw Wozniak, of Poland. 

Information about the guer- 
rilla activity near the site bare- 
h 1 mitigated the UN's anger, 
however. Sylvana Fba, a UN 
spokeswoman, pointedly noted 
that the “Israelis have been giv- 
en precise locations of all Unifil 
positions and given precise po- 
sitions of all humanitarian con- 
voys in the area". She added 
that the installation used by the 
Fijians had been in the same 
spot for “years and years". 

It also emerged that Maj-Gen 
Wozniak had objected repeat- 
edly to the Israeli command 
over recent days about the 
threat that its military activities 
posed to the Fijian headquar- 
ters and the civilians sheltering 
inside iL The senior military ad- 
viser to Mr Boutros-Ghali, 
Frank Min Kappen of the Neth- 
erlands. was meanwhile dis- 
patched to the area to try to 
ensure that the incident is not 
repeated elsewhere. 

Leading the calls for Securi- 
ty Council action was the 
Lebanese ambassador to the 
UN, Samir Moubarak. He ac- 
cused Israel of flouting the UN 
charter and specifically Securi- 
ty Council Resolution 425 of 
March 197S, which called for 
the withdrawal of all Israeli 
forces from his country and led 
to the establishment of Unifil. 

“It is high time for the Israelis 
to understand that they have to 
comply fully with international 
law," he declared in New York. 
“They have to comply with the 
resolution (425) and withdraw 
immediately from our country. 
The cycle of violence taking 
place is a direct consequence of 
the occupation of Lebanon." 

However, efforts by the 
Security Council to agree a 
French ^drafted resolution call- 
ing for an immediate ceasefire 
apparently faced not unex- 
pected opposition from Amer- 
ica. Many diplomats considered 
it likely that some resolution 
would emerge last night. 
However, the US was believed 
to be wary of any text that ap- 
peared to condemn Israel, in- 
cluding one that called for a 
ceasefire. 


Devastation: UN soldiers surveying the damage to the Fijian troops headquarters outside the Lebanese village of Qana 

Top envoy sent to secure peace 


Photograph: AP 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

The US yesterday dispatched 
the State Department’s top 
Middle East specialist to the re- 
gion in a new bid to secure an 
end to the fighting which led to 
the yesterday's horrific carnage 
at the United Nations refugee 
camp in southern Lebanon. 

According to officials here, 
Dennis Ross, the special Mid- 
dle East policy coordinator, will 
try to forge a deal acceptable to 
both Israel and Lebanon (and 
by implication Syria, de facto 
protector and arms supplier of 
the Hizbollah guerrillas). If he 
succeeds, Secretary of State 


Warren Christopher, who con- 
structed a simil ar ceasefire be- 
tween Israel and HizboUah in 
1993, could himself travel to the 
region before attending a US- 
Russian summit in Moscow. 

The Israeli attack could not 
have come at a worse time for 
Washington. Not only does it 
threaten to change the dynam- 

• f.L. r.ll murall rWQM 


The slaughter is shaping up 
as an international public rela- 
tions disaster for Israel. It also 
demonstrates the lack of US 
control over its protegd. Whsh- 
ington had been seeking to end 
the fighting and even the New 
York Tunes , a staunch support- 
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tnreaten to cnange uie uyua Ul- - TLu 

ic of the faltering overall peace er offend, argued it sbouW halt 
process; it took place as Presi- its Operation Grapes of Wrath 
dent Clinton was en route from before playmg irretrievably into 
r a Tvm to Russia, where the Hizbollah’s hands. 


dent Clinton was en route from 
Japan to Russia, where the 
incident could dominate a vis- 
it designed to boost the election 
chances of President Yeltsin. 

Now, however, Washington 
fears that its Middle East peace 
efforts may unravel. 


That analysts here say, is pre- 
cisely what will happen now. re- 
inforcing the militant Arab 
argument that Israel is waging 
not a limited war against guer- 
rillas but a general war against 


ordinary civilians, and strength- commitment by Israel to_ ptdl 
erring rails for the Jewish state out of southern Ljbanmtm re- 
to withdraw from its “secu city turn for an end lobombaidment 
zone” in southern Lebanon. bv Hizbollah units of n ®JJhCTn 
Sympathy for HizboUah wili Israd. "Israel has to rapfrwdi 
only grow, intensifying inter- resolution 4~b, Sarmr 
national pressure on Israel to Moubarak, LebanonsUN Am- 
make concessions in any cease- bassador sai d yesterday, ref er- 
fire rfeflL That however is less ring to the 1978 UN rah for 
likely than ever the run-up lo Israel to end its 
next month's Israeli elections. Bur as US diplomats know, 
in which the Labour Prime ttei PY^^ tof . S5 T a, l ^ 1 ? 
Minister Shimon Peres is out to has 35,000 troops 
show he is as tough on terror- is crucial Indirectly the relore, 
ism as anyone. . a resolution of 

Terms for a truce, for which sis could bring closer the re- 
earlier separate American and sumption of the separate Israeli 
French initiatives are now joint- -Syrian peacetalks, suspended 
ty working, will almost certain- 
ly have to involve some future 


Israelis 
show no 
mercy to 
Lebanese 



Major refuses 
to lay blame 
for killings 



CRISIS 
LEBANON 


Within minutes of the shelling of the U.N. base near Tyre 
in Southern Lebanon, the Red Cross was on the spot 
providing vital medical aid to the injured. 

The Red Cross is currently the only international aid 
agency providing assistance throughout Southern Lebanon. 
We are distributing supplies to medical centres and clinics. 
We are giving mattresses, blankets and vital food aid to 
people who have left everything behind. And we are 
deploying 32 ambulances and 25 mobile Red Cross clinics to 
the areas of greatest need. 

Now we need your help lo ensure aid continues to reach 
those who need it desperately. Please give as much as you 
can today. Your donation can save lives. Thank you. 

Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0171 245 1000 

Or you can send a cheque or postal order with the 

coupon below. ■ 

+ Prirish Red. Cross 

Caring for people in crisis 
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JOHN RENTOUL 
Political Correspondent 
World leaders will today dis- 
cuss the Israeli shelling of the 
UN peacekeepers' base in 
Lebanon, the Prime Minister 
said as be set off from the 
Ukraine to Moscow yesterday. 

John Major said he wanted 
to discuss “this dreadful loss of 
innocent life" with other heads 
of state at the meeting of the G7 

world economic powers. 

“What we have to look at 
now is how we can prevent a re- 
currence," he said, adding tha t 
he had been in touch wth 
French President Chirac, US 
President Clinton, Israeli Pnme 
Minister Perez and Lebanese 
Prime Minister Harare. 

He said he thought a solution 
was “possible and 1 don't think 
we are a long way away from 
such an agreement" . . 

He refused to lake sides in 
the argument about responsi- 
bility for the start of the crisis 
in south Lebanon. 

“Everyone can look back at 
the Hizbollah attacks in Israel 
and the Israeli attacks in the 
Lebanon. That is non-produc- 
tive. What is productive is to 
make sure it doesn't happen 
again," he said. 

In the Commons, Michael 
Heseltine, the Deputy Prime 
Minis ter, also trod a careful line 
supporting the Israeli govern- 
ment without endorsing its at- 


tempts to punish Hizbollah 
guerillas in south Lebanon. He 

told MPs that, looking at the is- 
sues involved in “the attacks that 
Hizbollah have been making on 

Israel — it is quite apparent that 
one is facing a near-intractable 
problem of the deepest concern 
to the international communi- 
ty.” 

He was pressed by Labour 
backbench critics of Israel, in- 
cluding George Galloway 
(Glasgow Hfilbead), who con- 
demned the Israeli attack as a 
“reckless orgy of violence”. 

Mr Heseltine said he had per- 
sonally seen Fijian troops - 
who sustained many of yester- 
day’s casualties - serving for the 
UN. “They are an immensely 
impressive force and they do a 
wholly desirable task on behalf 
of the wider world," he said. 

Malcolm Rifland, the Foreign 
Secretary, said he was “grave- 
ly concerned” at the shelling. 

At Westminster, MPs divid- 
ed along pro- and anti-Israel 
lines. Emma Nicholson, the 
former Tory MP who crossed to 
the Liberal Democrats, said 
the attack was “utterly unbe- 
lievable". She said: “The Is- 
raels must stop. They are losing 
sympathy fast, but mucb more 
importantly they are haiming 
and hurting countless civilians 
and killin g even children." 



A rescuer carries the body of a child from a shelled apartment building in 
Nabatfyeh. The youngest victim was just four days old Photograph: Mohamed Zatari 

Attack ‘endangers’ peace 


tiassaaor saia 

ring to the 1978 UN call for FROM PAGE 1 - 

Israel to end its occupation. dropping feet, fingers, pieces of 
But as US diplomats know, people's arms. •• 
the involvement of Syria, which .. And as wc walked through 
has 35,000 troops uLLebanom this obscenity, a swarm of peo- 
is crucial. Indirectly therefore, pie burst mto the compound, 
a resolution of the current cri- They had driven m wddeomoys 
sis could bring closer the re- down from Tyre and began to 
sumption of the separate Israeli pull the blankets off the muU- 
-Synan peace talks, suspended lated corpses of their mothers 
after the spate of Arab suicide and sons and daughters and 
bombings m Israel. to shriek “AUahu Akbar" (God 

is Great") and to threaten the 
UN troops. 

We had suddenly become 
not UN troops and journalists 
but Westerners, Israel's allies, 
an object of hatred and venom. 
One bearded man with fierce 
eyes stared at us. his face dark 
with fury. “You are Ameri- 
cans,” he screamed at us. 
“Americans are dogs. You did 
this. Americans are dogs." 

President Bill Clmlon has al- 
lied himself with Israel in its war 
against “terrorism” and the 
Lebanese, in their grief, had not 
forgotten this. Israel's official ex- 
pression of sorrow was rubbing 
salt in their wounds. “I would 
like to be made into a bomb and 
blow myself up amid the Is- 
raelis," one old man said. 

As for the Hizbollah, which 
has repeatedly promised that Is- 
raelis will pay for their killing 
of Lebanese civilians, its revenge 
cannot be long in coming. Op- 
eration Grapes of- Wrath may 
then tum out then to be all too 
[led apartment building in aptly named. 


PHIL REEVES 

MOSCOW 

As the world watched in horror 
at the devastation inflicted ty the 
Israelis on a UN peace-keeping 
camp, Russia launched into a 
diplomatic row with Israel last 
nigh t accusing it of “seriously en- 
dangering" the Middle East 
peace process ty mounting at- 
tacks on southern Lebanon. 

The escalating hostilities be- 
tween the two were “totally un- 


• vj. 

been killed by an Israeli shell. 

“It is a path to nowhere. It se- 
riously endangers the peace 
process,” he said. He called on 
the Israelis to demonstrate re- 
straint, although he also con- 
demned “terrorist” attacks 
mounted against Israel. 

The ministry's comments 
echoed remarks made ty Yevge- 
ny Primakov, President Boris 


t Ub bevuiuiwg -v — — - — 

tween the two were “totally un- Yeltsin' s recently appointed Fbr- 
acceplable", said a spokesman eign Minister. Speaking on the 
for the Russian foreign ministry, eve of the opening of a Group 
Mikhail Deraurin, after learn- of Seven summit on nuclear 
ing that some 60 people had safety in Moscow, where the lat- 


est crisis is certain to be dis- 
cussed, at the very least behind- 
the-scenes, Mr Primakov said 
that Israel’s bombing of 
Lebanon, a “sovereign country”, 
was “not appropriate". 

Although Russia has itself 
been daily bombing Chechen vil- 
lages, he condemned the Israeli 
assaults, adding that Russia op- 
posed “all forms of terrorism”. 
Moscow was willing to help find 
a solution to the Israel-Lebanon 
conflict, he said. A meeting of the 
UN Security Council will be 
called soon, at the request of 
Arab nations, to discuss the lat- 
est tragedy, be indicated. 
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MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The scale of the casualties 
caused by Israel’s raids on 
southern Lebanon yesterday 
left France in an awkward po- 
sition, straddled between its 
earlier championing of 
Lebanon's cause and the more 
sympathetic consideration of Is- 
rael’s position towards which it 
appeared to be moving. Just 
when France seemed on the 


'J 

point of combining its own uni- 
lateral peace effort with the US 
initiative and perhaps winning 
some of the credit for an even- 
tual ceasefire, that ceasefire 
seemed further away than ever. 

This was an unfortunate turn 
of events for France, which has 
seemed to be at least one move 
behind events ever since Pres- 
ident Chirac initiated France's 
direct involvement by hosting 


the Lebanese prime minister in tended his Middle East shuttling against Israel from Lebanese unilateral aimm** a 
Paris on Sunday. Since then, yesterday, arming in Tel Aviv soil, and on HizboUah notto use- considerablvdSfiS-i 'nS - 
FVance has had to watch as the to meet Israeli and American offensive weapons against Israel stafomente Uke nf’ 

Americans aimed with their negotiators in an attempt to co- - all to be monitored by third narin^Sfhc f 

own peace plan, the Lebanese ordinate the two draft peace countries, including FfaiL aid MrS - 

prime minister travelled to plans. Tomorrow he sets off for the US pending a long^tSn 

London and the Israelis con- a serond visit to Syria, where be solution These details howev- ^cuss theQEreneh^v 

tinued raids which made Pres- could meet the special Iranian er, were released before Mr rip a,™, AmencanSiin 
ideal Chiracs ’Long live envoy. Charette met the AmerirSn ™-. ai ; dl ! ler e w asasMUr^ ;- 

independent Lebanon’ tall dur- The latest version of the plan negotiators, and there was nnk articles m the iTeiic^inetfeL, \ 

ing his recent visit to Beirut he is carrying is said to call on dicationof how it suiWdrh^ "^hiding thepro-CtocL« . 

sound hollow. Israel to refrain from all action meeting. *-d the Figaro, recognising ah&st for - 

The French Foreign Min- against Lebanese civilians, on Bv vesterd-tv it ,i„ - the first time the existence both 

sler, Hetve de Charette, cx* Lebanon to avoid all action clear that France^' 3 v 11 an Israeli point of xfew ah<b .. 

=» initially of an American peace plan. ' 
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^ • sorry for the harm done to civilians’ 
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Desperate voices 
go unheard as 
shells rain down 
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Trapped: A man calling for help in oil a rouse in Nabatiyeh where 11 people vrere killed by an Israeli aircraft attack 

Israeli deja vu on killing fields 
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PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

It was Inevitable and It has 
happened before. The slaugh- 
ter of some 90 Lebanese civil- 
ians at Qana by Israeli artHlety 
has torpedoed operation 
Grapes of Wrath, just as the 
massacre of 600 Palestinians at 
Satra and Chatiia doomed the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
1982 to political and military 
failure. A campaign intended to 
isolate Hizbollah, the Lebanese 
guerrilla movement, is uniting 
the Lebanese against Israel. 

Ehud Barak, the Israeli for- 
eign minister, said yesterday that 
the massacre at Cana was “ a 
veiy grave error”, and said: “I 
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am sure that along with every- 
one else we are very sorry 
about any harm done to civil- 
ians.’' Shimon Peres, the Prime 
Minister, said that Israel fired 
in response to the launching of 
a Katyusha from dose to the 
UN post where refugees were 
sheltering, but this mil be dif- 
ficult to square with previous 
claims of pinpoint accuracy. 

Heavy casualties were al- 
ways likely and it was only a 
matter of time before it led to 
the mass death of civilians. UN 
officers say that Israeli heavy 
guns have been firing over 3,000 
shells a day. Hie Israeli airforce 
confirms that it has launched 
over 1,000 airs trikes. 

The day before the killings at 


the Fijian battalion headquar- 
ters at Qana and at Nabatiyeh 
further east I was standing on 
the roof of the Israeli forward 
military headquarters at Mar- 
jayoun. It is an old yellow- 
painted building on a hill three 
miles inside Lebanon from 
which you can see Israeli gun 
positions and their targets. 

Colonel Amal Assad, a senior 
Israeli commander, pointed 
across a broad valley to the tops 
of houses of Nabatiyeh just 
visible over the ridge line, and 
said, in a qualification which 
seemed ominous at the time, 
there was “almost nobody left” 
in the town. “If there are any 
houses destroyed they are ter- 
rorist houses," he added. “We 


haven't damaged any civilian 
houses." The impression was 
that any house hit by a shell or 
a missile -as was one bouse yes- 
terday, killing nine people - 
would be designated retro- 
spectively as the home of a ter- 
rorist 

In the eight days since oper- 
ation Grapes of Wrath stinted, 
Israeli military spokesmen have 
stressed that the air and artillery 
assault is far more accurate 
than during the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982-84 or in Op- 
eration Accountability in 1993. 

Every precaution was being 
taken against hitting Chilians. 
New “smart” guided munitions 
are used. Electronic and human 
intelligence identifies Hizbollah 


targets. Even before the civilian 
deaths yesterday, all this was 
wearing a little thin because, if 
Israeli artillery and airstrikes 
were this accurate, why had they 
failed to stop HizboUah firing 
Katyusha rockets into Israel ? 

In feet, the Grapes of WSrath 
has repeated most of the Israeli 
mistakes of 1982-84, among 
them a “massive, indiscriminate 
downpour of bombs and shells" 
and carelessness about the fete 
of Lebanese civilians. 

In launching the operation 
Mr Peres wanted a cheap vic- 
tory six weeks before the Israeli 
election on 29 May. But he has 
created enemies with which Is- 
rael will have to deal for years 
to come. 


ROBERT FISK 

Qana, southern Lebanon 

We heard the shells that killed 
them. From the ridge above the 
road to the coast, perhaps four 
miles south of Qana, the Israeli 
155-millimetre guns were firing 
over our beads as we drove in 
a UN convoy from Tibnin to 
lyre. It was just after 2pm. 

AU day the Israelis had been 
firing into southern Lebanon. 

On a humanitarian convoy 
led by Commandant Eamon 
Smvth, an Irish UN officer 
from Dublin, I was travelling 
down the coast road a little af- 
ter breakfast when three Israeli 
jets swept out of the sky and 
dropped three bombs 250 me- 
tres to our right, spraying the 
UN vehicles with debris and 
bouncing our vehicles on the 
road. When the third jet dived, 
the crack of the explosion was 
followed bv the sight of an en- 
tire house’- walls, roof, chim- 
neys - climbing 30 feet into the 
sky in front of me. We sheltered 
behind the walls of a Fijian UN 
position, then gingerly contin- 
ued our journey, carrying blan- 
kets. water and food to the 
refugees in Irish UN com- 
pounds as the shells hissed over 
the road above us. 

It was on our way back that 
we heard the guns that would 
give new meaning to the of- 
fensive which the Israelis inex- 
plicably called - and surely 
with deep regret today - “Op- 
eration Grapes of Wrath”. One 
burst of fire sounded tike 
Katyusha missiles being fired 
from the area of Qana but my 
memory Insists that the sound 
came during - not before - the 
big guns fired into Qana. We 
could hear the Israeli rounds 
landing, great thumps, audible 
inside our thin-skin UN vehicle. 

It was exactly 2.10pm when 
the radio crackled in the front 
of the truck and Commandant 
Smyth craned forward to turn 
up the receiver. “Our head- 
quarters are being shelled,” a 
voice said, a Fijian voice with 
just a hint of anxiety. There was 
a confirmation from the UN’s 
operations headquarters in 
Naqqoura - just north of the Is- 
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Artillery ‘error’ costs 
scores of Lebanese lives 
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CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence correspondent 

If the Israelis did not intend to 
launch a heavy artQleiy strike on 
a known United Nations base 
where refugees were sheltering, 
the only other explanation for 
the attack at Qana yesterday is 
military incompetence on a 
previously unthinkable scale. 

could not believe tbe attach 
was deliberately targeted against 
a known UN position which 
would have been clearly 
marked on Israeli maps and that 
it must have been a “cock-up". 

There were reports of a 
Hizbollah multiple rocket 
launcher battery 300 metres 
away, but the Israeli forces 
should have been very careful 
if that was tbe target, given the 
dose proximity of a known UN 
base. The Fijian battalion, 
whose headquarters was set on 
fire, had been in the base for a 
long time. After nearly a week 
of continuous action it is pos- 


sible that tiredness and elation 
among the Israeli troops caused 
an error. If so, the error was very 
serious. 

Since Israel launched 
“Grapes of Wrath" a week ago, 
its vaunted military reputation 
has been severely challenged. 
The attacks on Lebanese vil- 
lages by Israeli aircraft have 
caused numerous civilian casu- 
alties, but failed in their staled 
aim of stiencing the multiple 
rocket launchers which have 
been firing at northern Israel. 

The reasons are simple. A 
modern artiUeiy force uses 
radar to plot the trajectories of 
incoming artillery and mortar 
rounds and can pinpoint the fir- 
ing position within a minute or 
so. Rockets are harder to track, 
and the so-called “katyusha” 
(“Little Kate") rockets fired by 
Hizbollah forces from southern 
Lebanon have often been fired 
not from multiple mountings on 
lorries but from individual 
launching rails which can then 
be abandoned. Western military 


experts are doubtful about the 
Israelis' attempted use of air 
power and artillery to neu- 
tralise the rocket launchers. 

“Without putting troops on 
the ground it's a waste of time,” 
one expert said yesterday. 
“They’re just alienating the rest 
of the population and acting as 
a recruiting drive for Hiztollah." 

.The Israeli armed forces 
have a technological edge over 
all their potential adversaries in 
the region, but there are weak- 
nesses. Although the air force 
and technical troops are high- 
ly professional, many of the 
Israeli ground troops are con- 
scripts. 

The Polish commander of the 
United Nations Interim Force 
In Lebanon (Unify), Major 
General Stanislaw Wozniak, 
said: “We were not aware that 
there was a HizboHah position 
about 300 metres away.” Israel 
has told the UN its troops have 
strict orders to avoid inflicting 
any casualties on UnifiL which 
has about 5,000 stationed 


raeli frontier on the coast - and 
then the Fijian voice returned, 
this time far less confident. 
“The rounds [shells] are felling 
here now," it said. “They are 
falling here now.” We had 
heard Katyushas several times 
during the day, fired from 
across the hills. But there was 
no reference to them on the ra- 
dio traffic, indeed, the operator 
at Qana may never have heard 
them. If was now 2.12pm. 

UN operations came back 
over the air. “We are contact- 
ing the IDF [Israeli Defence 
Force]." the voice said, appar- 
ently an Irish officer. But the Fi- 
jian’ returned, desperate now. 
“Do you understand?” be 
shouted. “They are firing on us 
now. The headquarters is hit. A 
building in tbe headquarters has 
been demolished.” We could 
hear that same thumping sound 
from across the valley as tbe 
zounds exploded on Qana. Back 
came the Fijian, so desperate 
that UN operations could not 
understand him. “Slow down - 
slowdown,” an Irish voice told 
him gently from Naqqoura. 

It was now around 2 .20pm. 
The sun was high in the sky. Vis- 
ibility was good. The distant 
sound of shells could still be 
heard. There were almost in- 
audible reports over the air. 
There had been six incoming 
rounds, then more. The guns I 
had heard were firing a shell 
every five seconds. A Lebanese 
UN liaison man came on the 
line from the burning Qana UN 
headquarters. “People are dy- 
ing here. We need help." 

Naqqoura came bade on the 
air. repeating that the Israelis 
had been informed. “Help is on 
its way, help is on its way. help 
is on its way.” We could hear the 
UN’s medevac emergency 
teams being ordered to Qana 
along with 70 UN armoured 
personnel carriers and every 
every ambulance in the Unify 
command. “Air medevac is un- 
der way," a voice said, pre- 
sumably at UN operations. “We 
have casualties, we have casu- 
alties, at least six dead." Com- 
mandant Smyth looked at me 
and said nothing. We both knew 
that there were 600 refugees in 


the Fijian battalion headquar- 
ters and that they must be dy- 
ing in their dozens. They were. 

By the time I bad passed Tyre 
to turn east towards Qana. Lhe 
UN operations room an- 
nounced that the Israelis bad or- 
dered a halt to all shelling 
across the UN zone to allow aid 
to reach Qana. It was untrue. 
Exactly two minutes later, the 
Irish UN troops at Tibnin ra- 
dioed Lhat that their battalion 
area was under Israeli fire. 

Driving at speed over the bro- 
ken roads to Qana with an ar- 
moured UN ambulance and a 
convoy of French and Polish 
troops, the shelling lost its pow- 
er to frighten. We could hear the 
bane and thumps outside the , 
vehicle, far away now, it 
seemed, perhaps in the Irish I 
area, but the moment we ap- 
proached Qana, we could see 
the dense douds of white smoke 
rising from the embers of the Fi- 
jian headquarters. When we ar- 
rived at the front gate, I found 
a set of bloody footprints at the 
gate and then a stream of blood 
running from a gutted building. 

So what, we were left asking, 
was the justification for such a 
bloodbath? The Katyusha rock- 
ets -six of them - had most as- 
suredly been fired from close to 
to Lhe UN compound at Qana, 
two minutes before the mur- 
derous burst of incoming shells. 
But the Israelis not only knew 
UN buildings were there and 
that they boused refugees; they 
could communicate via UN op- ( 
erations with the Fijians. | 

All morning l had heard UN 
posts across southern Lebanon I 
receiving Israeli warnings of , 
imminent air attacks in their ; 
area. Only a day earlier, how- 
ever, UN Irish troops had to re- 
treat from the village of 
Bradchit after the Israelis had j 
been informed that they were 
taking humanitarian supplies 1 
into the village. 

Yesterday, Fijian soldiers 
told me they received no Israeli 
warnings otincoming shellfire. • 
Ail they knew was when the first \ 
rounds came crashing down 
upon the 600 men, women and 
children in the headquarters i 
buildings. 3 
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Firepower: Israeli artillery pounding southern Lebanon 


troops in southern Lebanon. 
Five Israeli shells which land- 
ed near the headquarters of the 
UN base were believed to be 
155mm rounds fired from 
American M-109 setf-propeDed 
howitzers. The shells weigh 
about 1001b each and when they 
explode can kill people up to 
lOO metres away. 

Artillery is an “indirect fire" 
weapon, fired at targets invisi- 
ble from the gun position, al- 
though it is usually directed by 
observers who can see the tar- 
get. With modern mapping. 


laser rangefinders and un- 
manned surveillance drones, 
the first shells should land dose 
to the target, and the next sal- 
vo should be spot oil When 
“adjusting fire" artillery usual- 
ly fires one round at a time, not 
five. Even if the Israelis were 
aiming at a rocket battery 500 
metres away, they should not 
have hit the UN position and its 
presence should have been a 
major deterrent. 

Instead, they hit the Fijian 
UN headquarters, right in tbe 
middle of the position. 
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Islamists kill 


18 tourists in 


Cairo bloodbath 


EILEEN LAWRENCE 

Cairo 


tourists had packed for their 


An Easter tour by elderty Greek 
pilgrims ended m tragedy yes- 
terday when gunmen shouting 
"Allah u akbar", or "God is 
Great”, opened fire at their ho- 
tel near the Pyramids. 

Eighteen of the holiday- 
makers were killed and 16 
wounded, including at least 
three who were hospitalised in 
intensive care units. An Egypt- 
ian j.ian was also wounded in 
the attack. 

The tourists were moving 
from the Europa Hotel into a 
bus for a trip to the Mediter- 
ranean city of Alexandria when 
the four gunmen struck. One of 
the gunmen stood hack, stand- 
ing guard with a pistol, while 
three others Masted at the tour 
group with Kalashnikovs, wit- 
nesses said. They shot out win- 
dows on both sides of the bus 
and sprayed fire at the tourists 
lined up to get inside. 

Blood spilled down the steps 
of the hotel, which is popular 
with European package tour 
groups, and with Israeli trav- 
ellers. The hotel facade was 
punctured with huflct holes, 
and the stairs in front were lit- 
tered with bags of sandwiches 
and water bottles that the 


journey. 

There was no immediate 


claim of responsibility but po- 
lice speculated it was the work 
of Al-Gamma AJ-Islamiya , or 
the Islamic Group, which has 
claimed most attacks on tourists 
since 1 W. The group is dedi- 
cated to overthrowing Egypt’s 
secular government and in- 
stalling an Islamic regime. 

Analysts said, too, that there 
could be a connection with the 
carnage in Lebanon, where Is- 
raeli forces have been bombing 
in a campaign theoretically 
aimed at Muslim guerrillas. 

Mohammed Sid-Ahmed, an 
analyst with Egypt 'sAl-Ahram 
newspaper, said the gunmen 
may have mistaken the Greeks 
for’lsraeli tourists. 

“I think the event is very 
much linked to the Middle East 
situation." he said. "It's the 
biggest event of this sort in 
Egypt ever involving tourists." 

The last major attack on 
tourists on Cairo was on 27 De- 
cember 1993. when extremists 
armed with guns and explosives 
forced Lheir way aboard a tour 
bus in Old Cairo, wounding 
eight Austrians. But a damp- 
down by police drove the mili- 
tants south, and most violence 
in recent months has been con- 


fined to the Assiut area. As a 
result, the tight security that 
used to be provided at Cairo ho- 
tels has eased. 

The 88-member Greek tour 
group had visited Jerusalem 
for the Orthodox Easter Sunday 
last weekend, then toured 
monasteries in the Egyptian 
Sinai desert before arriving in 
Cairo. 

Anne Borkowska, an Aus- 
tralian travelling with the group, 
was leaving the hotel restaurant 
when she beard shots. 

"The man in front of me was 
shot ... in the legs,” she said. 
"There was blood everywhere. 
He must have died from the 
haemorrhaging.'' 

Ms Borkowska called the 


victims “martyrs”, saying they 
"died for the faith and belief in 


"died for the faith and belief in 
God . . . They died after wor- 
shipping and paying respects to 
the Almighty in Jerusalem.” 

A bellboy at the hotel, Sayed 
ZaghiouJ, said some of the 
tourists escaped death only be- 
cause they were behind the 
bus. "If the bus had not been 
there. It would have been 
worse,” Mr ZaghiouJ said. 

Some 920 people had been 
killed in Egypt in attacks in- 
volving Islamic militan ts be- 
fore yesterday's attack. Eight 
were foreigners. 
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of Egyptian 

travel risks 
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The Foreign Office last night 
warned British holidaymakers 
that their security could not be 
guaranteed if they travelled 
through parts of Egypt. 

As the implications of yes* 
today's massacre reverberated 
through the travel industiv, 
officials upgraded previous ad- 
vice to visitors to be vigilant. 
They warned that travellers 
Should not visit the central part 
of the country, including the top 
tourist destination of Luxor. 

A statement issued last night 
said: “Almost 300,000 British 
tourists visited Egypt in 1995 
without security incident. The 
Egyptian authorities attach the 
highest priority to protecting vis- 
itors. But, as the latest attack has 
shown, security cannot be guar- 
anteed and tourists appear, in 
this incident, to have been the 
deliberate target. Visitors are 
3 dvKed not to travel ty road, rail 
or river to or through the Gov- 
ernors le of Minya, unless they 
have specific business there.” 

The massacre comes just as 
the tourism industry was 
recovering from the first ter- 
rorist attacks four years ago. 

Despite the latest warnings 
Alex Woolfall, of the Associa- 
tion of British Travel Agents 
said many would continue to go 
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Police outside the Europa Hotel in Cairo yesterday where IB Greek tourists were 
gunned down. Muslim militants have been blamed for the attack Photograph: AP 


because Egypt was a unique des- 
tination. “If there is a threat 


tination. “If there is a threat 
from terrorism on a Caribbean 


pie follow the advice, sain mt 
W oolfall, who added that he 
travelled to Egypt la 51 month. 

“Militant groups have said 
they would target tourists since 
1992 and Egyptian authorities 
have spent a lot of money on 
tourist police," he said. 

“This is one isolated incident 
at a hotel outside Cairo. Five 
years ago, people would be put 
off by a bomb, but there has 
been fighting in northern Sn 
t jnica and people still go, and 
12,000 people went to Croatia 
last year despite the fighting.” 

Ahmed Sharaf, press attache, 
at the Egyptian embassy in 
London, said they* had few 
details of the latest incident but 
wanted to reassure tourists that 
“this is an individual attack 
and we don’t know what the mo- 
tives are. But it [Egypt] is safe *. 

A spokeswoman at the 
Egyptian Tourist Office, which 
has received caffe from have liens 
anxious about the situation, 
saict “The advice at the moment 
is to cany on with their plans.” 
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Bitter grapes of wrath 
land at Egypt’s door 
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Egyptian officials were tom 
yesterday between their com- 
mitment to Middle East peace 
and persuading tourists that 
the Cairo shooting was not a re- 
run of the 1992 campaign to 
wreck the tourist industry but an 
attack to avenge Israel’s raids 
on Lebanon. 

Yesterday's tragedy, seen by 
Egyptian officials as a case of 
mistaken identity, was not what 
President Hosni Mubarak had 
in mind last month when he 
warned Israel that its actions fol- 
lowing the Hamas suicide 
bombings could backfire. 

Only 10 days ago Amr Mous- 


sa, the Egyptian Foreign Sec- 
retary, told his parliament that 
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retaxy, told his parliament that 
Israel was partly to blame for 
creating Hamas by its collective 
punishment of the Palestinians. 
Predicting some action by Is- 
lamic radicals when Israeli war 
planes hit Beirut last week, 
Egyptian diplomats warned 
their Israeli counterparts that at- 
tacks on Lebanon could get out 
of hand and destroy Lhe peace. 

What they did not predict was 
that Egypt’s newly restored 
tourist industry would also ex- 
perience the bitter taste of Is- 
rael’s “grapes of wrath", as its 
operation in Lebanon is called. 

“It looks like a case of either 
mistaken identity or poor in- 
telligence on the part of el- 
Gamaai el-Islamia." said a 
Cairo based diplomat He was 
among many who believed that 
Islamic militants sympathetic to 
the Iranian backed Hizbollab in 
Lebanon carried out the attack, 
against people, in the words of 
one official “they thought to be 
Israeli tourists, or Jews and 
their friends”. 


- using three or four automat- 
ic weapons on the same oper- 
ation - was nor part of 
el-Gamaat el-Islamia’s usual 
strategy. The police have largely 
confined the members of the 
group to villages in the south 
and their operations for the last 
18 months have been limited to 
planting the odd bomb or at- 
tacks on individual officials. 
They also say Islamic terrorists 
are usually uninterested in for- 
eign policy, but they make dar- 
ing attacks like this when 
Islamic issues are involved. 
They also point at the call by 
Hizbollab and Iranian radicals 



Mubarak: Warned Israel 
about attacking Hamas 


The Europa Hotel is used by 
iraelis ana the Greeks who 
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Israelis ana the Greeks who 
were killed could easily have 
been mistaken for them. Many 
of the tourists arrived a day ear- 
lier from Israel on coaches as 
part of a flourishing tourist 
business combining visits to an- 
cient sites in both countries. 

Observers and security spe- 
cialist say the style of the attack 


for attacks against perceived 
Western Zionist targets. 

Fust to arrive at the scene was 
Egypt’s top security official. 
Interior Minister Hassan el- 
AJfy, who was appointed at the 
height of the campaign of vio- 
lence against tourists with a brief 
to use tough measures to reas- 
sure the Egyptian public that he 
would get the problem under 
control. By the middle of last 
year General el- Ally confidently 
reported to parliament that the 
extremists were on the run. 

It was a successful combina- 
tion of tough measures - which 
earned the Egyptian govern- 
ment condemnation by nation- 
al and international human 


rights organisations -and a de- 
bate in the media that made 
people . choose between two 
different faces of Islam. Mod- 
erates who have members in 
parliament were allowed to op- 
erate and publish freely. 

But the militants helped bring 
about their own defeat. Their at- 
tacks on tourists alienated the 
Egyptian public, a fifth of whom 
earn their living directly or in- 
directly from tourism. Last year 
witnessed the largest increase in 
tourism since the Gulf war as 
the militants' attacks were lim- 
ited to ambushing government 
officials in the south, planting 
bombs or harassing Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian minority. 

One of Mr Mubarak's advis- 
ers yesterday told the Indepen- 
dent the President always 
expected trouble from the mil- 
itants when the media 
presented a regional crises as a 
conflict between Islam and the 
West. There is an influential rad- 
ical Islamic/ Arab nationalist 
(rend in the Egyptian press 
and since Israeli planes began 
to raid Lebanon, Egyptian pub- 
lications have printed head- 
lines not seen since Nasser’s 
nationalistic speeches were used 
to ignite press attacks on Israel 
and the United States in the 
1960s. 

Throughout last week, not a 
single commentator, official or 
diplomat in Egypt directed any 
blame at Hizbollah for firing 
rockets into northern Israel. All 
blamed Israel. In private Egypt- 
ian officials admit they are 
aware of Hizbollah ‘s Iranian in- 
spired agenda of destabilising 


the peace process. 
Yesterday’s attai 


Yesterday’s attack, however, 
not only hit Egypt where it 
hurts, but also put another nail 
m the coffin of Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres’ vision 
of a aew Middle East where 
shared economic prosperity, 
built on open borders, trade and 
tourism between neighbours, 
would cement the peace. 
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Clarke 
spurns tax 
cuts to buy 
election 
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IRA is playing long 
game of violence 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, forcefully held the line yes- 
terday against increasingly 
strident calls from the Tory 
right for a giveaway budget in 
a move which overshadowed ur- 
gent attempts by John Major to 
pacify his 1995 leadership chal- 
lenger John Redwood. 

Mr Clarke, obliged to an- 
nounce a much tugher-ihan- 
forecasl £32.2bn borrowing 
figure, said that in the No- 
vember Budget; “It would be 
wholly wrong to attempt to buy 
the next election by irresponsi- 
ble tax cuts and we have no in- 
tention of doing so.*' 

Mr Clarke’s tough warning 
that his “main aim" was not just 
tax cutting shows every sign of 
being fully supported by the 
Prime Minister, who has regu- 
larly let it be known in recent 
weeks that the demand for tax 
cuts must be balanced by the 
need for quality public services. 

Mr Major never the less went 
out of his way to reassure Mr 
Redwood — one of those most 
strongly advocating tax cuts 
among other polity goals — that 
remarks he had made to re- 
porters on his flight to Kiev 
about “reckless and silty” poli- 
cies had not been a reference 
to Mr Redwood. 

In an unusual move, Norman 
Blackwell, head of the Down- 
ing Street Policy Unit, was au- 
thorised to tell Mr Redwood 
personalty that the Prime Min- 
ister not only had not been re- 
ferring to him, but — according 
to Redwood aides — had also 
read a weekend newspaper ar- 
ticle by the former Secretaiy of 


State for Wales and had agreed 
with much of it. 

The latest developments were 
fresh evidence of tensions be- 
tween Mr Major and sections of 
the party which a leading arti- 
cle ip yesterdays Daily Tclegnph 
did little to dispel. The pro-Tory 
newspaper declared the Gov- 
ernment a “disaster” and de- 
manded an outright declaration 
that it would not join a single Eu- 
ropean currency. 

This provoked a characteris- 
tically forthright response from 
the pro-European Chancellor 
who said; “There are parts of 
the Tory press which believe that 
Reaganomics and Euro- scepti- 
cism arc the answers to every- 
thing. Well, they’re not/ 1 

In (he Commons yesterday, 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, backed the , 
Chancellor’s insistence that (ax 
cuts would only lake place when I 
it was prudent to make them and 
insisted: “The conditions are 
now in place to secure a fifth 
Conservative victory. With ex- 
cellent economic forecasts and 
with improving standards in ed- 
ucation we shall see the present 
Prime Minister back in his pre- 
sent job after the next election." 

But right-winger, Edward 
Leigh, MP for Gainsborough 
and Horn castle, told BBC Ra- 
dio 4's World at One : “Kenneth 
Clarke won't admit now that his 
priority is tax cuts because that 
would give the impression that 
he was thinking politically, and 
he mustn't do that. 

“But of course we must have 
tax cuts. I know there will be tax 
cuts, there must be tax cuts, be- 
cause that is the way in which we 
can make it in our supporters’ 
interests to vote Conservative." 


The explosive device which 
went off in London on Wednes- 
day night, though small and 
causing no casualties, has pro- 
found implications for the Irish 
peace process. Unless some- 
thing completely unexpected 
occurs, it seems to signal that 
there will be no IRA ceasefire 
before June 10. 

All-Party talks involving the 
British and Irish governments 
are due to start on that dale but 
the absence of a new ceasefire 
wiD mean that Sinn Fein wQl not 
be admitted to the negotia- 
tions. 

While there is as yet no de- 
finitive indication that the bomb 
heralds an attempt to resume 
a full-scale IRA campaign, it is 
particularly ominous because 
the device shows the IRA is 
unimpressed by the plan for 
talks. 

Knowing that Sinn Fein 
would be excluded from the 
talks, the IRA thus seems intent 
on playing a longer game in 
which violence seems destined 
to play a part. 

Following the Dockland's 
bomb the British government 
technically satisfied the princi- 
ple Republican demand when 
it set a date for all-party talks. 




By that stage, however, the at- 
mosphere was so charged with 
poisonous mistrust that the 
prospects of another early 
ceasefire never seemed great. 

The main IRA concern was 
to establish that the Govern- 
ment would seriously engage 
with the peace process and that 
the proposed talks would be, in 
the words of a number of Re- 
publican sources, “for real". 
They wished to ensure that in 
the talks the odds would not be 
stacked against them, and that 
negotiations would not stall on 
the question of the decomis- 
sioning of IRA arms. 

Most Republicans, however, 
have concluded that John Ma- 
jor is in the business of making 
concessions to David Trimble’s 
Ulster Unionist Party in the 
hope of securing its support in 
the Commons lobbies. 

The IRA. in this instance, 
must have been aware that the 
explosion coming as il did on the 
eve of the second reading of the 
elections bQl would be generally 
interpreted as a gesture of op- 
position to the election. 


WhDe the election itself is not 
to their liking, the ground rules 
for the negotiations, which were 
published earlier (his week by 
the government, gave the im- 
pression that London was be- 
ing quite sensitive to 
Republican concerns. 

The ground rules contained 
no new element of major con- 
cern to Sinn Fein, on the con- 
trary stressing several points on 
which the Republicans had 
sought assurances. In particu- 
lar the document had the effect 
of reassuring the Republicans 
that the negotiations would be 
far-reaching rather than nar- 
rowly focused. If Sinn Fein was 
impressed tty any of this, the 
IRA was not. 

The bombing muddies the 
waters for everyone since it 
appears that Sinn Fein will be 
contesting the election while no 
IRA ceasefire is in existence. 
This means the party wffl receive 
a mandate which will be high- 
ly dubious. 

Those voting for it wfli not 
be unambiguously expressing a 
commitment to democracy and 
peaceful means. 

David McKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 


Bomb ‘a terror warning’ 


Water under the bridge: 
One of the West Country 
trawlers which sailed up 
the Thames yesterday as 
part of a protest at the EU 
Common Fisheries policy . 

Photograph: Philip Meech 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The latest bomb to explode in 
London - the fifth device to be 
planted in the capital since the 
end of the ceasefire - was a 
“warning shot" by the IRA, 
police and security sources be- 
lieve. 

But the Prime Minister said 
that the bomb, which was det- 
onated on Wednesday night in 
the front garden of an empty 


house, would not be allowed to 
derail the Ulster peace process. 

Most of the cordons around 
the bomb site were lifted yes- 
terday but a small area near the 
damaged house, in an exclusive 
neighbourhood in west London, 
continued to be searched by 
anti-terrorist officers. The 
Boltons is inhabited by the rich 
and famous. Residents include 
Liz Hurley, the model, and su- 
pennarket baron John Salis- 
bury and his wife Anya, Lord 


and Lady Sainsbuiy of Preston 
Candover. 

Little damage was caused by 
the small bomb, although near- 
tty windows were shattered by 
the blast 

The police believe the device 
was a warning by the IRA to 
show that they were still capa- 
ble of hitting targets in London 
despite losing one of their 
bombers, Edward O’Brien, who 
blew himself up on a London 
bus in February. 


Dummies ‘mean lower IQ’ 
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NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Babies given dummies as paci- 
fiers are more likely to have a 
low IQ as adults, a study by a 
Medical Research Council 
team has found. 

The surprising conclusion is* 
bound to prove controversial, 
according to the Lancet, which 
published the research. 

But the finding - a spin-off 
from a study aimed at estab- 
lishing whether breast-fed ba- 
bies are likely to be more 
intelligent - appeared inde- 
pendent of social class, of how 
many brothers and sisters the 


children had and of how young 
the mother was. . 

The good news from the re- 
search - which involved testing 
the IQ of almost 1,000 men and 
women is that the long-sug- 
gested link between breast- 
feeding and high IQ does not 
stand up. “Mothers who cannot 
or who chose not to breast-feed 
need no longer worry that their 
children may be less intelli- 
gent,” the Lancet said. 

But the finding that babies 
given dummies ended up with 
lower IQs is more puzzling. 
Catherine Gale and Dr Christo- 
pher Martyn, the study's au- 


thors, say there are several pos- 
sible explanations. Babies will- 
ing to take dummies may be 
slightly less intelligent. Those 
who look them may have re- 
ceived less stimulation. And 
dummy-sucking possibly makes 
babies less interested in their 
surroundings. 

A leading article in the 
Lancet, however, says other 
variables are probably at play. 
The best evidence, it argues, is 
that “intelligent, loving and 
caring mothers are likety to have 
intelligent children, irrespective 
of bow they chose to feed their 
babies." 
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Hague to 
publish 
findings 
of abuse 
inquiry 

ROGER DOBSON 

. The key findings of a two-year 
investigation into widespread 
■ abuse at children's homes in 
Clwyd. North Wales, in the 
1980s wall be published. But the 
published version may have the 
sections which could lead to 
posable libel anion by individ- 
uals named omitted. 

William Hague, the Secretary 
of State for WUes. yesterday or- 
dered councils and the three ex- 
perts who carried out the 
inquiry to produce a version of 
the report that can be safely 
published. He has also not 
ruled out the idea of a public in- 
quiry called for by the original 
jnquiry team Mr Hague has also 
instructed the councils to give 
the police and prosecution 
lawyers the full copies of the re- 
port to look for any grounds for 
reopening investigations. 

About 300 cases were origi- 
nally referred to prosecuting so- 
licitors by the police but only 
eight men were prosecuted. 
Mr Hague is also unhappy 
about reports of pressure by 
insurance companies halting 
publication of the report. 

“Suggestions that considera- 
tion relating to insurance cov- 
er prevent public interest being 
satisfied seem to me to be un- 
satisfactory,” he said. 

In a hard-hitting letter to Tom 
Middlehursu chairman of 
Flintshire - one of five councils 
to take over local government 
responsibility from Clwyd fol- 
lowing re-organisation last 
month - Mr Hague criticises the 
way the report has been han- 
dled. “U is a matter of great re- 
gret that a local authority 
should apparently have com- 
missioned an inquiry into (he 
important and sensitive issue of 
child abuse in such a way that 
not even the findings and con- 
clusions of the inquiry team can 
be made available to the pub- , 
lie ... the present situation is 
totally unsatisfactory." he wrote. 

“TTte legal advice you have 
received suggests that the report 
cannot safely be published in its 
potent form. Concerns about 
possible libel mean that publi- 
cation could give rise to nsfcs of 
grave injustice to individuals." 


Water shortage: Dry winter kept reservoirs low but regional firms pledge to maintain supplies 

Millions face 


more drought 
this summer 




NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

England faces a drought much 
deeper than last year. At a 
time of year when reservoirs 
should be near to overflowing 
after winter rains, they are 
only about two-thirds full or 
less across much of the country, 
due to far below average rain- 
fall. 

From now until next winter, 
there will be no further signif- 
icant replenishment of the 
reservoirs or the underground 
aquifers on which much of the 
country depends. Nearly all 
rainfall from April to October 
is taken up by plants and dry 
soil. 

Already, 13 million people 
served by five of the big ten re- 
gional water companies are sub- 
ject to hosepipe bans. But 
despite the lack of supply, the 
worst since the drought summer 
of 1976, almost all of (hem are 
confident that they can get 
through even a dry summer 
without drastic measures such 
as the use of stand-pipes. 

Yorkshire Water, the hardest 
hit last year, said there would 
be no need for arty road tanker- 
ing operations such as those 
which operated during the au- 
tumn and winter. Nor would 
there be any question of rota 


cuts, in which parts of large 
towns are cut on for 24 hours 
at a time. 

Only North West Water 
hedged its bets on the need to 
take drastic measures if the 
summer did turn out to be ex- 
tremely dry. “We have to make 
contingency plans - we would 
be remiss if we did not,' 1 said a 
spokesman. 

The companies say they are 
in much better shape to handle 
a drought than they were a year 
ago because of a sadden burst 
of investment in building new 
pipelines, pumping stations and 
water treatment plants and in 
reducing leakage. According 
to the Water Services Associa- 
tion, which represents nine of 
them, this amounts to £35 0m. 

This was prompted by the 
criticism heaped on them by the 
press, public and opposition 
politicians last summer, and by 
the realisation that water re- 
sources might not recover over 
the winter. 

The worst-affected compa- 
nies, North West, Yorkshire, 
Severn Trent, South West and 
Southern, have all had to find 
new ways of moving water 
around their regions from 
places of surplus to areas of 
shortage, effectively boosting 
their local grids in the process. 

Another tactic has been to 


Yorkshire supplies half full 


Some reservoirs serving 
drought-bit West Yorkshire are 
well under half full. 

Having spent £100m on 
boosting supplies, putting in new 
pipelines and cutting leakage 
over the winter, Yorkshire Wa- 
ter is now considering what ex- 
tra measures might be needed 
to keep its promise of avoiding 
road tankers and cut-offs later 
in die summer. 

The winter, like last summer. 


has turned out to be excep- 
tionally dry in tbe normally 
wet west of its patch. A 
hosepipe ban - which has little 
effect in winter --already covers 
some 3.6 million people, and 
there are also a ban on water- 
ing parks, sports grounds and 
car washes which do not recy- 
cle water. 

One option is to bring in huge 
quantities from neighbouring 
Northumbria Water’s regions to 
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seek drought orders from the 
Government, and now the new 
Environment Agency, which 
started work this month. One 
type of order allows them to 
pump extra water out of rivers 
during the winter, when flows 
are hi gh, into reservoirs. An- 
other type allows them to re- 
duce the “compensatory” 
discharges from reservoirs into 
streams which maintains a 
healthy flow. 

Jerry SherrifE, head of water 
resources for the Environment 
Agency, said: “By and large, 
those parts of the country that 
had a dry summer had a dry 
winter too. Rainfall has been 
very low for a long time.” 

Km the vulnerable co mpani es 
had planned for a dry winter 
and put effort into securing sup- 
plies, he said. Hie agency ex- 
pects that if there is a dry 
summer, some companies will 
appfy for further drought orders 
to take more water from rivers 
and reduce compensatory flows 
from reservoirs. 

“We’re not going to allow 
damaging the river and stream 
environments through low flows 
to be a soft option,” he said. 
“Before we grant any such or- 
ders the companies have to 
show us that they’ve tried to re- 
strain demand from their cus- 
tomers.” 
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the north, using pipelines and 
rivers. That company boasts 
the biggest reservoir in Eu- 
rope, Ke Drier Water, which has 
been under-used since its con- 
struction. 

The £l00m of investment 
spending in the past six months 
sounds impressive, but it is not 
huge in relation to the £13bn 
a year Yorkshire had budgeted 
to spend on capital works m any 
case. 
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IN BRIEF 


New iiuirder arrest < 

A second man has been arrest- 
ed in connection with the mur- 
der of elderly motorist Stevan 
Bopovitch. Give Jones, 25, of 
Giptoq, Leeds, appeared in 
court .for the second time yes- 

tewtey accused of killing the 74- 

year-ofd grandfather on April 6. 
Solicitor John Goodwin told 
Leeds magistrates his client 
was innocent and police bad pr- 
. rested -a -second suspect. The 
case was adjourned till today. 

Pilot drug charge 

- ApOra who made an emergency 
landing in a Hampshire field 
was remanded in custody ac- 
cused of possessing drugs. Gra- 
ham Jones, 38. from Sydenham, 
was arrested after more than 20 
kQos of herbal cannabis was 

' found near Where he landed his 

light aircraft. His passenger is 
critically ill after jumping into 
a spinning propeller. 

Survey welcomed 

Labour pro-Europeans wel- 
comed a survey of Labour MPs 
revealed in yesterday’s Itule- 
pendent , showing tbe party is 
deeply divided over Europe. 
Giles Radice, chairman of the 
European Movement, said it 
showed the party would move 
in their direction. Full details of 
the study by David Baker and 
David Seawrigbt at Nottingham 
Trent University will be pub- 
lished -in the magazine Parlia- 
mentary Brief next week. 

Gallery Bridge 

In later editions of -the Inde- 
pendent on Wednesday 17 April 
a model of a proposed Gallery 
Bridge- across the Thames in 
London appeared with an in- 
correct caption. The proposal 
should have been attributed to 
Richard Horden Associates. 
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HEATHER MILLS ~ 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Neglect by staff at the troubled 
Holloway jail - who dismissed 
police warnings about a suici- 
dal mother - contributed to her 
death, an inquest juiy decided 
yesterday. Staff were guilty of 
a “gross failure” to provide ba- 
sic medical care or attention. 

Depute telephoned and writ- 
ten warnings that Claire Bosley, 
34, was an “exceptional" suicide 
nsk, prison reception staff de- 
cided to leave her alone in a 
holding room. She was dead 
within minutes - although her 
body was not discovered for an 
hour-and-a-half, when staff 
realised she was missing. 

In an exact repeat of an ear- 
lier attempt on her life hours ear- 
lier while in police custody, she 
had stuffed, toilet tissue down the 
back of her throat blocking her 
auways. Mrs Bosley, who had a 
mne-year-okl son, had been ar- 
rested and charged last No- 
vember after confessing to 
gabbing t0 death her husband, | 

Barry. She was diagnosed as suf- i 

feting paranoid depression fol- < 
lowing a second ectopic 


Claire Bosley: unsupervised 

pregnancywtnch left her unable 
to have anymore children, the 
City of London coroner’s court 
was told. 

The unusual verdict is the 
first to criticise the authorities 
over a death in custody follow- 
ing a 1994 Court of Appeal rul- 
ing which limited inqoest juries 1 
powers to make lack of care or 
neglect findings in suicide cas- 
es. It amounts to the latest in a 
senes of damning indictments 
in the way the Prison Service has 
been treating prisoners in the 
country’s largest women's jail. 
The first came a week after 


Mre Bosley’s death, wito the un- 
precedented walk-out by the 
Chief Inspector of Prisons in 
.. protest at the infestation of 
rats, cockroaches and lice and 
. the“oveizeaJou$" security at the 
north London jafl. There fol- 
lowed an equally damning re- 
port from the jail's Board of 
Visitors, pointing to a com- 
plete management breakdown 
within the jail and highlighting 
concerns over the “degrading 5 
treatment of women. 

- The Board of Visitors had 
also raised concerns about sui- 
cide awareness, ‘saying that de- 
spite Mrs Bosley’s death and 
that of another women in the 
jail earlier in the year - train- 
ing remained inadequate. 

The inquest into Mrs 
Bosley’s death heard that the se- 
nior officer in reception who de- 
cided that she was not a “major 
risk” was a suicide awareness 
tracer. Further, the senior 
officer, Pauline Martin dale, ad- 
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Archaeological find: 14,000-year-old paintings offer clue to human evolution^ 
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Art exhibition: A painting found at Monte Alegre. Brarii 

. m & ’ ,,H5 « .~au emrrang rays, utners showed humans hunting Photograph: Ann Roosevet 

Ancient culture discovered in Amazon 
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1,10 P® 1 *®* form warning Holloway 
staff that Mrs Bosley was an “exceptional’ suicide risk 


fore making her own assess- 
ment She said her priority had 

been to deal with two other “<fe- 
raptive” prisoners, but the in- 
quest jury heard that staff 
■"processed” three other non- 
disruptive prisoners - admitted 
after Mrs Bosley- before notic- 
ing the dead woman’s absence. 

Tim Owen, barrister for Mrs 
Bosley's family, said the police, 
through constant supervision 
had struggled to keep her alive 
for more than 48 hours, where- 
as the Prison Service foiled to 
manage an hour. Inquest, the 
body which monitors deaths in 
custody, called for the Chief In- 
spector to investigate suicide 
prevention within thejaiL 
After the hearing, Michael 
Ainsworth, Holloway's deputy 
governor, said that changes to 
reception and suicide preven- 
tion procedures had been in- 
troduced. 


DAVID KEYS 

Archaeology Correspondent 

Archaeologists have discovered 
an unknown ancient culture in 
the heart of the Amazon jungle 
- including the oldest art ever 
found in the Americas. 

Dating back 14,000 years, 
the discovery changes the way 
prehistorians have viewed the 
early cultural and economic 
development of humanity. 

The discovery - published in 
the current issue ofthe US mag- 
azine Science .- shows for the 
first time that pre-agricultural 
Stone Age humans were able to 
survive and flourish in equato- 
rial rain forest conditions. 

This suggests that vast tracts 
of forest in Africa, South-east 
Asia and Latin America are 
likely to have been inhabited 
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long before academics had pre- 
viously thought, thus extending 
the range of the human race’s 
prehistoric habitable world by 
around 35 per cent. 

The archaeologists have also 
succeeded in dating cave paint- 


ings on the site - Pedra Pinta- 
da near Santarem in Brazil -to 
13-14,000 years ago, malting 
them the oldest art works ever 
found in the New World. 

The paintings- dated by hi- 
tech thermo-luminescence and 


calibrated radio-carbon dating 
- show fish, birds, deer and hu- 
mans, apparently masquer ading 
as insects, stars and comets. 

One painting shows a figure 
with an insect-like head and 
body, but human limbs. Another 
bizarre creature is shown foiling 
from the sky and has a human 
torso, a giant eye, and rays ra- 
diating from its head. Other 
compositions portray hunters 
with spears and spear throwers, 
and women having babies. 

Similar paintings are scat- 
tered over hundreds of sites 
along a 30-mile stretch of the 
River Amazon. 

The excavations - led by the 
US archaeologist Anna Roo- 
sevelt of Chicago's fomous Field 
Museum of Natural History — 
have also revealed one of the 
oldest securely dated human oc- 


cupation sites (also 14,000 years 
old) found in the New World. 

Dr Roosevelt suspects that 
the prehistoric inhabitants of Pb- 
dra Pintada were among the 
first human colonists of South 
America and that vast numbers 
of other rock paintings else- 
where in Brazil are also likely 
to date from this early period. 

“It was thrilling when we 
first reached the earliest occu- 
pation level in the cave. Now we 
plan to look for more sites - this 
time submerged under the wa- 
ters of the Amazon,” she said. 

. Huge aggregations of an- 
cient domestic rubbish, mainly 
shellfish food debris, suggest' 
people had permanent settle- ( 
meats in the New World more 
than 8,000 years ago - not that L 

long after similar developments ' 
occurred in the Old World. 
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Builders 
‘starved of 
capital and 

training’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Britain's housebuilding industry 
is locked in a vicious cycle of low 
investment and low productivity, 
building excessively standard- 
ised, relatively low quality but ex- 
pensive homes, according to a 
study published by the Joseph 
Row u tree Foundation. 

But while the industry could 
help put its own house in order. 
Government. has a role to play 
by reducing the volatility _ of 
the housing market which 
makes it difficult for builders 
and developers to operate, the 
study says. 

Investment in new housing 
has been failing for 35 years, 
reaching its lowest point since 
the Second World War over the 
past five years, and is far below 
that of other leading industri- 
alised countries. 

And while the demand for 
new housing is rising, there is 
little prospect that sufficient 
homes will be built, says the re- 
port by Michael Ball. Professor 
of Urban Economics at the 
South Bank University, London. 

“A standard response to sup- 
ply problems is to blame firms 
and workers as being specula- 
tors after short -term profits or 
lazy cowboys." Professor Ball 
said. 

Bui there is little evidence 
that the players in the market 
arc individually failing. Rather, 
the housing market is so volatile 
that it is hard for firms to plan 
ahead, and risky for them to in- 
vest in training and new tech- 
niques. Hie result is a chronic 
shortage of skilled labour and 
too little use of modem build- 
ing methods. 

Meanwhile the industry is 
destabilised by a sharp increase 
in land prices followed by col- 
lapse as the housing market 
fluctuates up and down. 

The lack of new build means 
that homes with a design life of 
60 years are now expected to 
last far longer and twice as 


much is spent on repair as new 
building. 

Yet. the repair industry - fre- 
quently small undercapitalised 
jobbing builders who do no 
training - is fragmented, tech- 
nically backward and lacking in 
business skills. Professor Ball 
concludes, summing up 3 three- 
year project funded by the 
foundation. And reputable 
companies are left competing 
with "cowboy" firms who 
charge no VAX* some operating 
in the hidden economy. 

The unwillingness - and dif- 
ficulty- of demolishing existing 
homes and the relative lack of 
new urban building land is also 
leading to Britain's cities being 
"frozen in brick, wood and ce- 
ment . rather than aspic". The 
result is more pressure on 
greenfield sites, with Britain, by 
default . creating a system 
“whose outcome is greater 
preservation of the suburb than 
of the countryside". That Pro- 
fessor Ball added, “is surely is 
not what is desired." 

Professor Ball’s solutions in- 
clude the Government setting 
credible housebuilding targets 
and spending more on social 
housing - council and housing 
association homes. Thai spend 
should rise during downturns 
and fall during booms, helping 
smooth market volatility. Stamp 
duty, likewise, should rise and fail 
with house prices to smooth de- 
mand. And there should be 
more rebuilding “without re-in- 
troducing the mass bulldozing of 
neighbourhoods." 

VAT on repairs and mainte- 
nance should be reduced or 
abolished and building regula- 
tions should be strengthened to 
minimise subsequent repair 
costs, while "lifetime homes” - 
which are built to be easily 
adapted for the disabled and 
back again - should be 
encouraged. 

Housing and Construction: A 
Troubled Relationship? Policy 
Press £11.95. Summon: free from 
JRF, 40 Water End, 1U? 6LP. 



On your marks: Tents go up on Blackheath, ready for the start of Sunday's London Marathon; 28,000 runners are expected take part in the 
26-mile race and celebrities, including comedienne Jo Brand and former rugby captain Will Carling, will run the final mile Photograph: Emma Boam 


Civil servants spaced out 
by northern promise 


Boy, 9, learns to speak 
after brain operation 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Civil servants who relocated to 
Leeds from London with the 
promise of a swimming pool, a 
sauna and squash courts in 
their new £79.7m office block 
arc being housed in the roof 
space because the building 
proved too small, MPs were told 
yesterday. 

The National Audit Office, a 
public spending watchdog, 
found that Quarry House in 
Leeds was built to house 2,100 
staff from the departments of 
health and social security, but 
it was found to be loo small be- 
cause the design failed to pro- 
vide sufficient space for plant 
and machinery. 

As a result, staff are now be- 
ing housed in converted office 
space in the roof of the flagship 
office block, and a second of- 


fice is being rented in Leeds at 
a cost of £705,600 a year. 

The staff were encouraged 
north by the prospect of a staff 
restaurant, nursery, swimming 
pool, sports hall, fitness room, 
two squash courts and a bar. 

However, in addition to be- 
ing housed in the cramped 
space, they also complained 
about defects which are still be- 
ing corrected, three years after 
the last of the staff arrived. The 
defects included the failure to 
provide double gl azing. They 
were given single glazing, which 
the staff complain is too hot in 
summer and too cold in winter. 

The local Labour MP. Derek 
Fatcbett. accused the two 
departments - run by Virginia 
Bottomley. then Secretary of 
State for Health, and Peter 
LflJqy, Secretary of State for 
Social Security Secretary - of 
“getting their sums wrong". 


After renting overspill ac- 
commodation, they laid off 
staff. leaving them with excess 
office space, he said. Mrs Bot- 
tOToley scrapped the health re- 
gions, reducing the number of 
health staff in the NHS execu- 
tive at Quarry House. 

“This is a clear case of Lhe 
right hand not knowing what the 
left is doing. While people were 
moving their families up to 
Leeds at [total] a cost of £12- 
13m. Virginia Bottomley was 
planning substantial job cuts.” 

The NAO said the building 
was built within the budget, and 
savings on London property 
were expected to total over 
£15ra. Its report on Quarry 
House is expected to lead to an 
inquiry by the Public Accounts 
Committee of the Commons. 
□ Construction of Quarry House , 
by the Comptroller and Audi- 
tor General. HMSO £9.15 


Theories about the way children 
acquire language may have to 
be re-thought after the strange 
case of a nine-year-old boy 
who only learnt to speak after 
half his brain was removed. 

The boy, known as Alex, was 
bom with a rare disorder called 
Sturge-Weber syndrome which 
caused him to suffer epileptic 
seizures which could not be 
treated with drugs. In addi- 
tion. be was only able to utter 
one word - “maina” - and one 
or two vowel sounds. 

Surgeons decided the fits 
could only be controlled by 
removing the left hemisphere of 
Alex’s brain. Although the pro- 
cedure sounds drastic it is car- 
ried out on about in patients a 
year. Children treated in this 
way can lead a nearly normal 
life, but have lower than aver- 
age intelligence. 

The operation on Alex was 
performed by Christopher 
Adams, a consultant neurosur- 


geon at the Raddiffe Infirmary 
in Oxford. .Almost immediate- 
ly the seizures disappeared and 
after four months Alex suddenly 
began to speak. He is now an 
articulate 15-year-old and his 
progress is being followed by 
researchers from the Institute 
of Child Health in London. 

His case, highlighted in Afen’ 
Scientist magazine, has caused 
a stir among child psychologists 
because many experts hold that 
articulate speech cannot be 
learnt after the age of five or six. 

Dr Elizabeth Isaacs, one of 
the institute team, said: 
“There's a lot of controversy 
and discussion about the 
acquisition of language . . . Here 
you have a chDd who at the age 
of nine started to speak and very 
quickly developed well-annun- 
ciated speech and a wide 
vocabulary. Obviously this 
means you cannot say language 
can never be developed 
beyond five or six." 


Rape 
case 
lawyer 
is back 
in court 

rane of a woman colleague, 
drunkenly abused I write officers 
in a town’s red lighl distnet, a 
court heard yesterday- 

TTie39->ear-old Digglc was 

fined £o with £12? costs afur 
being found guilty by magis- 
trales in Bolton. Greater Man- 
Chester, of drunk and disorderly 

behaviour. . _ 

niggle, who was given two 
vears" jail in 1993 jc* r tht -‘ a l' 
tempted rape after he had tak- 
en the 25 -vear-old lemalt 
lawyer to a Highland Ball in a 
London hotel, had berated two 
officers about the criminal jus- 
tice system and called ihem 
“filthy slime", the magistrates 
heard. 

One of the officers, Sergear t 
lan Campbell, said that when he 
warned Diggle. of Bolton, to go 
home during the incident on a 
Sunday afternoon Iasi Novem- 
ber, he replied: “Do you know 
who 1 am? Tm a famous person. 

Sgt Campbell said after Dig- 
gle ignored repeated warnings 
he was arrested and had to be 
handcuffed after a “sort ol‘ 
-wrestling match". He added 
that Diggle had refused to sup- 
ply details about himself and re- 
mained “argumentative and 
uncooperative" even when tak- 
en to the police station. 

Diggle denied he had been 
drunk but said he was “very 
tired and rather emotional". He 
said he had four or five glasses 
of wine with his Sunday lunch 
and was walking to the railway 
station when he saw two women 
and a man being interviewed by- 
police. He said because he had 
had a statement deliberately fal- 
sified against him in a trial, he 
was worried about the women. 

"I thought if they were in 
Lrouble. and 1 had not seen 
ladies in trouble with police be- 
fore, 1 must go over and tell 
them to see a solicitor as soon 
as they could," he said. 

Diggle. who served one year 
of his two-year sentence re- 
duced from an original three 
years on appeal, was suspend- 
ed from professional practice af- 
ter his conviction and has not 
reapplied to start practising as 
a solicitor again. 


A cheaper mortgage, 
no legal fees 
and 20% off your 
buildings insurance 
when you 

transfer to Direct Line. 


• Transferring to Direct Line can save you £50 every month on your mortgage- 

• Phone before 30th April and transfer using our solicitors package and well pay 
your legal fees. 

• We’ll give you a free valuation. 

• We also guarantee to save you 20% if you transfer your buildings cover from your 
existing lender. 

• Mortgages are available for up to 85% of the property valuation or purchase price, 
whichever is lower. 

Call now. We’re waiting to do a great deal for you. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND46 
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Save 15% off all bathroom 

suites and taps. 


(once again homebase are taking something off in the bathroom) 
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DRIVE AWAY A 106 DIESEL (LEVEL 1) FOR £0 DEPOSIT: 


PASSPORT: £0 DEPOSIT, £182 A MONTH (PLUS FINAL PAYMENT). 
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PASSPORT 
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PASSPORT 

£7518.00 

£0.00 
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£18102 
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All figures are based on 106 Escapade 15 3. door dfesal Lev* 1 with an agreed miteaga a 6,000 oa A £3£L25 fee is payable on signing a sales agercy agreement it you 
require this option. Further charges may be made subject to mileage, condition and if the vehicle Is not returned or time. (Excess mileage charges range between 5p and 
55p per Me as agreed at the time id purchase.) The sales agency option expiree if the vehicle is not returned within 30 days from the end of your finance agreement. 
■Passport price shown fndudes defter*, number plates and 12 months road fundficence, extended warranty and fun AA cover. Prices correct at the Uma of going to press. 


FREE INSURANCE* 

18-75 YEARS OF AGE. 
AVAILABLE 

ON LEVEL 1 ESCAPADES. 
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Masari can 

stay for 4 years 


Home Secretary Michael 
Howard has been forced into a 
humiliating climbdown over a 
bid to expel a leading Saudi dis- 
sident from Britain. 

Islamic mili tant Eh* Muham- 
mad AJ-Masari was told yes- 
terday he could remain in the 
country for the nest four years 
- and then apply for a further 
extension. 

The move came a month af- 
ter the Home Office was told by 
an immigration appeals tri- 
bunal to review its decision Lo 
throw out the Saudi opposition 
leader. 

Ministers were under heavy 
pressure from the ruling Saudi 
royal family to deport Dr AJ- 
Masari or place in jeopardy a 
multi-billion pound arms deal. 

The compromise deal an- 
nounced today stopped short of 
full asylum but was accepted by 
AJ-Masari as the next best op- 
tion. Labour dubbed the deci- 
sion a “profound humiliation” 
for Mr Howard and claimed he 
was paying the price for flout- 
ing international human rights 
agreements. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the Saudi authorities 
would press ahead with their 


threat to scupper the massive 
AJ-Yamamah defence deaL 

Defence Minister Nicholas 
Soames broke the news of the 
forthcoming announcement 
during a visit to Saudi Arabia. 

A senior Whitehall official 
said; “We are leaving it to them 
to make what they want of it. We 
explained the position to them 
and we believe they under- 
stand the reason for the deci- 
sion." The Saudi ambassador to 
London, Dr Ghazi Algosaibi, 
put a brave face on a decision 
that will have come as a bitter 
blow to an authoritarian regime 
that regards Dr AJ-Masari as 
one of its chief tormentors. 

“We have never asked the 
British Government to violate 
its own laws, nor will we do that 
in the future,” he said. 

“Earlier attempts to expel this 
dissident were taken within the 
framework of the British legal 
system and the new decision is 
taken within the same system.” 

Immigration Minister Ann 
Widdecombe said the Govern- 
ment hoped the negotiations 
would “continue in the usual 
way" and made it clear that the 
decision on Dr Al-Masari was 
reached with great reluctance. 


DAILY POEM 


Mississippi River Bridge 

By Dave Smith 

Running after dusk, I see the far southwest 
comer of the lake shaken. Is it rising up? 

Girders gleam in glaze of sun. the highest peak 
wheels or feet can scroll over in this land, 
no mountains, cliffs, gorges, wooded vistas, 
little to make the heart thud for littleness 
of man, except the slow day-brown swell 
die Mississippi drags past like hope, manly 
water deeper than the bridge lifts in the air, 

Us movement hungry for our tossed nightmares. 

Ffe need crossing points to go. delighted as birds, 
where all is down and swept under, but us, when 
we grin toward snaty lights far off, still running 

Dave Smith is one of America’s leading lyric and narrative po- 
ets and the author of over a dozen book of poetry. Much of 

his poetry is set in the rural south and his poetic set is crammed 
with the detail of its heat, dusty roads, racial tensions and dose 
communities through which run, as a real and metaphoric sym- 
bol, die vast ribbon of the Mississippi. This poem is taken from 
his new collection fate 's Kte. published by Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Press at £9.95. 
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Beef dilemma: Scientists and 
politicians seek solutions 

Microwave 
could be 
key to 
BSE crisis 


RAUL HELD 

Cattle could be put into an in- 
dustrial microwave to rid them 
of the prions which cause bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE), according to scientists re- 
searching a new method of 
tackling the beef crisis. 

If their studies are successful, 
the 15,000 cattle over 30 months 
old slaughtered every week could 
be kept in the food chain, bol- 
stering the entire beef industry. 

The idea is based on the use 
of specialist microwaves in the 
disposal of toxic waste from the 
pharmaceutical and defence in- 
dustries. Scientists hope the mi- 
crowaves would destroy the BSE 
agent and the carcasses could 
then be sent for processing. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food is to study 
a detailed proposal from Harp- 
er Adams Agricultural College, 
which is seeking government 
funding for the project as a long- 
term strategy to avoid the de- 
struction of cattle. 

The Government has banned 
all cattle over the age of 30 
months from entering the food 
chain: 15,000 dairy cows at the 
end of their productive life and 
around 6,000 prime beef cattle 
over the 30 months limit are to 
be destroyed every week. 

However, the research at 
Harper Adams, in Newport, 
Shropshire, is not likely to be 
completed for at least 18 
months and would require a live 
test for BSE in cattle. 

Richard Bruce, director of 
Harper Adams Enterprises, ex- 
plained that the process is not 
to be confused with domestic 
microwaving of food — the 
carcasses would not be cooked. 

“If we are able to treat the 
BSE, an animal — identified as 
being infected by using a live test 
— would be killed and then 
made safe ... These microwaves 


work in the same way as laser 
treatment. The prions would be 
zapped out of the carcass. The 
process does not rely on heat.” 

Dr Bruce said the technique 
would be attractive to the beef 
industry and to consumers. “It 
is a clean process ... The ani- 
mal would be slaughtered first 
and then microwaved. There is 
no incineration, no animals 
leave the food chain.” 

However, he stressed that 
the project, in conjunction with 
a Critical Resource, a waste-dis- 
posal firm, is still in its early 
stages and requires government 
funding. “There is already in- 
terest from MAFF but no com- 
mitment as vet.” he added. 

■ Meat industry representatives 
have suggested to MPs on the 
Commons Health and Agri- 
culture select committees that 
the removal of the brain, spinal 
cord and guts from beef car- 
casses might make no difference 
to the risk of BSE being passed 
to humans. 

Richard Cracknell, vice-pres- 
ident of the Federation of Fresh 
Meat Wholesalers, said the 
chances were “billions to one” 
that any of the 10 Britons who 
developed a new strain of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
(CJD) might have consumed 
parts of the tissues, now referred 
to as "specified bovine offals". 
He saidthat none of the SBOs 
had ever in his experience been 
used in the human food chain. 

But John Baker, chairman of 
Britain’s largest abattoir, said 
the only possibility was that the 
10 might have eaten products 
from abattoirs which had not 
taken out the spinal corid dur- 
ing processing before the 1989 
ban on SBOs on carcasses. He 
also admitted that meat had al- 
ways been mechanically recov- 
ered from the spinal column, 
until the practice was banned 
last November. 


Animal magnetism: Visitors at an exhibition of wttdlrfe art at the . Natural History Museum in London, which runs until 22 May. The show brings 
together both historical and contemporary work by more than 300 artists from around the world Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Midland f;l 

■ 


ITV for 
£2m 

for the coming vear, jt was an- 
nounced yesterday. , 

Programmes such as Shorpe, 
p£^cct, Morse * ndnew 
films such as Jane/teteos 
Emma and Darnel Defoe s Afoff 
Flanders will begin with an in- 
troductory Midland sequence. 

There are existing sponsor- 
ship arrangements on Ihe com- 
mercial channels. Among the 
biggest deals, Coca-Cola spon- 

sore ITV films andCdrwwowi 

Street has backing from Cadbmy 

^But^Vyesterday called the 
Midland deal "the most ambi- 
tious and complex . - - to date . 

It was the first to involve the 
corporate sponsorship of a 
group of different programmes 
across the ITV network, n said. 

Midland’s chief executive, 
Keith Whitson, said the com- 
pany was “delighted" to be as- 
sociated with “the very best of 
British TV drama". 

He said: “Since the pro- 
grammes are likely to be 
watched by some 90 per cent of 
the population, we will be 
reaching into every communi- 
ty we serve in the country. 

““With the banking and fi- 
nancial services market be- 
coming increasingly 

competitive, h is critical that 
Midland looks to develop in- 
novative new opportunities.” 




Whenever 
you’re ready 
to talk, 
we’re ready 

to listen. 


As a nation, we’re famous for hiding 
our feelings. But the country with the 
stiffest upper lips also has one of the 
highest suicide rates in Europe. 

If you find it hard to talk to those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 
talking to The Samaritans. 

We won't push you to say more 
than you want to and we wont be 
offended if you hang up. Equally, we'll be 
happy for you to phone back later. 

Our number’s in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. 

If youVe ready to talk, don't bottle 
it up any longer. 
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Passengers bid farewell to the Viscount 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Prince Philip will be delighted. 
The last Vickers Viscount to car- 
ry passengers look off from 
Heathrow yesterday, almost 46 
years after the first passenger 
flight of the aircraft's prototype. 

The workhorse of the sloes 
daring the 1950s and 1960s wfll 
in future only be used for car- 
go flights in the UK because 
British World Airways will no 
longer use them for carrying 
North Sea oil workers. 

Prince Philip, dearly, will be 
glad to see the back of them. 
Writing from Windsor Castle, he 
said: “The distinctive whine of 
its Dart engines were very fa- 
miliar over this castle for years.” 
He added that the aircraft's pas- 
sengers - he was on one of the 
early flights - “will be pleased 
that it is being given a suitable 
farewell into retirement". 

It almost did not happen. 
BWA has three Viscounts still 
fitted for passenger use and the 
one due to be used for yester- 
day's hour-long trip fur VIPs 
was driven into a temporary 
fence by an engineer making 
preparations at Stansted airport. 
BWA faces a £45,000 bill and 
had hastily to fly down one of 
the other two Viscounts from 
Scotland for the ceremony. 

The 70 passengers included 
the original designer of the air- 
craft, 87-year-old Sir George 
Edwards, and Lord King, the 
president of British Airways 
whose predecessor, British Eu- 
ropean Airways, was the launch 
customer for the aircraft, 444 of 
which were eventually built. 
While BWA has had no mishaps 
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Schoolboy 
killed ‘because 
he was black’ 
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Away day: Yesterday's farewell trip, above (Photograph: 
Nicholas Turpin) and the Viscount in its heyday, right 




with its Viscounts since it 
bought them from British Air- 
ways in 1980, the aircraft's safe- 
ty record is not that good with 
around 25 per cent having end- 
ed their days prematurely fol- 
lowing some form of accident. 

There was to be no such 
problem yesterday, though 
there were a few white knuck- 
les as the old crate took off from 
Heathrow in a strong crosswind. 


The pilot. Captain Colin Towle, 
claimed w zhc turbulence isn't 
too bad". He might have Jell so 
but at 1,500ft a lew passengers 
were eyeing their sick-bags. 

The foolhardy wanting to 
experience a flight in a Viscount 
can still find them operating in 
Zaire. Colombia and Indonesia, 
with airlines such as Bouraq, 
Filair Sprl, Mandala and Santa- 
ru. Bon voyage. 



MICHAEL STREETER 

A black schoolboy was mur- 
dered by a gang of white youths 
simply because of the colour of 
his skin, a court heard yester- 
day. 

Stephen Lawrence, 18. died 
from two stab wounds inflicted 
by racist attackers, motivated by 
a “deep-felt hatred” of blacks, 
(he Ola Bailey was told. 

Michael Mansfield QC, pros- 
ecuting, told the all-white jury: 
"There can be no mistaking that 
it was an unprovoked, unwar- 
ranted attack by those who 
hold not just racist views but 
racist views which involve the 
desecration of those who are 
black by injury and possibly 
death. 

“Whoever did this was some- 
one who had a deep-felt hatred 
of black people existing." 

Later, Stephen’s friend, 
Dwayne Brooks, described see- 
ing Lawrence stabbed and then 
collapsing on the ground “with 
blood running on the floor". 

Three white youths are the 
subject of a private prosecution 
brought by the Lawrence jam- 
Dy. Gary Gibson, 20, of Brom- 
ley, south-east London: Luke 
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This is Michael’s story. 

‘It would start with a smac k . But 
then there was no stopping him. 

He’d lay into me like 1 was hxs 
worst enemy. It was as if he . forgot 
who I was. But he’d usually r em em b er 
to hit me where it wouldn’t show. 

When he didn’t, Fd be kept off 
school. If a teacher asked me about 
a cut or a bruise, Fd just lie. 

Once he broke my arm. Mum 
told the hospital Fd had an accident. . 
Finally, a neighbour saw my bruised 
face, and reported it. 

I wxB always be grateful to my 
counsellor He said I wasn’t to hlatne. 
He helped me to fed. better about 
myself He was-tbe father I never had.’ 
There are thousands of* cases omihT 


to Michael’s each year, fr om every 
level of society. But they are only the 
' dp of die iceberg. Thousands more 
children ate the victims of less 
obvious forms of cruelty. 

Some people wouldn’t even think 
of these as abuse. But imagine being 
constantly sfaonted at. Or ignored as 
if you don’t exist. Or criticized for 
everything you do. 

The emotional effects can be just 
as psmfhl as those caused by more 
obvious forms of abuse including low? 
self-worth, humiliation, loneliness, 
depression and an inability to relate 
to others. Same children have even 
been driven to kill themselves. 

Because of all this, the NSPCC 
has launched a campaign called 


‘A Cry For Children’. It’s a cry to 
everyone to stop and diink about the 
way they behave towards children. 

To listen to them, talk to them 
and treat them with respect. 

And to recognise the impact 
that any form of cruelty can have on 
a child- Please answer die cry. 

If you, or someone yon know is 
suffering from abuse, please call the 
NSPCC Child Protection Helpline on 
0800 800 500 any time, day or night. 

Or if, after reading this, you 
would find more information helpful, 
please call ns on 0171 825 2775. 

NSPCC 

A CAJft cJj^dA/AA,. 


Knight, 19, of Eftharo and Neil 
Acourt, 20, of ElLtaam all deny 
murder. 

Mr Mansfield outlined the 
events leading up to the killing 
on 22 April 1993. almost exactly 
three years ago. Lawrence, a 
pupil at Bluccoat School south- 
east London, was a “ordinary” 
young man who started that day 
not knowing it was to be his 
last. 

He and Dwayne Brooks were 
on their way home from an 

evening with Lawrence’s uncle 
when they slopped at a bus stop 
in WellhaU Road, Eltham after 
10pm, said Mr Mansfield. 

Soon afterwards, they were 
approached by a group of four 
to six while youths - whom the 
prosecution say included the de- 
fendants - one of whom shout- 
ed “What, what, nigger” to 
them. When approached, the 
black youths tried to run off but 
Lawrence was not as quick to 
escape as his friend. Mr Mans- 
field said. 

The schoolboy was sur- 
rounded and struck by an over- 
arm blow with a weapon such 
as a “rather large kitchen 
knif e”. 

Thro wounds, on either side 


of his chest severed vital arter- 
ies and Lawrence was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival ai 
hospital. 

Mr Mansfield said the jury 
might think that the white 
youths, who fled into the night, 
bad only one object on their 
minds that evening, which was 
to cause serious injury to one or 
other of the black youths. “This 
attack was swift, merciless and 
vicious. They approached to- 
gether, attacked together and 
disappeared together." 

Mr Brooks. 21, told the jury 
that one of the white youths had 
stabbed his friend "with some- 
thing long”. He described ihe 
youth at die time as white, 5ft 
Sin, aged 18 to 22 with an oval 
face and frizzy hair. He said 
Lawrence had tried to run away 
after the attack but collapsed 
and he saw blood running on 
the floor. 

“I called an ambulance from 
a phone box” said Mr Brooks. 

An off-duty policeman even- 
tually stopped his car to help but 
Stephen died within baa an 
hour, the jury heard. I 

The hearing was adjourned j 
for legal argument. ] 

The case continues. I 


Church leader 
‘was hounded’ 


A leading churchman accused 
of sexual assault yesterday 
claimed that he was the victim 
of a conspiracy in the Church 
of Scotland. 

Professor Donald Madeod. 
who is head of systematic the- 
ology at the Free Church Col- 
lege in Edinburgh, said that he 
had been put in an “absurd sit- 
uation” by the allegations 
against him. 

Edinburgh Sheriff Court was 
shown a video recording of a po- 
lice interview in which he said the 
claims made by one of his ac- 
cusers, a 35-year-old female lec- 
turer, were “completely untrue". 
He said they were “fabricated”. 

Professor Madeod, 55. denies 
five charges of sexual assault in- 
volving four women from 1985 
to 1991. He was cleared of a 
sixth charge on Wednesday af- 
ter legal debate over the Sate 
of the alleged incident. 

Professor Madeod told police 
that he had been “hounded for 
10 years” by people in the 
church who had taken allega- 
tions against him to the church 
authorities, although the com- 
ptoints had been had thrown oul 

He said one of his accusers, 
a 35-year-o!d woman, was dose- 


ly involved with people who 
were part of a "wider conspir- 
acy” and claimed her state- 
ments had changed over time. 

He also claimed that a letter 
accusing him, written by a 36- 
year-old woman who now lives 
in Tasmania, Australia, had 
been instigated by a Rev John 
Murray. The court was earlier 
told that a special fund paid the 
woman’s airfare so she could 
give evidence. 

Andrew Hardie QC. for the 
defence, asked Sheriff John 
Hoisburgh to return not guilty 
verdicts on three of the charges. 

Scottish law requires sup- 
porting evidence from a source 
other than the alleged victim be- 
fore a charge can be proved. In 
this case the Crown is relying on 
a rule which allows similar 
charges to support each other. 

Mr Hardie argued that the 
charges could not be support- 
ed by each other since they were 
not similar in character, cir- 
cumstances and time. He point- 
ed out that one was far more 
serious than the others, and an- 
other concerned an incident al- 
leged to have occurred five 
years after (he others. 

The case continues. 
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it prudent 

over tax cuts 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Four years ago the beaming 
smDe of David Amess as he held 
Basildon on the night of the 
1992 general election told 
Labour they were not going to 
win. 

A few weeks later, the Con- 
servatives swept the board in the 
local elections, taking an un- 
precedented 10 seat majority on 
the 42-seat council. Mr Amess 
joyously pronounced “the death 
of socialism in Basildon". 

But next month in Basildon 
- where Wayne bought his 
council house in the 1980s and 
Sharon wore a gold ankle 
bracelet and white stilettos- the 
opposite may happen. The 
council could become a Tory- 
free zone. 

Ail the pressure is on the 
Conservatives. They arc de- 
fending all but one of the IS 
seats up this time - half of them 
the fruits of their gains in tra- 
ditional Labour territory in 
1992. Four of the Tories' most 


Disillusionment Basildon town centre yesterday, still feeling the hangover from the recession Photograph: Jane Baker 


senior councillors, including 
the group leader, Peter Patrick, 
are standing down in an air of 
some bitterness, Mr Patrick 
complaining it was “galling" to 
be lurfed out last year - leav- 
ing Labour the largest party in 
a hung council - after the Tories 
had cut Basildon's council tax 
along with its budget. 

In addition, the party has split 


locally over a long-drawn out ar- 
gument over whether Billericay 
and Wjckford, traditional Tory 
heartlands to the north of Basil- 
don, should move out of the 
borough. The local people want 
that (he Local Government 
Commission recommended it 
twice, but John Glimmer, the 
Secretary of State for the 
Environment, turned it down. 


Traditionally blue seats in Bil- 
lericay and Wickford have gone 
Liberal Democrat and the re- 
mainder may do so on 2 May. 
Even Mr Patrick concedes that 
a Conservative wipe-oat in a 
fortnight's time is “feasible, 
though I think it's unlikely. We 
should hold Billericay, but peo- 
ple are so bolshie I just don't 
know what they are going to 


do." No one seems to doubt that 
Labour will be in control. 

Basildon is bustling, but the 
recession hangover remains. 
Unemployment is still above tile 
national average at 10 per cent, 
and some of those who bought 
property even three years ago 
are still in negative equity. 

And there is anger over the 
defection of David Amess MP 


to Southend West despite 
boandatydhaqgeswhicb should 
make the seat marginally safer. 
“How can a man make a record 
saying “I lave Basildon” and 
then desert? He can’t be worth 
two bob” said David Ayres, a 
local estate agent 

On tile doorsteps, canvassers 
report less anger against the 
Tories than last year, more re- 
signed disfflusioa. And Con- 
servative hopes are bolstered fay 
some signs of disillusioned ac- 
tivists like Liz Cooksey return- 
ing to the fold. She said: “we 
used to have a great organisa- 
tion in this ward, but now 
there’s nothing”. Without much 
enthusiasm, she is setting aside 
doubts over the NHS and rail 
privatisation to rejoin “because 
there’s an election coming up”. 

John Potter, the Labour 
group leader, who last led the 
council m the 1970s, is confident 
of victory. There will, he says, 
be an dement of “punishing the 
Tories” on 2 May. “But it’s 
also, I think, because we can of- 
fer hope for the future.’’ 
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K enneth Clarke shnigged 
off a call for an indepen- 
dent audit of Government bor- 
rowing forecasts yesterday as he 
faced the Commons within 
hours of the disclosure teg 
public borrowing for lVW-w 
was £3ba more than the Trea- 
sury expected. 

With Question Time for Mr 
Clarke and his team coinciding 
with publication of the awksrara 
figures, the Chancello r found fas 
economic for e ca s t ing compared 
with that of his prediction ofa 
Conservative victory in the SE 
Staffs by-election. [The Tones 
lost by 13.000 votes.] 

Last month the Treasury had 
to borrow £9.6bn to bridge the 
gap between its income from 
taxes and public spending. 
Though the figure was slightly 
less than expected in the City, 
it took the Public Sector Bor- 
rowing Requirement (PSBR) 
for the financial year just end- 
ed to £33.2bn - £3-2bn more 
than Mr Clarke forecast in the 
November Budget. 

Recalling the misplaced by- 
election optimism, Gordon 
Brown, the shadow chancellor, 
said Mr Clarke’s borrowing 
forecast for the next Budget 
should be subjected to an in- 
dependent audit “so that the 
Conservative Party can never 
mislead this country about tax 
and borrowing again”. 

Mr Brown said that Tory 
forecasts on borrowing over 
the last Four years bad been ex- 
ceeded by f 46bn. 

Unbowed, the Chancellor 
said Mr Brown’s history of 
forecasting was “dreadful” 

“He advised his party not to 
vote a gains t the tax cuts that I 
was able to introduce in the last 
Budget - one of the few wise de- 
cisions, indeed of the few deci- 
sions of any kind, that he has 
ever taken.” 

Next year’s borrowing re- 
quirement would be below 
£30bn, Mr Clarke insisted. “It 
is quite clear the borrowing re- 
quirement is on a downward 
path towards balance in the 
medium term.” 

He had predicted inflation 
would move towards 25 per 


A Inside 
I Rariiament 

Hi Stephen 
TaT- Goodwin 

cent and the basic rate of tax 
would move towards 20 per 
cent. 

With Tory rightwingers in- 
cluding John Townend, chair- 
man of the Thatcherite 1992 
Group, continuing to demand 
spending cuts to make room for 
a tax give-away. Mr Clarke 
stuck to the “prudence” for- 
mula. “It would be wrong to at- 
tempt to buy the next election 
by irresponsible tax cuts,” he 
told Labour backbencher Chris 
Mullin who described the Chan- 
cellor as being from the 
“civilised wing” of the Tory 

party- _ , 

Prominent members of the 
other wing - the “mean-mind- 
ed" wing in Mr Mullin s judge- 
ment - were busy outride the 
Commons making common 
anti- Euro cause with fisher- 
men who sailed their trawlers up 
the Thames to protest about the 
Common Fisheries Policy. 

John Redwood, last year’s 
Tory leadership challenger and 
MP for distinctly non-maritime 
Wokingham, told a rally there 
was “a smell of brine in the air" 
and made to beat Drake's 
drum. “If we cannot get justice 
in Europe then we must assert 
our right to govern ourselves.” 
he said. 

In the Commons, a real fish- 
ermen's representative, David 
Harris, Tory MP for St Ives, 
raised their plight with Michael 
Heseltine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, standing in for John 
Major. 

Mr Harris accepted that 
Britain could not unil aterally 
withdraw from the CFP and still 
remain a member of the Euro- 
pean Union. He warned: “The 
CFP is inflicting huge damage 
on the industry and must be tom 
up and renegotiated 


Labour nursery plan 


Labour would withdraw the 
Government’s nursery vouchers 
within a year of being elected 
and would offer a free part-time 
place to every four-year-old 
within 18 months, the parly's ed- 
ucation spokesman said yes- 
terday, writes Fran Abrams. 

David Blunkett declined to 
say how long it would take the 
party to fulfil its commitment to 
a nursery place for every three- 
year-old or to full-time places 
for four-year-olds, however. 


Details on how many new 
teachers would need to be 
trained were not available. 

Launching a campaign 
against the nursery voucher 
scheme, which began this week. 
Mr Blunkett said Labour would 
honour existing vouchers which 
had already been sent to parents 
but would withdraw them after 
that. He added that the £20m 
cost of administering vouchers 
would be put into providing 
education for four-year-olds. 
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glory in 

Moscow 

summit 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

World leaders, including John 
Major and BQl Clinton, wul con- 
vene m Moscow today for what 
is billed as a summit on nuclear 
safely but which is also an elab- 
orate display of persona] sup- 
port for Russian President Bora 
Yeltsin as he campaigns to win 
a second term in the Kremlin. 

pie gathering of the Group 
of Seven leading industrialised 
nations is being held at the sug- 
gestion of Mr Yeltsin, who fares 
a strong Communist challenge 
in June's presidential election. 

Although western diplomats 
admit the summit, which comes 
less than a week before the 10th 
anniversary of the Chernobyl 
disaster and covers a pot-pour- 

n of issues on nuclear safety and 

se cunty, is unlikely to produce 
any historic developments, they 
have been touting it as an im- 
portant opportunity to forge 
closer relationships over criti- 
cal nuclear-related issues. 

Of these, there is no shortage. 
The G7 (or G8. as Russia 
prefers) will discuss, and almost 
certainly accept, proposals for 
their security services to co-op- 
erate more closely in efforts to 
clamp down on the theft and 
smuggling of fissile material, re- 
ducing the risk that weapons- 
grade materials could fall into 
foe hands of terrorists. 

It will endorse an agreement j 
to shut down Chernobyl by the i 
end ofthe century, and discuss i 
closing similar ageing RMBK 1 
reactors -ofwhich there are 15 1 
in the former Soviet Union - c 
and tightening controls on oth- r 
ers. Officials say there will be 
talks over the disposal of nudear d 
waste and completing a com- / 
prehensive test ban treaty. Rus- e 
sia can also expect to be under n 


renewed pressure to sign the 
amended London Convention 
which bans the dumping of 
radioactive waste at sea. 

But as Moscow spruced her- 
self up for the event, a ground 
swell of criticism has surfaced 
among independent nuclear 
experts and environmentalists, 
who allege the summit does not 
BP far enough. They daim h fai ls 
to tackle several of the most im- 
portant issues -for example, the 
ratification of Start-2. 

“Instead of a state dinner, the 
G7 and Russia should gather for 
a prayer breakfast," said Dr Tom 
Cochran, a senior scientist with 
the US Natural Resources De- 
fence Council, one of a task 
force of international non-gov- 
ernmental organisations in 
Moscow. The summit’s safety 
programme is “far loo little to 
prevent another Chemobyl- 
style catastrophe", he warned. 

Similar complaints have been 
raised by Greenpeace and oth- 
er environmental groups. The 
more cynical have not failed to 


' tyvuuj. 

more cynical have not failed to 
remark on the irony of the 
summit's co-chairm ansh ip _ 
Boris Yeltsin, whose military 
forces have dumped some ofthe 
most hazardous waste on the 
planet, and Jaques Chirac, still 
“public enemy Nol" among 
environraentalBts over France’s 
nudear tests in the Pacific. 

This is unlikely to bother Mr 
Yeltsin; who has reportedly 
made it dear to his guests - in- 
cluding Mr Clinton - that he 
wants the lion’s share of the 
limelight as he tries to overtake 
his chief rival for the presiden- 
cy, the Communist leader Gen- 
nady Zyuganov. 

Mindful that they may one 
day have to deal with him, 
American officials have, how- 
ever, invited Mr Zyuganov to a 
meeting with Mr Clinton. 


Major praises 
‘free’ Ukraine 


TONY BARBER 

Kiev 


John Major expressed Britain’s 
strong support yesterday for 
the freedom and independence 
of Ukraine, saying Europe 
needed the country to play an 
important role in the stability of 
the continent. 

Speaking after more than an 
hour of talks with Ukraine’s 
President, Leonid Kuchma, at 
Kiev’s Mariyinsky palace, the 
Prime Minister said: “I am de- 
lighted because we are now able 
to visit an independent Ukraine, 
independent for five years, that 
has now set its feet firmly towards 
a new and different future.” 

Mr Major s 1 visit was intended 
to underline British solidarity 
with Ukraine at a time when the 
question of future security 
arrangements in eastern Europe 
is causing increasing strains be- 
tween Western countries and 
Russia. 

Nato's plans to incorporate 
some countries westof Ukraine, 
notably Poland, are being 
matched by a Russian drive to 
reintegrate with several for- 
mer Soviet republics, especially 
Belarus. 

Ukraine, caught in the mid- 
dle, has no desire at present to 
join Nato but is determined not i 
lo be pulled back into a Russ- i 
ian sphere of influence. Its l 


dilemma is accentuated by the 
fact that the spirit of Ukrainian 
nationalism and independence 
5 is much stronger in western re- 
gions of the country than else- 
i where. 

Mr Major praised Ukraine’s 
efforts to dismantle its Soviet- 
era command economy and in- 
troduce market reforms along 
. the lines that have proved gen- 
erally successful in Poland and, 
increasingly, in Russia. “We 
believe that Ukraine’s success 
is important for Europe’s sta- 
bility, and we are firm sup- 
porters of the independent and 
democratic Ukraine that is be- 
ing created." he said. 

“Oyer the last few years 
Ukraine has been undergoing 
some remarkable political and 
economic reforms. None of 
these reforms is easy, but a great 
deal of progress has been 
made,” he added. 

Mr Major and Ukraine's 
Prime Minister, Yevhen 
Marchuk, signed two agree- 
ments covering cooperation 
against drug-tranickim; and the . 
confiscation of profits made 
from organised crime. 

Mr Kuchma, a former direc- 
tor of the world's largest missile 
plant in Dmpropetrovsk, and 
Mr Major reviewed issues of Du- 
el ear safety that are to be ad- 
dressed at a summitin Moscow 
today and on Saturday. 


I M PORI AN 1 I \ FORMATION 
FOR MORTGAGE CUSTOMERS 


Interest Rate Change 

The rates of unerrel for existing mortgage cuswmers 
(in appropriate cases the basic rate) will decrease by 0.25% 
with effect from 22nd April 1996. 

Fixed rate mortgages are not affected during the 
contractual fixed rale period. 

_In cases where mortgage interest rate changes are subject 
to norice, the decrease will take place after the appropriate - 
notice period which will pjmmence on 22nd April 19961, _ . 

will hp tip change m the imerest tats on tadtungSaaired 
Personal Loans regulated by the Consumer Credit An 19M.-; . 

. For customers participating in the Society's anznpl review, 
procedure, this interest rate decrease will be taken into 
account when calculating new monthly payments from 
March 1997 or, in appropriate cases, the anniversary ofthe 
mortgage. 
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Russia is accused of 
genocide in Chechnya 
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Moscow - Any hopes Boris 
Yeltsin may have had that Lhe 
disastrous war in Chechnya 
would be quietly ignored "at 
this weekend’s G7 summit suf- 
fered a nasty setback yesterday 
when a leading aid agency 
released a damning report and 
accused Russia of systematically 
massacring civilians in the 
republic, writes Phil Reeves. 

Departing from its usual pol- 
icy of avoiding controversial 
public statements, MSdecins 
Sans Fran tie res (MSF) accused 
the Russian forces of blocking 
humanitarian aid. targeting 
schools, mosques and hospitals 
with bombs, and firing on flee- 
ing refugees from helicopters. 

The agency; which has several 
bases in the war zone, released 
the document as world leaders 
began to arrive in Moscow, 
saying it was an “urgent call" to 
the heads of state to pressure 
Lhe Russians to stop “gross and 
systematic targeting of Chil- 
ians and the violations of hu- 
manitarian law in Chechnya”. 

Although the summit itself is 
about nuclear safety, Chechnya 


could be raised at bilateral 
talks with G7 leaders. Mr 
Yeltsin will also not welcome a 
public indictment of his failure 
to settle the 16-month conflict. 

Another brutal reminder 
came yesterday when the Russ- 
ian military revealed that 53 of 
its troops - twice the number 
first reported - were killed in 
Tuesday’s attack on a convoy by 
Chechen separatists. 

“It is not easy for the MSF to 
make this kind of call,” said Dr 
Eric Goemaere. the agency’s 
director-general, “but we feel 
that doctors and bandages are 
not enough to stop this mas- 
sacre any more.” The agency 
had “very strict rules" about 
speaking out. but concluded it 
had no choice but to do so. 

Mr Yeltsin insists that foil mil- 
itary operations in Chechnya 
came to an end nearly three 
weeks ago, after he unveiled his 
plan to end the conflict before 
Russia's presidential elections 
in June. He now only acknowl- 
edges there are continuing 
“special operations” directed at 
Chechen “bandits". 


This is hotly disputed by the 
MSF, which says village after vil- 
lage in southern Chechnya is be- 
ing bombed in a war being 
waged “behind closed doors”. 
It says civilians are being singled 
out for attack in violation of the 
Geneva Convention and other 
International agreements. 
“There are as many women and 
children as there are men 
(among Lhe victims),” said Dr 
Goemaere. “Can you say that 
a 12-year-old, or a 60-year-old 
babushka [grandmother] are 
bandits? I don’t think so.” 

However, it is uncertain 
whether the MSF’s report. 
Civilians Targeted, Humanitari- 
an Law Flouted in Chechnya, 
wiD prompt significant action 
from the G7 leaders. 

The Foreign Office said that 
Mr Major mil raise Chechnya 
with Mr Yeltsin at a meeting lat- 
er today, but MSF representa- 
tives say that when they recently 
tried to raise the alarm about 
the bloodshed in Chechnya by 
contacting foreign embassies 
in Moscow, including Britain's, 
they were told to keep quiet. 
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Some people 
ave been givin 
British beef 
roasting latef 6 
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Now it’s your turn 


All British beef now produced 
is from cattle under 30 months old. 
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One year on: Mourners still pin children’s toys to the fence around the site where 168 people in a 

Oklahoma City 

centre 



a place to cry 


TIM CORNWELL 

Oklahoma City 

All that remains of the nine' 
storey Alfred P Muneh feder- 
al building, where 168 people 
died and another 600 were in- 
jured, is a flattened rectangle of 
uneven ground surrounded by 
a low wall and a seven foot wire 
fence. The building was levelled 
a month after the blast, one year 
agn today. Fresh turf was laid 
for the anniversary ceremonies. 

Survivors, family members. 
Vice President A1 Gore and 
more than 1,000 journalists were 
gathered for a memorial service 
beginning with 168 seconds of 
silence at 9.02am. 

Judy Kidwell, 50, who a year 
ran from the first floor with 
her ankle broken in two places, 
chose this week to return for the 
first rime to the site of a build- 
ing that housed everything from 
the Secret Service to soda! se- 
curity offices and a bank. 

After the bomb struck, peo- 
ple on the fourth floor were 
found by their desks on the first, 
as the floors collapsed. 

“A yea r ago this was a beau- 
tiful building full of wonderful 
people," said Ms Kidwell, a 
court bouse worker who lost 
several close friends. “Things 
were bustling, busy, people 
coming and going all the time," 
she said “Now this is a place 
people come to ciy." 

A city called the buckle of the 
Bible Belt, proud of a hard- 
working prairie solidarity, has 
been surprisingly slow to reno- 
vate the city centre site, which 
still looks like a scene from the 
Blitz. Of more than 100 build- 
ings damaged several of the 
nearest, including some 
churches, are stUl empty shells 
with boarded doors, with 
facades and roofs tom off. 

“Our God Reigns and We 
Will Remain," says a defiant no- 
tice at the First Methodist, but 
the tarpaulin is peeling off a 
blackened tower, and the frame 
from half a shattered rose win- 


dow lies on the ground The 
“survivor tree’', a tattered oak 
across the street from the blast, 
has only a few sickly green 
sprouts. Only slowly, Oklahoma 
City is recovering from a 
tragedy that brought terrorism 
to die American heartland and 
produced the same kind of 
shared national grief that fol- 
lowed the shootings in Dun- 
blane, Scotland 
Four-year-old Brandon Den- 
ny. one of the six children who 
survived in the basement nurs- 
ery where 15 others were killed 
has recently learned to walk by 
himself. Aren Ahnen, mother of 
Baytee Almen. killed one day af- 
ter her first birthday, has been 
befriended by Lhe fireman, 
Chris Fields, who cradled her 
body as he carried it from the 
wreckage, the moment cap- 
tured in a photograph which be- 
came the defining image of the 
disaster. While the city waits de- 
signs fora monument, the wire 
fence itself has become the un- 
official memorial. 

There was an Easter bunny 
and a birthday card pinned 
there for Baylee this week. 
People have left earrings, hair 
pins, baby booties, endless 
stuffed toys and even nappies 
with messages attached 
“They felt like they needed to 
leave something,' said Bill 
Welge, an archivist at the Ok- 
lahoma Historical Society, 
whose staff have week by week 
stored the offerings in a ware- 
house on the edge of town that 
now contains 200,000 items. 
Oklahomans described the an- 
niversary as an important stage 
in the grieving process. 

But there mil be no closure, 
they say, until the trial of alleged 
bombers Timothy McVeigh and 
James Nichols, now threatening 
to drag on well into next year. 
Many believe the two men are 
guilty but after the OJ Simpson 
trial say cautiously they will wait 
for the jury’s verdict 
Randy Ledger, a maintenance 
worker whose jugular was cut 


New law will 
cut Death Row 
appeal rights 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Dismissing strong protests by 
civij liberties groups, Lhe US 
Congress is passing legislation 
which win sharply reduce the ap- 
peal rights of Death Row in- 
mates and probably lead to a 
significant increase in the num- 
ber of executions here. 

The measure, part of the 
anti-terrorism Bill which Con- 
gress wants to sent to the White 
House to mark the first an- 
niversary of the Oklahoma City 
bombing, was approved in the 
Senate by an overwhelming bi- 
partisan margin of 91 -8 and was 
expected to attract similar sup- 
port in the House. Though he 
has misgivings about other pro- 
visions in the legislation. Pres- 
ident Clinton has indicated he 
will back the legislation. 

The changes, long demand- 
ed by state prosecutors and 
relatives of victims, are aimed 
at reducing the long delays be- 
tween the sentencing and exe- 
cution of a convicted murderer, 
resulting from the multiple pos- 
sibilities of appeal offered by the 
parallel state and federal judi- 
cial structures. 

Under existing habeas carpus 
rules, an appellant has recourse 
to three layers of state courts, 
and three levels of federal 
courts. Skillfully manipulated, 
the process can be spun out for 


decades, to the anger of death 
penalty supporters who claim 
that most of the appeals are ei- 
ther frivolous or repetitious. 

At present, more than 3,000 
prisoners are on Death Row. 
According to the anti-capital 
punishment Death Penalty In- 
formation Center, the average 
wait between conviction and ex- 
ecution is eight years, but in 
some case 20 years or more can 
elapse before a sentence is car- 
ried ouL In California alone, 436 
people are on Death Row, yet 
the state has only executed 
three people since capital pun- 
ishment was restored in 1977. 

The new Bill, due for a 
House vote late yesterday, 
sharply limits the rights of a fed- 
eral Judge to intervene in state 
cases. Henceforth, he will only 
be able to overturn a death sen- 
tence passed by a state court if 
it was caused by “an unreason- 
able application of federal law”. 
Inmates who have lost appeals 
in slate courts will be allowed 
only one appeal to a federal 
court, which must be filed with- 
in a year. The federal court must 
then give its ruling within six 
months. 

Advocates of capital punish- 
ment say the appeals process 
should thus be kept to two 
years or so, but opponents in- 
sist that the new rules will vir- 
tually guarantee miscarriages of 
justice. 


US proposal offers hope 
for Korean stand-off 


Amid rumours of further mili- 
tary tension on the Korean 
border. North Korea an- 
nounced yesterday that it was 
conadering a proposal by Smith 
Korea and the United States to 
convene four-way talks aimed 


the divided peninsula, writes 
Richard Lloyd Parry. 

In a statement carried by the 
official Korea Central News 
Agency, the North Korean For- 
eign Ministry responded for 
the first time to the idea of a 
conference bringing together 
the US and China, as wellas the 
two Koreas, sayingit was not yet 


certain whether the proposal 
was aimed at concluding a “gen- 
uine peace agreement Between 
the signatories to the Korean 
armistice agreement." They 
were, they said, e xamini ng the 
proposal's feasibility. 

The suggestion came out of 
a summit meeting on Tuesday 
between President Bill Clinton 
and the South Korean President 
Kim Young-sara, and repre- 
sents the latest attempt to end 
the armed stand-off which 
has divided the communist 
north and the US-backed south 
since the end of the Korean war 
in 1953. 


and face badly scarred as he was 
thrown through the building by 
the blast, pointed to the spot 
where he was found. “Hate in- 
spirofjnhis," he said. T pray for _ 
whoever did this, because they, ' 
had hate in their heart." ' ’ r 
Margaret Woodworth from 
Cambridgeshire, married to a 
US serviceman and now an 
Oklahoma City resident, came 
with her English grandchildren 
to leave two teddy bears. “For 
all the little children from a lit- 
tle English rose," the attached 
message read. “We are just 
drawn down here,” said Mrs 
Woodworth. Tt is something 
that compels you." 



Remembrance day; The site of the Alfred Murrah building in Oklahoma City, which has remained undeveloped since the blast 


Photograph: 
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ROBERT MILUKEN 

Sydney 

Less than seven weeks after its 
election, Australia's conserva- 
tive coalition government has 
moved to strip Aborigines of au- 
tonomy^ over their affairs, pro- 
voking a confrontation with 
black leaders who accuse Can- 
berra of turning race relations 
back half a century. ' 

Aboriginal leaders around 
the country united yesterday in 
a chorus of condemnation as the 
Liberal-National government 
headed by John Howard de- 
clared its determination to push 
the changes through. 

“Sentiment ip the Aboriginal 
community is now reaching a 
state of siege," said Roberta 
Sykes, head of the Black 
women's- Action in Education 
Foundation and a winner of the 
Australian Human Rights 
jMedai “It seems the govem- 
" tnent has said ‘Tb heQ with 


them* and span the dock back 
30 years. By 2000, Australian 
race relations may have slipped 
back 100 years.” 

Mick Dodson, a leading Abo- 
riginal bureaucrat said: “Abo- 
rigines' relations with the 
Australian government are now 
at crisis point" His view was 
supported by Noel Pearson, 
head of the Cape York Land 
Council in north Queensland, 
who said: “This government's 
approach to indigenous affair s 
could see Aborigines return to 
the confrontationist approach 
of the 1970s.” He added that 
this could lead to great unrest 
during the 2000 Olympics, 
which will take place in Sydney. 

Their anger has sparked from 
Mr Howard's announcement 
that the government would re- 
move autonomy for spending on 
Aboriginal affairs which now 
rests with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander-Com- 
mission. The commission, based 


in Canberra and largely run by 
blacks, is the supreme policy- 
making public body over Abo- 
riginal affairs. In its six-year 
life, the commission has 
become one of Australia's most 
turbulent bureaucracies; it has 
a budget of lbn Australian dol- 
lars (£500m). and almost 600 
elected councillors. 

The commission's critics, in- 
cluding prominent Aborigines, 
accuse it of being an expensive 
failure. They cite the fact that 
Aborigines still have one of the 
world's most appalling health 
standards and a life expectan- 
cy 20 years below that of whites. 

Colin Tatz, one of Australia's 
most prominent writers on race 
relations, said yesterday: “Un- 
less the bully-boy stuff ceases 
and some wise adion begins 
soon, by the time wc get to the 
Olympics the stage will be set 
for confrontation that the 
world’s cameras will be only too 
eager to film.” 



Dreamtime: Gough Whitlam, then Prime Minister, pours earth through the fingers of 
Vincent Uangai in 1975 to mark the first Aborigine land rights Photograph; Penny Tweedie 
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The night 




lost it all 

T here are a number of the- 
ories as to why George 
Bush lost the 1992 presiden- 
tial election but the most 
plausible is the simplest. The 
American public could not trye 
with a leader who threw up in 
the lap of his host, in full view 
of the television cameras, as 
Mr Bush did so memorably in 
January of that year, deliver- 
ing the contents of his stom- 
ach with minimal ceremony 
into the trousers of the Japan- 
ese Prime Minister of the 
time. Kiichi Miyazawa. 

It is understandable that 
both the Japanese and Mr 
Bush's successor were terrified 
of a repeat performance on 
Wednesday night, when Bill 
Clinton was guest of honour 
at the Imperial Palace. Tb 
ensure that, should the worst 
happen, the world would this 
time not know about it, the 
Japanese authorities insisted 
that pie-positioned television 
cameras be turned off, turned 
away from the tables and 
aligned parallel with the wad. 

r TVo weeks ago we drew at- 
X tendon to the uncanny 
resemblance between the pro- 
nouncements of a Bulgarian 
soothsayer named Granny 
Vhnga and those of our Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth Clarke. The 
evidence of Mr Clarke’s con- 
sultations with the blind octo- 
genarian was limited at the 
time to some telling echoes of 
the old lady's vague optimism 
in Mr Clarke’s statements. 

This week, however, in a 
move that can only fuel spec- 
ulation. Mr Clarke went to 
Sofia. The pretext was to at- 
tend the annual meeting of the 
European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development. 
But he took the opportunity 
while there to address the 
vexed question of Britain's 
participation in European 
monetary union. 

It was, he said, “perfectly 
possible that Britain might be 
a participant in economic and 
monetary union”. The words 
could have fallen from 
Granny's own lips. The sug- 
gestion of certainty in the 
word “perfectly”, immediate- 
ly undermined by the word 
“possible”, then squashed 
with the word “might”: those 
other politicians who visit 
Granny for guidance would 
surely recognise her style. But 


these suspicions should not 
bring shame on the Chancel- 
lor. If it was Granny Vanga 
who gave Mr Clarke the con- 
fidence to stand tty his“ bunch- 
es” and keep interest rates 
down in the face of Eddie 
Gauge's economic “wisdom", 
perhaps we should be thank- 
ful he is so open to advice from 
unconventional quarters. 

N icoletta Mantovani, talk- 
ing in an interview this 
week about the early days of 
her relationship with Luciano 
Pavarotti, complained: “At 
the beginning we had a lot 
of problems because 1 was 
bored to death by listening to 
opera.” 

Ms Mantovani has just sup- 
planted Adua, the tenor's 
partner in a marriage that was 
9 years old when Nicoletta was 
born. In the days Nicoletta re- 
ferred to, the relationship was 
supposedly one of secretary 
and employer. What kinds of 
problems was she talking 
about? Did she threaten not 
to type his letters unless he 
sang a few rock numbers? Was 
he driven mad by ringing tele- 
phones, which were magical- 
ly answered once he agreed to 
make a record with U2? 

Whatever happened at the 
beginning, however, every- 
thing has worked out in the 
end. “The last year was hell .. . 
because I don’t like to tell 
lies,” she was quoted as say- 
ing. “Since the truth has been 
revealed I'm happy.” 

James Roberts 


Four die in rush for Bosnia deadline 

Thzla — Four members of the Nato-Ied peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia died yesterday as the midnight deadline for the former 
warring parties to pull back soldiers and heavy weapons ap- 
proached. A Dane and a Lithuanian were lulled in a landmine 
explosion and two Swedes died when their armoured personnel 
carrier plunged off a road. A Nato spokesman said the deadline 
was unlikely to be met, even though the three sides were trying 
“as hard as they can". Under the Dayton peace agreement, the 
parlies were obliged to withdraw to barradss some 150,000 sol- 
diers, and to move 800 tanks and other weaponry to storage sites 
previously approved by Nato. AP 

Train crash in India kills 60 

New Delhi — A passenger train rammed into a stopped freight 
train in central India, killing at least 60 passengers, the Press Trust 
of India reported. The passenger train was travelling from Gorakh- 
pur, on the Indian border with Nepal, to Gouda in the central 
state of Madhya Pradesh when it collided with the freight train 
at Domingarh railroad station. AP 

Freed son vows to defend dictator father 

Tirana — Dir Hoxha, 47, eldest son of the late Co mm unist dic- 
tator of Albania, Enver Hoxha, completed a one-year jail term 
for inciting hatred but said that prison had not made him repent. 
Sentenced for publicly denouncing the leaders of the ruling De- 
mocratic Party and the people who toppled the old regime, he 
vowed to continue defending his father. Reuter 

Malaysia returns boat people to Vietnam 

Koala Lumpur — Malaysia took 317 Vietnamese illegal immi- 
grants on buses under heavy police escort to a navy base on the 
east coast, where they will return to Vietnam the same way they 
left - by boat. Among the boat people are children bom in Malaysia 
who are going to Vietnam for the first time. The immigrants are 
the first to be returned from Malaysia under the United Nations 
Orderly Departure Programme - forcible repatriation for im- 
migrants who refuse to go back voluntarily. Reuter 

Cambodia renews efforts over hostages 

Phnom Penh — Cambodia may need help from ThaDand to free 
a British mine remover and his Cambodian interpreter who were 
kidnapped by radical Marxist guerillas, a government official said 
Thursday. Christopher Howes, 36, of Bristol and Cambodian Houn 
Hourth, 30, were abducted by Khmer Rouge guerillas near the 
Ulh century temples of Angkor Wit in northwestern Cambodia 
on 26 March. They had been working with the British-based Mines 
Advisory Group, a demining organisation. AP 

France says ‘Non’ to gay weddings 

Paris — France has turned down a request from Sweden to al- 
low homosexual couples take romantic trips to Paris to be wed 
in the Swedish consulate there, the Swedish embassy said. Swe- 
den, which has allowed gay couples to be wed in a ceremony sim- 
ilar to a civil marriage since January 1995, asked France to let it 
stage the weddings in its Paris consulate, where about six het- 
erosexual* couples are married every month. Reuter 

Colombian lawmaker released unharmed 

Bogota - - Jose Maya Garcia, a key Colombian lawmaker kid- 
napped by leftist rebels over the weekend, was released unharmed 
late cm Wednesday by the National Liberation Army (ELN), in 
the same southwestern Valle del Cauca province where he was 
abducted on Sunday. Reuter 

I Abraham Lincoln's image 

I New York — An autographed pholo of former United States Pres- 
ident Abraham Lincoln sold for S39.100 (£25.400) at Christie’s, 

I leading a sale of rare signed photos of some of the may famous 
politicians, scientists and cultural figures of the past 150 years. 

I Karl Mara. Queen Victoria. Pope Paul VI, Charles Darwin, Ben- 
ito Mussolini the Beaties. Claude Monet. Helen Keller and Sig- 
I sound Freud were among up to 3Ufl celebrities and historical figures 
■ whose sign atures were on the block, but composer Gustav Mahler’s 
I pholo bfoughl the second highest price. $25,300. Reuter 














Professor Denis Sargan 


Denis Sargan was one of the 
world’s leading econometric 
theorists, playing a central role 
in establishing the technical 
basis for modern “time-series" 
econometrics. In a distinguished 
career spanning more Sian 40 
years as a teacher, researcher 
and practitioner of economet- 
rics, Sargan transformed both 
the rale of econometrics in 
macroeconomic modelling and 
the teaching of econometrics. 
He was Professor of Econo- 
metrics at the London School 
of Economics for over 20 years, 
eventually becoming the Tooke 
Professor of Economics and 
Statistics, and the dominant in- 
fluence on British econometrics 
throughout that period. 

Sargan was bom in Barnsley, 
Yorkshire. His early ability at 
mathematics won him a place 
at Doncaster Grammar School 
and gained him a Slate Schol- 
arship for entrance to Si John's 


College. Cambridge, where he 
pursued the Mathematical TH- 
ros, becoming a Senior Wran- 
gler. He joined the Scientific 
Branch of the Civil Service 
during the Second World War, 
but, on a visit to a bookshop to- 
wards the end of the war, he 
came across John Maynard 
Keynes’s General Theory of Em- 
ployment, Interest and Money 
(1936). He was so struck with 
Keynes's ideas for tackling mass 
unemployment that he took up 
economics on returning to 
Cambridge after the war, and 
completed a degree in 
Economics in one year. 

His career began as a Lec- 
turer in Economics at Leeds 
University, where he com- 
menced research into the dis- 
tribution of wealth, duopoly, 
production, and growth, ana sta- 
tistical lime-series problems 
(comparing several series of 
data over a period of time). 


During a visit to the Universi- 
ties of Minnesota and Chicago, 
his interests focused on the 
econometric theory of estimat- 
ing economic models from 
time-series data, and he rapid- 
ly established a reputation for 
insightful, rigorous and power- 
ful analyses. This research was 
published in Econometrica, the 
prestigious journal of the 
Econometric Society, and he 
was elected to a Fellowship of 
the Econometric Society in 
1963. He came to the Loudon 
School of Economics in 1964 as 
a Render in Statistics, joining 
A.W.H. (Bill) Phillips (of the 
Phillips machine and Phillips 
curve) and Jim Durbin; a 
Professorship in the Econom- 
ics Department followed in 
1965. 

His appointment took the 
LSE group to the technical 
forefront in research. Perhaps 
as importantly, he helped attract 


a vibrant group of young facul- 
ty and many able students to the 
redesigned MSc in Economet- 
rics. This achieved new heights 
of advanced teaching, and De- 
nis Sargan can be credited with 
the creation of a generation of 
econometricians trained to 
highly technical levels in all as- 
pects of quantitative econom- 
ics, adopting what is loosely 
called the “LSE approach to 
econometric modelling". 

His teaching would not 
please the current vogue for as- 
sessing “quality”: from a few 
notes, the most arcane math- 
ematics would flow with inad- 
vertent changes of notation, 
and key steps treated as obvi- 
ous. The effect was to force his 
students to rework the materi- 
al completely - from which 
ensued understanding and tech- 
nical expertise that would last 
a lifetime. He is remembered 
with awe as well as affection for 


the penetrating solutions he 
suggested after a few moments' 
thought on a problem that a stu- 
dent or colleague had struggled 
with for several weeks. Often he 
just pulled open a desk drawer 
and handed out his unpub- 
lished earlier analysis of the 
problem at hand- His modesty 
camouflaged a brilliant and 
creative mind, whose greatest 
difficulty was to comprehend 
how little most of us really, 
knew. 

By 1984, when he took early 
retirement, he had supervised 
more than 30 successful doc- 
torates. His past students cur- 


rently occupy Chairs at a host 
Of the worm's distinguish ed 


Of the world's distinguish ed 
universities, including LSE. Ox- 
ford. Yale. Madrid, the Euro- 
pean University Institute in 
Florence, and Athens. 

PCs empirical research com- 
plemented and motivated much 
of his theoretical work. PCs pa- 


per for the Colston Society 
conference at Bristol Universi- 
ty in 1963, published in its pro- 
ceedings in 2964, initiated the 
modem approach to time-series 
econometric modelling. 

Sargan can be credited with 
the conceptual foundations of 
that approach, the introduction 
of what has since become the 
dominant model form, and the 
technical solution of several of 
the key specification problems. 
The analytical apparatus was ap~ 
piled to the intractable problem 
of 1960s wage-price inflation, 
and Sagan highlighted the xole 
of real-wage resistance in wage 
bargains that was to prove a ' 
Stumbling block for incomes 
policies. In workshops, he and 
Bill Phillips would debate the 
relative merits of that model 
versus the Phillips carve, and 
both questioned the existence 
of any “trade-off” between 
inflation and unemployment- 




Gunther Wallenda 


Gunther Willenda was one of 
the few male members of his 
world-renowned circus family, 
the Great WaUendas, to die a 
natural death in old age. He was 
68 and died horn a heart attack. 

His uncle Willi was the first 
to die, killed while performing 
his highwire act in Gothen- 
burg, Sweden, when his bicyde 
was blown off the highwire as 
he performed a solo act at an 
outdoors winter date. Willi had 
previously worked wiih the 
Bertram Mills Circus in Britain 
for three years in the early 
1930s. In a terrible and horn- 


undoubtecDy the single most fa- 
mous highwire exponent since 
the gabled Blondin who crossed 
Niagara Falls on a highwire. 

Karl’s brother Herman, Gun- 
ther’s father, acceded to his 
wife's plans and retired from the 
dangerous profession in 1969 


when he was just 62, dying 
peacefully in 1985, aged S3. He 
had partnered his brother for 
over 40 years. 

During the phenomenal ca- 
reer of the Great ’Hfellendas, 
they received rave reviews 
around the world, and their tri- 
umphs and disasters were re- 
ported in nearly every lan guage 
Karl Waflenda is regarded as the 
greatest innovator of highwire 
routines in the almost 230-year 
history of the modern circus. 

Originally from Germany, 
where at one time they bad then- 
own circus, three generations of 
Wallendas had travelled Europe 
with their acts before Karl, 
Herman and Willi ventured to 
Cuba for a 12-week engage- 
ment, leaving Herman’s wife 
Lucile and the intent Gunther 
in Germany. In Havana, Amer- 
ica's leading circus magnate 
John Ringling spotted the fam- 
ily, booking it immediately for 
"The Greatest Show on Earth”. 


tying accident in Detroit at a 
Shrine Circus on 30 January 


The Watfendas appearing hi public, at Fort Worth, Texas, in 1963 for the first time since they fail 22 
months earlier, killing two members of the act; Gunther alone was left standing on the wire 


Shrine Circus on 30 January 
1962, two members of the Wal- 
Jenda troupe, Dieter Shepp 
and Richard Faughnan, were 
killed, and Mario, the adopted 
son of Gunther's unde Kart, was 
paralysed for life. Karl and 
Gunther’s tether Herman man- 
aged to ding on to the wire as 
they fell, saving the fall of the 
girl in the act, Jane Shepp, 
while miraculously one member 
of the act. Gunther Wallenda, 
then aged 34, retained his bal- 
ance and remained standing on 
the wire amid the falling 
bodies. 

Another Wallenda, Yerty, 
succumbed to a spectacular fall 
from a jOft-high swaypole in 
Omaha, Nebraska. And Karl 
W&llenda, the obsessive leader 
of the troupe for many years, 
continued working alone, gain- 
ing international fame from his 
spectacular walk across a wire 
above the Tallaulah Falls Gorge 
in 1970, appearing at the 1977 
Circus World Championships in 
London despite breaking bis 
neck only weeks before whilst 
making a television film based 
on his life in Florida. When 
asked how long he intended to 
go on working, he shrugged: “As 
long as the good Lord lets me." 

He met ms Maker, probably 
in the way he would have 
wished to, falling from a height 
of 120 feet, swept off the wire 
by wind while trying to wa&k a 
300ft gap between two hotels in 
San Juan, on 22 March 1978, a 
tragedy which gained front- 
page coverage in every news- 
paper of the world. He was 


Opening in New York in 
March 1928, they proved a sen- 
sational success, and apart from 
a winter season in London with 
Bertram Milis Circus in 1930- 
31 and a summer season at the 
Blackpool Tower Circus in 1939 
(from which , as war broke out, 
they fled back to America), 
they were associated with the 
Ringling Bros and Bam urn & 
Bailey Circus until the end of 
1946. 

Billboard , the US show-busi- 
ness “bible", described the Vlfei- 
lendas' number as “beyond the 
faintest doubt, the greatest, 
most thrilling act". While in Eu- 
rope with Mills and at Black- 
pool, they also fitten in 
engagements at the famous 
Cirque dTfiver in Paris, and in 
1933, during a Christmas lay-off 
from Ringling, appeared before 
the German Chancellor, Adolf 
Hitler, at the exquisite Winter- 
garten Theater in Berlin, fol- 
lowed by appearances in 



Gunther Waflenda, aged four, 
balanced on his unde Kart’s 
shoulders, at Olympia, 1931 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 


das were embroiled in a tragedy 
not of their own making, the dis- 
astrous circus fire in Hartford. 
Connecticut, on 6 July 1944. 
The Great Wallendas were ac- 
tually midway through their act 
when flames were spotted tick- 
ing up the sidewalls and the can- 
vas of the Big Top. As the band 
broke into “The Stars and 
Stripes Forever" to signal an 
emergency, the troupe, which by 
now numbered GuntheT in its 
contenU made a hasty descent, 
and none was injured save for 
Helen, Karl's wife, who was 
tram p led in the panic which fol- 
lowed. Gunther was among 
those who braved the flames to 
rescue helpless members of the 
public but at the end of the dis- 
astrous day 168 were dead, and 
400 seriously maimed, in the 
most horrendous circus tragedy 
of all time. 

The Great Wallendas left 
the Ringling show at the end of 
the 1946 season, and for a short 
while uncle Karl produced his 
own circus, the Wallenda Cir- 
cus; due to lack of business and 
bad weather, it lasted only 
weeks. Thereafter, they trav- 
elled North and South Ameri- 
ca with other circuses, and in 
1955 survived an earthquake in 
Nicaragua, which struck at the 
moment that Gunther Wallen- 
da placed his bike on the wire 
to cycle across. In 1961 they 


were with the Clyde Beatty-Cole 
Bros Circus, the world's largest 


Barcelona, and Leipzig’s Krys- 
tal Paiast theatre. Thanks also 
to the annual winter break of 
Ringling. the troupe was able to 
return to Mills in London for 
the 1935-36 season, working as 
“The Five Carlos". By this tune, 
Gunther had already been ini- 
tialed into the aerial exploits of 
the family: be had taken his first 
tenuous steps on the highwire 
at the age of five. 

When the Nazis began their 
offensives in the late summer of 
1939, the Wallendas had wise- 
ty left Britain and returned to 
America, shortly after becom- 
ing American citizens. While 
working for Ringling-Bamum in 
the ensuing years, the Wblten- 


Bros Circus, the world's largest 
tented show, where on 24 May 
that year, Monaco's Prince 
Rainier and his young Princess, 
Grace, marvelled at the 
Wallendas’ performance. 

Since as early as 1938. KarJ 
Wallenda had been dreaming of 
a new trick, the ultimate feat on 
the high wire, a seven-person 
pyramid, involving four “under- 
standers”, holding two more, in 
turn supporting the top person, 
all without a safety net. They 
perfected an act (and practised 
but never publicly performed 
one with eight people) which 
was, until quite recently, never 
duplicated by any troupe except 
the Bob Gerry Troupe at 
Olympia, London, at the Ber- 
tram Mills show in 1952-53, but 
this group used a safety net. 


Frangois-Regis Bastide 


Francois- Regjs Bastide was one 
of the last, and best, of what was 
once a common phenomenon 
-_lhe man of letters who served 
his country well both as a 
diplomat and as an artist. 

Bastide attended schools in 
Bayonne, in southern France, 
where he was given the usual 
thorough grounding (in those 
days) in philosophy, the G assies 
and modern languages. He was 
also a talented amateur musi- 
cian who had (aught himself to 
play the organ in his doctor fa- 
ther's Biarritz mansion, and 
then went on to become an 
accomplished pianist. 

In October 1944 he joined 
General Leclercs divisions in 
Germany, where he won the 
Croix de Guerre and developed 
a deep appreciation of all things 
German - music, literature, 
language. In politics, he was a 
militant socialist, and at the end 
of the Second World took up 


several appointments with cul- 
tural as well as political bearings: 
secretary-general of the Centre 
Culture! de Royaumont (1947) 
a nd pensionnaire of the Maison 
Descartes in Amsterdam 
(1950). 

In 1953, Bastide became lit- 
erary adviser to Seuil, a promi- 
nent publishing house that was 
to issue several of his books, and 
for whom he later took charge 
of an excellent musical series 
called Solfeges He began his 
literary career with three fine 
novels, Letire de Baviere (1947), 
La Troisiemc personne (1948) 
and La Jeune fiOe ct la mart 
(1952). Saint-Simon, his bio- 
graphical study of the great 
17th-century memoirist, won 
(he Grand nix de la Critique in 
1953. All are still selling in pa- 
perback. He was also one of the 
inspired producers and anima- 
te urs in the early days of the 
ORTF (Office de la Radiodif- 


fusion et Television Flranqaise) 
from 1949, working on dra- 
matic and literary programmes 
and a famous discussion series 
Le Masque et la Plume on both 
radio and television. He was to 
become President of th e trad e 
union Syn dicat National CFDT 
(Confederation Franqaise Dd- 
mocratique du Travail) from 
1968 to 1976. 

His experience of drama pro- 
duction at ORTF led to his join- 
ing the reading panel for the 
Comedie Francaise and the 
Odeon (1968-75). As a social- 
ist he became a municipal coun- 
cillor for his home town, 
Biarritz, in 1977, and the 
national delegate for the 
Socialist Party in 1978. 

Meanwhile, he was publish- 
ing a series of novels and essays 
from Seuil and Gallimard, of 
which LesAdicux won the Prix 
Fomina in 1956. It was fol- 
lowed by a veiled autobio- 


graphical account of his life at 
the Maison Descartes in Ams- 
terdam, Flora d’Amsterdam 
(1957), La Vie revie (1962) and 
Le Troisieme Concerto, award- 
ed the Grand Prix de la Televi- 
sion in 1963. This dramatic 
fantasy is about a concert pianist 
who has nightmares of having 
to interpret the (non-existent} 
third piano concerto of Maurice 
Ravel. 

His play, whose title is a 
tribute both to Germany and to 
Giraudoux, Siegfried 78, was 
produced in 1978. He wrote the 
adaptation and dialogues for a 
memorable television produc- 
tion of Flaubert’s L’Education 
sendmentale in 1973. He was a 
member of the jury for the 
Prix Mddicis, where he sat with 
that other great French 
Germanist Marthe Robert. 

With the triumph of Rranqois 
Mitterrand in the elections of 
1982, Bastide was appointed 


ambassador to Denmark (1982- 
85), then to Austria (1985-88). 
Then he became ambassador 
and permanent delegate to U fr- 
esco (1988-90). He was made a 
Minister Plenipotentiary hors 
classe in 1991. In the same 
year, the Acaddxnie Francaise 
awarded him the Prix Henri de 
Regnier in recognition of his en- 
tire literary output All these 
glittering posts and his experi- 


imaginary kingdom of Vil- 
lanovie in southern Europe. 


He employs the transparent 
device of writing about his el- 


ences in them appeared from 
tune to time in his novels, in 
which he casts a witty, ironical 
eye upon the social intrigues and 
hollow splendours of the diplo- 
matic world. Yet he was never 
world-weary, for he had im- 
mense love of life, and his wit 
was never too scathing, for it was 
of the kind that the French call 
spiritual , that is, humour with a 
gently malicious sparkle. 

Bastide's last work, 
L’Homme au disir d'amour 
lointain (1994), is set in the 


device oi writing about his el- 
derly hero, the French ambas- 
sador to the Firbankian court of 
Queen lima Regina, with whom 
he has an affair, in the third per- 
son, yet, giving him his own 
name, as tf in mockery of that 
literary trick. Bastide is the fa- 
miliar figure of a man in his six- 
ties who is eager to experience 
a final amorous adventure. 
Some of the best passages are 
classic meditations on old age 
and the absurd agonies of ro- 
mantic love. "If you do not un- 
derstand that love, true love, 
crazy love makes you want to 
ran away from it all, it means 
that you are the stupidest of 
men," the hero tells himself. 

There are also loving refer- 
ences to some of Bastide's lit- 


erary masters - Rilke, Valery 
Larbaud, Stendhal, all great 


travellers, as was the author. In 
the end, the hero does indeed 
flee from the love he has awak- 
ened: “Romanticism is a thing 
of the past. All we can hope for 
in our old age is the comfort of 
nostalgia." 

He implies that only a 
woman can find the courage to 
cherish romantic passion. A 
man finds himself confronted 
only with his own sexual urgings, 
and finds nothingness. 

Fran^ois-Rdgis Bastide was a 
gentleman of great charm and 
elegance. His long, witty face, 
with its touch of melancholy in 
the drooping eyes, was remi- 
niscent of Cocteau’s. Indeed, 
whenever they appeared in 
public together, Cocteau would 
flatter himself by introducing 
Bastide as his twin brother, 
only slightly younger”. But 
Bastide’s multifarious genius 
hid deeper roots than Coc- 
teau s. He lived a passionately 


honorary foreign owniher of fte 

and Sciences m m 

He and hts wife JJ* 
lard, whom he married in 
entertained most hosptehtyal 
their home. fostcnn£aira.fld' 

N’atmosphercoi the &chool.ruj 

was a keen gardener. 
as freelv about his hobby "Jute 
at the LSE 35 he did about 

econometrics. 

Dadd F. Hendry 


Sargan: the “LSE approach’ 
Photograph: LSE Photographic Unit 


Election as President of the 
Econometric Society came in 
time for its 1980 World Con- 
gress at Aix-en-Provence. Sar- 
gan was made a Fellow of the 
British Academy in 1981, and an 


John Denis Sargan. economist: 
bom Barnsley. Yorkshire 23 Au- 
gust 1924 ; Assistant lecture* 
Lecturer and Ruder. Li 
lentrv 1948-63, Reader 1963-64, 

Professor of Econometrics, Urn ? . 
don School ofEcononucs 1964- 
84, Tooke Professor oj fiwjw 
Science and Statistics 1982-84 
(Emeritus); FBA J981; mamed 
J953 Mary Millard fwo sans, one 
daughter): died Theydon Bots, 
Essex 13 April 1996. 


Tragedy struck the Great 
Wailendasat the Shrine Circus 
in Detroit's State Fair Coliseum 
on 30 January 1962, when the 
pyramid faltered and fell, killing 
two and miming a third mem- 
ber of the act and injuring three 
more. Only Gunther Wallenda 
remained unharmed, still stand- 
ing on the wire with his long 
balance-pole, and able to assist 
in the rescue of the three troupe 
members clinging precariously 
to the wire. Gunther displayed 
his courage and sang-froid the 
very next day, performing in an 
improvised act with his tether 
and Gene Mendez, high above 
the spot where his fellow troupe 
members had died. 

The Great Wallendas con- 
tinued, in true “show must go 
on" traditions, minus their dead 
companions. A re-enactment of 
the “seven pyramid" trick was 
mooted for a television docu- 
mentary by NBC, and for an ap- 
pearance in Forth Worth, Texas. 
But on 5 November 1 969. while 
rehearsing at their winter quar- 
ters in Sarasota. Florida, the 
wire slipped while anchored to 
a tree, the troupe falling some 
12 feeL None was seriously in- 
jured but Gunther received 
gashes to his head and dun, and 
lost all his front teeth. There was 
rumoured dissension among 
the Waflenda family and Gun- 
ther, who had recently remar- 
ried (his first wife, the Mexican 
Margarita CaudiJlo, having died 
from injuries incurred in 1559 
during her own aerial act), quit 
the troupe on the spot. 

He astonished his fellow 
artistes and the Wallenda fam- 
ily by then taking a high-school 
degree, going to the Universi- 
ty of South Florida and be- 
coming a geography and history 
teacher in Sarasota. But he 
continued to train other high- 
wire walkers, and for some 
years was on the training staff 
of the Sarasota Sailor Circus, 
leaching his long-acquired skills 
to budding professional and 
amateur wire-walkers. 


D. iVevii 


Gunther Wallenda, highwire 
artiste : bom 1927: died Saraso- 
ta, Florida 16 March 1996. 



Bastide: wit that was spirttuet 


committed life with admirable 
lightness of touch that 
concealed a rich humanity. 


Fran^ois-R^gis Bastide, writer 
bom Biarritz 1 July 
1926; died Paris 16 April 1996. 


BIRTHS 


CARSLAW: On 17 April, to Nirala (ncc 
Haymaal and Michael a daughter, 
Anna, a sister for Emilia. 


DEATHS 


DOWNS: Edith Florence Downs, died 
7 April 199b. aged 82. Funeral to be 
held at 2J0pm on Tuesday 30 .April 
at Beckenham Crematorium. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Marriages 


Mr D. C. Flshburn 

and Mrs R. A. Mallioson 

The marriage took place on 4 April 

1996, in London, between Mr 

Dale Fishbum and Mis Rosalind 

Mallinson (n£c Hoare). 


STUARTSMTTK: On 1 7 April, peace- 


fully at home after a courageous figti u 
Laurence Mem am, aged 56. Dearly 
lured husband of Liz. cherished fa- 
ther of Caroline. William and Sara, 
■tud a much-loved and respected 
brother, unde and friend. Private 
cnamtion. Thanksgiving service at St 
Dunsran's Cbun*, Cranbrook. Kent, 
on Thursday 9 May at 3pm. No flow- 
ers please. Donations, if desired, 
payable to Heart of Kent Hospice c/o 
J. Perigee & Son, Bank Street. Cran- 
brook, Kent TN17 3EF, telephone 
01 580 713636. 


Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services, Wedding annivmairies, to 
Mcmortam) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf Lon- 
don EI4 5UL, telephoned to 0(71-293 
2011 (24-bonr answering machine 
0171-293 20121 or faxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are changed at ALSO a line 
(VAT extra). 

OTHER Gazette anmancemenu i no- 
tices, functions. Forthcoming mar- 
riages, Marriages) most be submitted 
in writing (or faxed) and are charged 
at £10 a line. VAT extra- They should 
be accompa n ie d by a daytime telephone 
number: 


Birthdays 

Mr William BailUe, President, Roy- 
al Scottish Academy, 73; The Most 
Rev Luigi Barbmilo, Apostolic Pro- 
N unrip, 74; Miss Sue Barker, tennis 
player. 40; Mr Algy duff, chairman 
and chief ececulhc, duff Resources, 
56; Mr Tun Curry, actor, 50; Mr Glyn 
England, former chairman. Wind- 
cluster Ltd, 75: Sir Cyril English, ed- 
ucationalist, 83: Mr Trevor Francis, 
footballer, 4i Dr Norman God man 


go MacDonald, broadcaster, 52; 
Mr Dudley Moore, actor, 61; 
Mr Garfield Morgan, actor, 65; Mr 
Hugh O'Brian, actor. 71; Mr 
Jonathan Owen Jones MP, 42; 
Mr Murray Perahin, pianist, 49; Mr 
Alas Price, singer, 54: Sir John 
Roch, a Lord Justice of AppeaL 62; 
M Michel Roux, chef de cuisine, 55; 
Mr Peter Scott QC, 61; Mr Wflf 
Stevenson, Director, British Film 
Institute. 49; The Hon Michari "Bend 
MP. 44; Mr John Walls MP, 49; Miss 
Ruby Whx, actress, writer and tele- . 
vision presenter, 43; Mr Andrew 
Welsh MP. 52; Mr Philip Wroughton, 
Lord-Lieutenant for Berkshire. 63. 


Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 


The hukpaulaf s main switchboard 
number Is 0171-293 2000. 


MR 58; Sir Denis Henry, a Lord Jus- 
tice of AppeaL 65; Sir John H or lock. 
Professor of Engineering and Trea- 
surer, the Royal Society, 6& Mis Mar- 


Anniversaries 

Births: David Ricardo, economist, 
1772; Ludcn Levy-Bruhl, philoso- 
pher, 1857; Sydney Francis Barnes, 
cricketer, 1873; Richard Arthur War- 
ren Hughes, novelist, 1900; Jayne 
Mansfield (Vbra Jayne Palmer), ac- 


tress, 1933. Deaths: Philipp 
Melanchtbon (Schwarzerd). church 
refonner, 1560: Paolo Veronese 
(Cagliari), painter, 1588; George 
Gordon Noel Lord Byron, poet, 
1824; Sir Robert Somite, architect, 
1S67; Owen Jones, architect. 1874; 
Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Bea- 
cons fie Id, statesman and novelist, 
1881: Charles Robert Darwin, biol- 
ugfct, 1882; SirHemy John Ncwbolt, 
poet and author. 1938; Konrad Ade- 
nauer, statesman, 1967; Frankie 
Hownd (Frauds Alex Howard ). co- 
median, 1993. On this day: Sir Fran- 
cis Drake ailed into the harbour of 
Cadiz and sank the Spanish Beet at 
haxbour; this he called “ringing the 
King of Spain's beard", 1587; Prince 
Rainier III of Monaco married Grace 
Kelly, actress, 1956; Bangladesh was 
admitted to (lie Commonwealth, 
1972. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Alphege or Bphege of Canterbury, 
St Expeditus, Si Geroldus and St Leo 
DC Pope. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Humphrey Wine, 
“Innocents Abroad <ii): Claude. 
Landscape nidi the Marriage of banc 
and Rebecca"; 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Michael Keen, "British Landscape 
Painting", 130pm. 

Tate Gallery. Dominic Willsdon. 
“Mericau-Ponly's Cezanne", 1pm. 
British Museum: Anne Farrcr, 
“Images from the Western Lake: re- 
vival of Chinese colour prints", 
1.15pm. 


Society or Chemical Industry 
The Centenary Medal Award Din- 
ner of the Society of Chemical In- 
dustry was held yesterday evening a t 
the Hotel InterContinental, London 
wi. Dr A. Hayes, President, pre- 
sented the Centenary Medal to Dr 
Konin Paul, chief executive of Al- 
bright and Wilson pic. 


JJOYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


Dinners 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Jeremy Hanley MP, Minister of 
Stale for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a dinner at 
Lancaster House yesterday evening 
for the UK-Korea Forum for the 
Future. 


Franco-British Society 

Judge David Edward was the guest 

speaker at the 52 nd Annual G^ner- 

Su PP er of the 
Frairoo-Srmsh Society heldyestcidav 

^ thf? U ! bolgi ’ a TOC-Prcsidem 

prcside,i - Jol “ 
Mwtweil, Chairman, gave the annu- 
al report Professor Douglas Johnson 
presemed the society's 199?TS 

dnll for Celesfiru:: l^T' „ 
French ii%c. fir>m a 
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Synagogue services 

^taih of synagogue services to be# 
rf, * on *piTow may be obtained by 
telephoning the foDowint Sabbath . 
hepusui London at 7.49pm. 
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; news analysis 

The Daily Telegraph has turned on John Major. Paul Vallely charts his souring relationship with the Tory press barons 

With friends like this. . . 


J ohn Major. you would think . 

must be well used to such 
condemnation by now. ‘'With 
this government the whole is 
much worse than the sum of the 
parts,'* thundered the editorial. 
“Conservative MFs talking to 
alienated supporters in their 
constituencies tell us the most 
common answer to the ques- 
tion ‘What is wrong with this 
government?* is “Everything. ’ ** 
But this was the Daily Tele- 
graph, the natural home of 
Toryism and worse was to 
come, “people have no belief in 
the men or the measures, no 
expectation that they will be 
told the truth, no impression of 
competence, no faith or hope 
or charity.'* 

The days were already long 
gone when Private Eye could 
refer to the paper as the Daily 
Torygraph. But yesterday's 
broadside - ‘to refrain from 
general criticism and concen- 
trate on the particular is to migg 
the point” - marked a dramatic 
new low in the relationship 
between the Conservative Party 
and the paper once regarded as 
its house journal. 

Discncbantromwilh the pre- 
sent government is nothing new 
for the Tory press. After years of 
increasingly strident cri ticism, 
most papers finally parted com- 
pany with Mr Major during last 
year's contest for the leadership 
of the party. “No escape route 
without a new leader," pontifi- 
cated the Times. "Britain 
deserves better than continued 
drift and dither," opined the 
Daily Mail . “Major could not 
lead a dnema queue. He is 
damaged goods, a loser,” railed 
the Sun more demoticaJiy. 

The words reflected the grow- 
ing contempt of the three most 
important Tory press barons — 
Rupert Murdoch of News Inter- 
national, Lord Rothennere of 
Associated Newspapers and 
Conrad Black of the Tfelegraph 
group. Two of this group have 
even begun to flirt publicly with 
the Labour leader, Tbny Blair. 
Only last week Rotbermere 
announced that one of his 
papers might go so far as to teO 
its readers to vote Labour. 

But it is the disloyalty of the 
Telegraph - the voice of the 
shires and the most influential 
paper among backbench Tbries 
- that causes most pain in Con- 
servative circles. There, too, 
the disgnintlement is deep- 
seated. "It is time for Mr Major 
to go, and give another leader 
the opportunity to save the < 
Tories,” the paper said at the i 
time of the leadership contest { 
The editorial was written not t 
by one of the new-right ideo- J 
logues so favoured by Conrad ! 
Black but by the paper's then i 
editor, Max Hastings, an old- i 
school pragmatic Tory for 
whom decency was more I 
important than economic cor- y 
rectness. "Ceaseless fudge, I 
muddle, compromise and j 
obfuscation”, he argued, had 2 
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Pro-Major. 

Anti-Major 

“He badly needs 
to lake a strong 
line on some- 
thing" 


The Sun 
Stuart Higgins 

4.073,601 

Pro-Major 

Anti-Major 

“Thereat 
question is: who 
do the voters 
trust? A party 
that’s got 
inflation and 
mortgages down 
to rock bottom, 
or one that cl .n'm c 
it can do 
better..?" 


“If yon believe “Middle F-n glmri 

that the party of spoke in South- 

John Prescott. east Staflord- 

Matgaret Beckett shire —Mr Blair 

and Frank looks imbeat- 

Dobson stands able". 

far enterprise, 

km taxes and 

wealth creation, 

vouT believe in 

fanes.” 


Sunday Times The Times 
John With crow peter Slodhart 


68015 

Pro-Major. 

Anti-Major. 

i 

’’—by his own 
lights, he din go 
no further r 'and 
his are the lights 
That the 
government ■ 
fotkws". 


NoW 
Phil Hail 

4,656,716 

Pro-Major 

Anti-Major 

“To restore peace. 
John Major needs 
all his undoubted 
negotiating skill -of 
and energy. But fg 
above all, he most 2* 
be seen to have §P 
the fall support of 
parliament" ■" 


The Mail 
Paul Dacre 

2,093,713 

Pro-Major 

Anti Major 


Rdthermere 

Mad on Sunday Eve 
John Holborew Ma 

2038,465 463 

Pro-Major Pro 

Pro-Major • Pro 


Black 


Standard The Telegraph Sun Telegraph 

listings Charles Moore Dominic 

IS , . F aOiXAn 

> §1,027^82 658.455 


Highly critical of 
Major govern - 
meal's lack of - 

ok spine and jaind- . 
M P*e- 


“CtalyObe Rome 
Minister insists ' 


463,146 

Pro-Major •' 

Pro-major 

"Although the 
Tories remain way 


Un 8 ted/MAI 

The Express Sunday Express 
Richard Addis Sue Douglas 


Pro-Major 
Anti Major 


Pro Major 
Anti Major 


that the. PMnetv- behind in opinion 
adves w3f win the polk, a surprising 


“_ Mr Major, _Mr Major 
although person- re ma i ns alarm- _ 


new Efcctkm. 
Maybe. John 
Major can once 
again confound 
the sceptics and 
pall off another 
surprise victory." 


Impressed by his 
styte. critical of ; 
the content 


Winstead of deliv- 
ering hk promo- 
tional address 
(before japanese J 
businessmen) Mr 
■■ Blair might have 
'. done better to sil 
quiedy and let 
■ THEM lecture 


re Impressed. Hints.'.. “Mr Blair seems 
ft 'ifart h might sup- to spend most of 
jt po 4 %Ira at eieo-" his time playing 
y fiob bat wearied yo-yo as he 
£ that old Labour is retracts polky 
fi hirkmg in wings, statements issued 


number of MPs - 
Tbny Blair among 
them - are now 
concerned that 
the possibility of 
another Conserv- 
ative victory can- 
not be excluded." 
“Alleast we know 
where Ms Short is 
cooing from. But 
where is Mr Blair 

coming from and 


ally decent docs 
not stand for any- 
thing..." 


mglv equivocal in 
his attitude 
toward Europe. 
He sriQ says what 
he thinks his 
audience wants to 
hem." 


1.265.967 

Pro- Major 

Pro-Major 

Sifll respectful 
and keen to find 
good points "Mr 
Major is nothing 
if not dogged. 


statements issued where is he going 
by his old Labour to?” 
colleagues.” 


"^nothing Mr “fa flje wake of 
Blair has said the South-East 
convinces us that Staffordshire by- 
Labour can rem- election. Tbny 
edy our national P Llir w “5? r Pf' 

JEST'S, 

success must Rronertv Known 
therefore be as Labour." 
attributable- fa 
the Conserva- 
tives' fail tires." 


Blair may per- 
haps start refer- 
ring fa The Party 
Formerly Known 
as Labour." 


After his com- 
ments about 
Christianity. “He 
might End time, 
in plain English, 
to tell us what he 
plans to do if he 
becomes Prime 
Minister.” 


1,279,984 
Pro- Major 
Pro-Major 

“Given a good 
issue to fight on 
and the “smell of 
electioneering” in 
his nostrils, hie is 
by far the best 
asset the Tbries 
have.” 


“His driving 
ambition is togo 
down in history ns 
the Margaret 
Thatcher of the 
Left—. But it is by 
comparing him 
with Lady 
Thatcher that his 
reallimitations 
can be exposed." 


left the electorate “ignorant of 
what the Tories believe they 
hold power for, save to keep 
themselves in work". 

If a one-nation Tory patrician 
could allow the. Telegraph to 
advocate the disposal of a sitting 
Conservative prime minister 
what might happen when the 
ideologues took over? There 
was much concern in Major’s 
aides when Charles Moore, 
then editor of the Sunday Tele- 
ffupfL, was moved to take charge 
of the daily. “His rabid anti- 
Europe stuff was tolerable on 
Sundays," said one Major 
insider, “but not in the daily. It 
made it too mainstream.” 

A month or so after Moore 
took over he and Conrad Black 
were invited to Sunday lunch at 
Chequers - a rare honour for 
journalists. It was a concerted 
attempt to woo the Telegraph 


group back into the fold. 
Among the Tory big gnns also 
wheeled out were die Deputy 
Prime Minister, Michael Hes- 
eltlne, the Tbry chairman, Brian 
Mawhinney, and the right-wing 
Eurosceptical leader of the 
Tbries in the House of Lords, 
Viscount Cranboroe. A number 
of other senior Telegraph figures 
were invited, including the new 
editor of the Sunday, Dominic 
“son of Nigel” Lawson, the 
editor of the Spectator , Frank 
Johnson and the European 
Commissioners' chief hate-fig- 
ure, Boris Johnson. 

The happy days of Max 
Hastings and Douglas Hurd 
putting the world to rights 
over lunch at the Travellers 
might be long gone but minis- 
ters thought the Telegraph 
might return to the fold just as 
the Mail has (it has been run- 


ning strong anti-Labour mate- 
rial for months now). 

But any hope that Moore, 
who was the prototype young 
fogey in tris youth, would turn 
into a traditional flu-bottomed 
Conservative in his middle years 
was forlorn. Among his first 


graph camps. “I know that you 
think we're a bunch of homo- 
sexual fuckwiis,” said Moore to 
the paper’s news editor David 
Sapsted, a robust hard newsman 
of the old school, “but we know 
what we’re doing.” 

The result is a much closer 


Charles Moore had lunch with 
John Redwood only the day before 


moves was to import from the 
Sunday paper his two favourite 
leader writers, Paul Goodman 
and Dean Godson, whose style 
was vigorous, amusingly aich 
ami very right-wing, The views of 
the couple (who swiftly came to 
be irreverently known as Pearl 
and Dean) opened up a gap 
between the new and old Tele- 


reflection of the hard-right 
views of the Telegraph propri- 
etor, the Canadian media mag- 
nate Conrad Black. This is 
what might have been 
expected. When Black bought 
the Jerusalem Post he turned its 
editorial policy on its head, 
transforming the line of Lhe 
leading Israeli paper from a 


dove-ish to a hawkish one vir- 
tually overnight. The views in 
yesterday’s leader - “culling 
taxes, including capital taxes, 
and spending so that Labour 
would either liraj> behind them 
or be forced out into the open 
and declare its tax-and-spend 
philosophy" and abandoning 
the vision of Europe embodied 
not just in the single currency 
but in the whole of the Maas- 
tricht treaty - were pure Black. 

They were also pure John 
Redwood. In the days when 
Redwood was still a Cabinet 
minister he was invited to lunch 
at the Telegraph. Perhaps sig- 
nificantly Max Hastings did not 
turn up, leaving it to his then 
deputy Simon Heffer to host. 
Evidence of the Black attach- 
ment to Redwood was also 
provided by Andrew Neil, the 
former editor of the Sunday 


Times. When Hastings quit 
unexpectedly. Black 

approached Neil, who 
recounted at the time the Canar 
(ban's attachment to the politics 
of Redwood and Portillo. One 
of the stumbling blocks 
between the two men was Neil’s 
insistence that, in the view of 
the general public, both are 
unelectable. 

Conspiracy theorists will 
therefore draw nourishment 
from the fact that Charles 
Moore - who supported John 
Redwood in the leadership con- 
test - had lunch with the former 
Cabinet malcontent on Tuesday 
- the day before the blistering 
editorial was written. “But the 
idea is not to suggest that Major 
should be dumped,” said one 
Telegraph insider yesterday. 
^We just want to pul some lead 
in his pencil.” 


Mainstream Tories are furi- 
ous. “What’s important about 
this trumpeting clique,” said 
one yesterday. “The Telegraph 
is owned by a foreigner who 
may be bright but who has lit- 
tle understanding of British 
culture. It is edited by an old 
Etonian who's probably never 
been in a comprehensive in his 
life. And it is written by a 
bunch of d ever prats who have 
no grounding in the kind of 
journalism which would ever 
have got them out on the 
streets and in contact with real 
life. The answer to Blair’s rad- 
ical centrism is not to lurch to 
the right like this. If these peo- 
ple have a hand in shaping a 
post-defeat Tory party they will 
lead it into fantasy land ” 

It will, of course, be more 
complicated than thaL News- 
papers influence not through 
their leader columns - few peo- 
ple actually read them, market 
researchers say. But they do 
shape readers' view of the world 
by choosing material carefully 
crafted to amuse and titillate 
readers and underpin their prej- 
udices. Thus the politics of the 
Sun rests in its world view cir- 
cumscribed by fear, greed and 
sex; those of the Mail lie in its 
preoccupation with taxation, 
house prices and family values 
and public morals. The real 
question is: can Lhe Telegraph 
translate its Europhobia from 
its opinion column to its news 
and features pages? 

And this is where it runs up 
against the paradox that paral- 
yses the heart of modem Con- 
servatism. The days of That- 
cherite simplism are over. 
There is a contradiction in the 
Conservative economic and 
cultural world views. Econom- 
ically Tories must be in favour 
of the new global capitalism. 
But its ruthless modernising of 
the economy - with its down- 
sizing and contract culture - has 
now hit the middle classes as 
much as spasms in manufac- 
turing once hurt the working 
classes. In a globalised econ- 
omy we are all working-class. If 
key conservative cultural values 
are to be maintained then com- 
promises may have to be made 
in subsuming our Britishness 
into a European-ness that can 
fend off some of the most dire 
effects of unfettered competi- 
tion from the Pacific Rim. In all 
this there can be no plain-as- 
pikestaff lory slogans any 
more. 

The Conservative Party, the 
Telegraph leader fulminated, 
“now resembles a dinosaur, 
having a very small head and a 
very large body. The head is 
Euro-enthusiasl and the body is 
Euro-sceptic.” An unhappy 
metaphor, not least because 
the head, however small, is 
where the brain resides. More 
than that, the dinosaurs all 
died ouL It was not that they 
failed to adapt. Rathei lhe 
times changed around them. 




Licensed to thrill 
in the Lords 

The. name’s Howe, Geoffrey Howe. 
One gjjnt of his glasses and women 
fain t, Thant him with the jibe of being 
savaged by a dead sheep and he wi ll 
throw his dry sherry, shaken not stirred, 
in your face. Lord Howe is the one, the 
only, holder of the passport numbered 
007. . 

Douglas Hurd, th e former foreign sec- 
retary, has, as I reported some time ago, 
- - • nabbed the chief 

prize of passport 
number O0L But 
Lord Howe’s is 
probably the one 
that all Cabinet 
ministers secretly 

sought 

one, that is. S 
'Sr ^ 007 films may 
JM have embraced a 

could the numbers 007 have accompa- 
nied the p ic t u re of a female prime min- 
ister? It seems noL At the launch of a 
report on opening our doors to EU 
travellers yesterday. Lord Howe dis- 
closed that his 007 number had been 
offered first to the then prime minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, who declined. 

probably very wisely. By now the 
much travelled LadyT would have 
heard the same joke from every immi- 
gration officer. Mind yon, whether me 
mm cinema-going, non fiction-reading 
former prime minister would have 
known who James Bond was is another 
matter. 


A breathtaking 
schedule 

. Bin Houghton, ' principal trumpet for 
. the BBC Symphony Orchestra, is 
- emendin g considerable stocks ofthe 
provSSpuff this week. 

m Germany on Friday night. fh« e 
oa Saturday and inns m the London 
Marathon go Sunday. As soon as the 


race finishes, he flies back to rejoin the 
German tour to use whatever puff be 
has left in the final concert that same 
njghL 


Follow the fat cats - 
and watch the fur fly 

Fighting talk from the new Sunday busi- 
ness newspaper, entitled - with great 
perspicacity - the Sunday Business. 

Pre-teunch, staff gathered in the 
founder Ibm Rubython’s Maryjebone 
flat tor a rousing pep talk before next 
Sunday’s launch. Rubythoo, you will 

■a . •••• . — — — 


recall, was the former founder of Busi- 
ness Age magazine - and as such earned 
a certain notoriety for the staggering 
regularity of his appearances in the libel 
courts. The magazine reportedly had to 
put aside £6,000 a week just to cover its 
editor’s somewhat daring interpreta- 
tions of defamation lawk 
Undaunted by this trail of litigious 
encounters, Rubython introduced the 
assembled staff to his “hot shot” lawyer. 
“Any doubts about a story, folks- this 
is your manf” be assured them. And to 
prove it, he put his money where his 
mouth is: a cool £5,tXX)far the first Sun- 
day Business journalist to "nail a fat 
cal". 


gfcggJMfe ffi t wwri tf Tates .* ; 


> ftfefictfcs. . 


It is hard to say who will be more 
worried by the challenge - Britain’s fat 
cats, or the Sunday Business lawyer. 


Orange controversy 
could prove fruitful 

The judges ofthe 
newwomen-only 
fiction prize may 
not have thought 
much of the 
overall entries - 
judge and norel- 
ist Susan Hill, 
you will remem- 
ber, said the 
quality of entries 
was “abysmal, 
terrible”. But the 
prise’s sponsor is happy, almost. Orange, 
the mobile phone company, which is 
sponsoring the £30,000 prize, confirmed 
to me that the agreement is “potentially” 
a three-year sponsorship but there is a 
danse for a revaluation a month after the 
prize is awarded. That sounds like a 
warning note. 

But there is a silver lining. Orange’s 
head of public relations, Mark 
Humphrey, added: “It is looking very 
encouraging. The Booker Prize has 
written congratulating us on the amount 
of coverage; we’ve hid more than they 
get in 10 years.” 


HM Customs, simply 
the best 

I receive a note headed "Important 
Message” from those considerate chaps 
at HM Customs and Excise. Ever help- 
ful, they are simp lifting the VAT regu- 
lations. The message rends: “As a dereg- 
ulatory measure, the implementation of 
the Second VAT Simplification Direc- 
tive has changed the definition for the 
treatment of processing work from 
goods to services.” 

If only ail of life were so simple. 


Eagle Eye 


VI-SPRING 



UPGRADE TO A SUPREME VI-SPRING 
BED AT NO EXTRA COST 

I F YOU ARE THINKING OF BunNG a new bed, For decades, Vi-Spring beds have been tbe 
Vi-Spring has a unique proposition far you. On benchmark of qualm thrnuefiouz die M 


I F YOU ARE THINKING OF BUYING A new bed, 
Vi-Spring has a unique proposition far you. On 
new orders placed up to 20th May you can buv a 
SUPREME version of the Baronet, Herald, 
Regal or Tiara for the standard model price. 
Vi-Spring Supreme beds repres e nt the ultimate in 
luxury and comfott and are band made to a higher 
specification than any other beds. Using the unique 
Vi-Spring hand pocketed spring system each 
tensioned steel spring works independently to rot 
thoroughly even' pan of tbe body. 


For decades, Vi-Spring beds have been the 
benchmark of quality throughout cbe bed industry. 
The Supreme versions of these beds are made lo 
even higher specifications. The Herald Supreme's 
upholstery for example has the addition of natural 
curled hair for added comfort. In partnership with 
specialist retailers. Vi-Spring is funding this 
remarkable offer which adds up to substantial 
savings. Shnpls cut out the voucher and take it to 
one of the participating specialist, and make the 
comparison for voursetf. 


UPGRADE 

OFFER 


FOR A FULL PARTICIPATING STOCKIST LIST PLEASE CALL 
FREEPHONE 0800 592952 (NORMAL OFFICE HOURS) 

When you h» Jiwu YV>7nnjC%v.>%,^.HvskU-.P.r--M v«TiirfA^e<lfr«nap«aarato»;Mui;VM, 
tins t .-nii iftti i,. »•«* t« a* S' rwi cqunaicnr at no cun ctt*J 
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Israel must call 
off the killing 


W hatever reasons Israel may have 
had for its week-old onslaught on 
southern Lebanon, the massacre at Qana 
yesterday demands, on both moral and 
political grounds, that the Ill-fated cam- 
paign be called off. To shell a UN peace- 
keeping base crowded with civilian 
refugees, killing dozens of people, defies 
both explanation and excuse. The shelling 
of Qana was a gross strategic and his- 
. torical error, Israel can only be dimin- 
ished by such an act of futile bloodshed. 

One has to believe that the refugees, 
sheltering under the UN flag, were not 
shelled deliberately. According to one 
account, a Hizboliah Katyusha rocket bat- 
tery was hidden nearby. Yet it is impos- 
sible to accept that this was an unfortu- 
nate mischance of war. still less that the 
Lebanese people have brought this pun- 
ishment upon themselves for harbouring 
Hizboliah. Whatever the final explanation 
for the disaster at Qana. it flowed inex- 
orably from the disproportionate nature 
of Israel's onslaught on southern 
Lebanon. 

This has not been a scientific military 
campaign, pin-pointing Hizboliah rocket 
launchers. By the Israeli government’s 
admission its aim has been political, to 
coerce the Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments into doing something about 
Hizbollah’s attacks on settlements in 
northern Israel. The instrument of that 
coercion is, by implication, the threat to 
the civilian population of southern 
Lebanon, who were to be forced from 
their homes. It was always likely then that 
at some stage there would be large civil- 
ian casualties. The Israeli forces, joyfully 
released from defending against Hamas 
suicide bombers - a frustraiingly invisi- 
ble enemy - have shown all too scam con- 
cern for the safety of Arab Chilians. In 
that context, Qana was a tragic blunder 
just waiting to happen. 

Hizboliah is equally callous of civilian 
life. It is, without doubt, a dangerous and 
unscrupulous enemy of the state of Israel. 


There is no question of Israel's right to 
defend itself. That flows from its right to 
exist It is quite proper for it to protect 
those settlements in the north which 
have been besieged by rocket attacks. Yet 
the assault on southern Lebanon is quite 
disproportionate. 

It is not primarily a military camp aig n; 
it is a political campaign and a vicarious 
one at thaL Hamas is a far more insidious 
and dangerous enemy than Hizboliah; 
Israel cannot easily strike at Hamas, so it 
strikes where it can. The central motive is 
to bolster the electoral chances next 
month of the Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres. A further motive is to convince the 
Syrian government that it should join more 
enthusiastically in the Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr Peres believes his re-election is 
indispensable to the peace process. He 
may be right- The assault on Lebanon is, 
in that sense, arguably a war to further the 
peace. But this is a tortured argument. 
The reality is that the fragile fabric of 
Lebanon is being torn apart, creating 
greater instability in the region, and 
Israel’s Arab friends and partners have 
been put on the defensive. In the Middle 
EasL blood can only beget further blood. 
Witness, already, the murder of Greek 
tourists in Egypt yesterday by Islamist 
gunmen, apparently seeking revenge for 
the initial Israeli assaulL 

President Bill Clinton, a virtual by- 
stander until now, has been jolted by yes- 
terday's massacre. He is to send a senior 
official to the Middle East This is not 
enough. He should immediately dis- 
patch his Secretary of State. Warren 
Christopher, to apply as much pressure 
as necessary to both Israel and Syria to 
achieve a ceasefire. Mr Clinton has elec- 
toral constraints of his own. But his cam- 
paign will not be served by a collapse of 
the Middle East peace process. He must 
now intervene, forcefully and personally, 
to save Mr Peres from the consequences 
of his own disastrous and bloody logic. 


Tory tonic is poison 


S o the newspaper that brought us fan- 
tasy football has turned its attention to 
fantasy politics. Yesterday the Daily Tele- 
graph finally exploded with rage and frus- 
tration at the failures of John Major's gov- 
ernment. dismissing it as an unqualified 
disaster and calling for a crusade against 
Brussels, combined with “bold” lax and 
spending cuts. It accused ministers of lying 
about Europe and demanded that they 
accept that membership of a European 
currency would be an “act of national 
betrayal". It is not hard to see whose pro- 
gramme the paper has signed up to: its 
outraged rhetoric was strongly flavoured 
by the politics of John Redwood. The 
once- loyal “Tory graph” has joined the dis- 
sident right. 

Things have come to a pretty pass when 
the Independent is obliged to defend a 
Conservative prime minister against the 
Daily Telegraph. We have never been 
ardent admirers of Mr Major in criticis- 
ing his style of leadership our Topr neigh- 
bours at Canary Wharf are following a fine 
of argument developed here for several 
years. But he is the only credible Tory 
leader until the election, and his strategy 
of slogging on is vastly more sensible than 
the wheeze for a Tory revival presented 
to readers of the Telegraph. Its editors 
have prided themselves on their stolid, 
tweedy calm. They seem to be panicking. 

Their bold tax cuts are all very well: but 
to promise tax-cutting is hot air unless you 
specify how you will cut spending. Just as 
Labour spending plans need to be tax- 


costed, so Tory tax cuts need to be spend- 
ing-costed. But 3s so often, the suggestion 
for tax-cutting is chucked into the final 
paragraph of a hand-wringing article for 
rhetorical effect Norman Lamont has 
suggested cutting means-tested benefits 
and introducing charges for health care. 
If the Tory right wants to go into the next 
election offering “clear blue water” in the 
form of tax cuts, let them describe simi- 
lar measures. Thus far, they dare not. 

On the European Union, the Telegraph , 
like the loty dissenters, comes vejy close 
to advocating withdrawal. There is an eco- 
nomic case for a looser relationship with 
the EU. But for Major to move that way 
now, beginning by ruling out forever 
British membership of the single currency 
- no matter how well it was working for 
the states within it - would destroy this 
government almost immediately. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, would 
certainly resign, followed by other minis- 
ters. A phalanx of infuriated Conservative 
backbenchers from the pro-European 
wing of the party would refuse to support 
Major in a confidence vote in these cir- 
cumstances. Thus the programme offered 
by the Daily Telegraph as the Ibiy tonic 
would prove an almost instant political 
poison for the Tory administration. It 
might well be good for the country; but 
only if you think that what the country 
needs is Tony Blair as Prime Minister as 
soon as possible. We can only commiser- 
ate with Mr Major that his friends show 
such little judgement. 






The Birdwatcher 


-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

How Lebanon fell victim to its own liberal democracy 


Sin Your letters today (IS April) 
move me, as a resident of Beirut 
in happier times, to offer a 
response, in particular to Pro- 
fessor Waterman of Haifa, who 
correctly sees the statehood and 
sovereignty of Lebanon as the 
core dilemma. 

What the Lebanese had pre- 
served up to the 2970s was a pros- 
perous self-regulating liberal 
democracy with a precariously 
representative parliamentary 
structure. This was widely 
regarded - notably by American 
businessmen - as living proof of 
what could be achieved by an 
enterprising people subjected to 
a minimal burden of govenunenL 

Unfortunately, Syria never 
recognised its independence, 
never agreed to an exchange of 
ambassadors, even (hough both 
countries became, as sovereign 
states, members of the United 
Nations on the same day. As for 
control over territory, I need not 
recapitulate the process by which 
such control was eroded, from the 
time when Nasser sought to draw 
Lebanon as well as Syria into the 


United Arab Republic. The coun- 
try became the victim of its laud- 
ably open mental and physical 
borders, the corollary of its anti- 
dictatorial system of government 

But Israel must make up its 
mind what it wants cm its north- 
ern borders. A permanent exten- 
sion of the most obdurately hos- 
tile of (he dictatorships mentioned 
by Daniel A Shine (Letters, 18 
April) or a truly independent 
Lebanon devoted to its tradi- 
tional art of minding its own prof- 
itable business? It is. of course, too 
late toTiape for the friendly neigh- 
bour that Lebanon might have 
become if its recognition of pos- 
sessing shared interests with Israel 
had not been squandered by 
countless demonstrations that 
Israel regards Lebanese fives and 
interests as inferior in value. 

The US must also look'inlo its 
heart and its history. America lias 
been significantly engaged In 
Lebanon for well over a century. 
Its prolonged blindness to the 
value of Lebanon as a pro-West- 
ern bulwark has been revealed 
once again by its present treat- 


ment of Syria f js the only “peace 
partner” worthy of courtesy. 
Washington’s message continues 
to be: put me through to your 
strong man — if you haven’t got 
one, don’t waste my time. Can the 
British government possibly 
endorse this attitude? 

The only, absurdly tiny gleam 
of hope I see here is that few er 
EngLish-sp^akers refer nowadays 
to “the” Lebanon (reflecting a 
quirk of Fnencb grammar) as if it 
were a mere geographical region 
like “the" Weald or “the" Dor- 
dogne. I.ebanon is just Lebanon 
in the standard English Bible, but 
then Israel is just Israel and the 
temple was built of cedarwood. 

Bernard Noble 


ally placed a very high priority on 
protecting innocent civilians at 
the expense of forewarning 
Hizboliah and. In' definition, 
increasing the dangers .to . their 
own soldiers 

Richard Couis 
Borehajnwood, 
Hertfordshire 


i.-ael is just Israel and the Sin The arrogance of Panl WfiUer half that in countries like Ger- 
was built of cedarwood. (letter, 17 March) is typical of many, France, Holland, the US, 
Bernard Noble what we Arabs have to live with, and 25 per cent behind Italy (in 
Former Deputy-Registrar He reminds us that “the Arab-; terms. of spending per capita). 
: International Court of Israeli wars of 1948, 195fi?1967 i TTie inevitable consequence, say 
Justice;, and J973 have already tfteacademics, is a .severe reduc- 
The Hague. Netherlands strated the consequence pfwRj*- tio'n m tmiversity research - to 
' mg war with Israel”: He impliW ensure that what remains isprop- 
s in the interests of us all, that we Arabs have no chance no eriy funded to maintain high 
s includes the Arabs, that matterbew hard we tty and we quality and support acceptable 
sstrong.lt is Israel that is should just fie low and accept career conditions for researchers. 
>cracy, maintains the sta- nitat mighty Israel decides for us. Contraction and further nar- 

i in a disgustingly violent William Nasr rowing of the research base spells 

ind deflects the often vio- Badby, Northamptonshire withdrawal from contributions 


Sir: If. is in the interests of us all, 
and This includes the Arabs, that 
Israel is strong. It is Israel that is 
a democracy, maintains the sta- 
tus quo in a disgustingly violent 
region and deflects the often vio- 


Nato troops co-operate in Bosnia Judges guard our freedoms 


Sir: Christopher Bellamys article 
on Nato in Bosnia (16 April) con- 
fuses the military and the civilian 
components of the peace process. 
There is bound to be a debate 
about the prospects for security in 
Bosnia when the Nato troops' 
mandate runs out at the end of die 
year. The outlook will inevitably 
depend to a great extent on 
whether a stable political envi- 
ronment has been created fol- 
lowing the elections due to be held 
in Late summer or early autumn. 

The civilian side of implement- 
ing the Dayton peace agreement, 
for which Carl Bfldt is responsible, 
is indeed more disparate than the 
military side, as Dr Bellamy 
observes. It involves subjects which 
range from co-ordinating eco- 
nomic reconstruction and human 
rights activities to reinforcing the 
independent media and promot- 


ing political co-operation between 
different groups. The goals and 
the deadlines are necessarily less 
precise and quantifiable than 
those for military implementa- 
tion. Re-creating civil society out 
of the bitter aftermath of war is 


Sir: Baiting judges about their 
s/jrial and educational back- 
grounds is diverting sport (though 
fiardfy more challenging than 
rstaooting fish in a barrel) but David 
Walker (“Who do these guys think 
they are?”, 17 April) is wide of Che 


bound to be a more complex and | mark in targeting judicial activism 
long-term task than disengaging as a threat to democracy, 
the armies - difficult as that is. It “Political” decisions by the 
is therefore misleading to suggest courts are nothing new. As part 
that the civilian and the military of the “checks and balances” in 
arms of the operation are some- our division of state power, 


government ministers just as they 
bind everyone else. 

It is particularly important to be 
dear about these constitutional 
fundamentals when the govern- 
ment of the day evinces scant 
regard for the law. The Major 
administration’s attitude towards 
legality lurches from cynical oppor- 
tunism (when foreigners won’t buy 


how in conflict or in competition. 
We have an outstandingly good 
partnership with 1-For on th« 
ground Our tasks are different 
and complementary and will conr 

tinue to be so- whatever happens 
at the turn of the year. 

Michael MacWiy 
Office of the Hiyh 
Representative 
Sarajevo 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone - 
n amber. (Fax: 0171-293 2054k e-mail: letters@independentxo.ok) 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


The ballad of the little white van 


A s regular readers will know, I 
am amassing a collection of 
modem folk ballads all about life 
on the motorways of Britain. 

Here's a rather nice ballad told 
me by a driver 1 met recently in 
the non-smoking area of the 
Granary Kitchen at the Newport 
PagneU Service Area. 

As I go down the motorway 
To Weston-super-Mare 
Or Cardiff, or to Swansea, 

Or Bath, or anywhere, 

I sometimes get the feeling 
As down the road I roar 
That everything that ’s happening 
Has happened to me before. 

It doesn't really matter 
If it’s M4 or M2 
- 1 always get this feeling 
Of definite dejd to, 

A strange, disturbing feeling, 
Impossible to explain. 

That things which once have 
happened 

Are happening again. 

It’s not the motorway scenery 



Which always seems the same, 
It’s not the signs or bridge design 
Or the countiyside I blame 

- Oh no! I point the finger 
At a rat-faced little man 
Who sits upright at the steering 
wheel 

Of an off-white little van. 

I first overtook that vehicle 
Nearly an hour ago 
And then he overtook me 
Though I wasn’t going slow 

And then I overtook him 
And then he came past me 
And now we pass each other 
Fairly regularly. 

Every time T waken 
From my motorway reverie 


If I’m not overtaking him 
He’s overtaking me. 

I seem to go no faster 
Or slower, come to that. 

So bow on earth does he pass me. 
The dirty little rat? 

Every time I pass him 
I leave him well behind. 

And then five minutes later 
What do you think I find? 

A scruffy little vehicle 
With muddy marks and dents 
Overtaking my iimo! 

It simply doesn't make sense ... 

I never see him look at me 
And he never catches my eye, 
But we know each other well by 
now 

As we pass each other by. 

I’ve seen that man in his little van 
On the road to Avonmouth 
And Tve also seen him going past 
On the M2, heading south. 

Tve seen him coming on at Leeds 
And off on the Reading road. 
And I fancy once I saw him. 


Near Plymouth, being towed, 

I 

I’ve seen him in the Midlands 
Going towards Liverpool ' 
And Fve passed him up in 1 
Scotland 

Heading for Ultima Thule.! 

Ob, life is like a roulette wheel. 
And what goes round, comes 
back. 

And the thing that comefc.most 
often . ; 

Is a van with a bit of sack 

Tying together the handles 
On the door. which no 1 ringer 
works 

And I know Tve seen that van 
before ■ j 

Elsewhere, in other dies. 

And it’s starting to drive me 
crazy |‘ 

Seeing that little white van 
Creeping up in my mirror 
Going as fast as he can, 
i 

And my only consolation 
In my haunted misery 
Is that if I'm sick of him, 

He must hate the sight of me! 


judges are not only permitted but 
positively bound to make politi- 
cal derisions. When judges inter- 
vene in the activities of govern- 
ment to ensure that ministeis do 
□at exceed the powers entrusted 
to them by Parliament they act as 
the servants, not the usurpers, of 
democracy. Parliament is the 
elected representative of the peo- 
ple and the laws its makes bind 

Halting the ! 
Railtrack scam 

Sin Were it not for the Labour 
Party’s abject refusal to give any 
sort of firm commitment to re- 
acquire Rail track, the privatisa- 
tion process could be halted. 

The Liberal Democrats set out 
how we would do it some time 
ago, and have been calling on 
Labour to join us. Had they done 
so, this disastrous scam would not 
have got as far as it has. 

Your commentary (“Rail sell- 
off gives the wrong signals”, 15 
April} provided even more damn- 
ing evidence - by selling Rail track 
fora fraction of its real value, writ- 
ing off billions of pounds of debts, 
ana promising huge bonus divi- 
dends to shareholders the Gov- 
ernment is screwmglhe taxpayer. 

The ironic thing is that once in 
the private sector, the railways will 
cost the taxpayer more chan at 
present - an extra £700m a year. 

David Chtogey, MP 
(Eastleigh, Lib Dem) 
House of Commons 


the face of censure from the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights). 
There is no written constitutional 
guaran tee of fundamental human 
rights in the United Kingdom. 
The only thing that stands between 
the individual and oppression in 
the name of crude majoritarianism 
is the law, as applied and developed 
by the judges. 

Paul Roberts 
Department of Law 
University of Nottingham 

Roads to a life of 
horrible isolation 


ensile that what remains is prop- 
erly funded to maintain high 
quality and support acceptable 
career conditions for researchers. 

Contraction and further nar- 
rowing of the research base spells 
withdrawal from contributions 
to the advance of knowledge, and 
decline in the national capacity to 
create wealth and to ensure qual- 
ity of life in the future. 

Dr John Mulvey 
E xecutive Secretary 
Save British Science Society 
Oxford 

Three decades of 
ban on drugs 

Sin I cannot resist reminding 
your readers that in 1966 doctors 
m Ipswich adopted a voluntary 
ban i oq the prescribing of amphet- 
amines and succeeded in elimi- 
nating them completely from the 
environment Doctors no longer 
prescribe them and chemists no 
longer stock them. This pattern 
was endorsed at the Annual 
Meeting of the British Medical 
Association in 1968, and it is 
interesting to see that 28 years 
later [with the Government's pro- 
posed ban on amphe tamine -style 
shunning pihsj, things have gone 
full circle (report, 9 April). 

Dr Frank Wells 
, Director 
Department of Medicine 
The Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical 
Industry 
London SW1 


Sir You quote the British Roads The A^ocSion of the 

Of the mSXSS 

jam is nigh . 15 April) as fearing Indue#™ 

a “horrible, cold, isolatioiSt London SWI 

future” when teleworidna reduces London SW1 

traffic. Their success in hijacking ~ — 

transport policy towards the car TOD table matinprc 
has meant paths, lanes and vil- F AC 

lags severed by dangerous roads. Sin Is England the only country 
have Jp bf escorted where you can immediately teU 
to school through the deadly a person’s class pri me (reports 

i!5S* f 2 d d f ly . lraffi i of 18April) by the w^thttyhSd 

MwiTSife and C? Tto 


social interaction seems to be the 
exchange of insults. If only there 
were a decent public transport 
option for those people, if only 
they could walk or cycle safely. 

Nothing could be worse than 
the tKimble isolationist present to 
which the BRFs lobbying has 


clenched fists of the worker, pre- 
sumably to cut impossibly tough 
cheap meat. Hie delicacy of me 
lower middle class,, knife and 
fork as quill pens lightly to cut 
through ham salad Sunday teas. 
The Confident firm handlin g of 


present - an extra i/OOm a year, sensible values can deln/er^ 
DAVTDOflDGEY.MP filture where ihe blight ofthec^ 
(Eastleigh, Lib Dem) has been lifted. ^ ™mecar 

House of Commons Philip i NSALL 

Bristol 

‘Tainted’ money Sir. Having read the feats Of cor- 

Sir I take it that those who abhor SS2 < SitosI t S/SS? l f D& 
the use of money tainted by Slav- bound to say, kncwrinctS’ r 
ery for the endowment of a chair District. rorkshfrenSl ^5 
atOsford (“BsulUol loses its- North York “J 

Tainted: cash”, 16 April) have the people most Hick, Lute j 
never darkened the doors of the speeding in those aLai* 

Itaffatfenf Will be 


Tate Gallery. Perhaps they should 
picket the Cezanne exhibition. 

Sheila Lee 
L ondon NWl 


tocakNoUnfi 
on the wrong 


™ng side of the road. 

w ... Norman Webb 
Halifax, West Yorkshire 


aristocracy? Because of the class 
system I have been unable to test 
my theory at this level. ' 

Andrew Power 
L ondon N17 

Royal brides 

Sin Princes should., mam* 
princesses - young ladies who^' 
mow the job; blow how to 
behave; know when to keep a dis- 
creet silence. Any marriage 
agency will produce a list of suit- 
able candidates.' 

Clifford Russell 
London W 5 
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democracy XJK research 

lent anger and hatred of the ^ daUgCr 
Islamic fundamentalists away 

from us in the West Sir. The crisis in Britain’s univer- 

Does Hizboliah, or any Arab sfties has much more severe 
country for that matter, warn effects than Judith Judd’s report 
civilians to vacate areas prior to' “Cadi shortages threaten status of 
launching an attack? Israel actu- universities” (15 April) suggests, 
ally placed a veiy high priority on The National Academics FoGcy 

protecting innocent civilians at Advisory Group’s report on the 
the expense of forewarning research capacity of the university 
Hizboliah and, by definition, system is unequivocal: puhlic 
increasing the dangers .to their funding of university research in 
own soldiers. Britain is not internationally com- 

Richard Cdlus petitive and is inadequate to meet 
Borehapawood, the demands made upon it. 

Hertfordshire British, government support 
for academic research is about 
Sin The arrogance of Raul Miller half that in countries like ’ Ger- 
(letter, 17 March) is typical of many, France, Holland, the US, 
what we Arabs have to live with, and 25 per cent behind Italy (in 
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The West fiddles while Lebanon burns 








T>y early spring the temperature between 
XJthe Hizbollah guerrillas in south 
Lebanon and the Israelis in the so-called 
“security zone'' had been rising for some 
time, and it was no surprise when the 
Israelis retaliated for the rocketing by 
Hizbollah of Kiryat Shmona on the north- 
ern Israeli border. Needless to say, each 
side blamed the other for being the first to 
breach a 1993 understanding that neither 
would attack civilian targets. With Israeli 
elections less than two months away, the 
opposition accusing the government of 
being soft on terrorism, with the growing 
effectiveness of Hizbollah attacks and the 

corresponding frustration in the Israeli mil- 
itary, and, of course, with the serious 
plight of the inhabitants of Kiryat Shmona 
and other northern towns, no-one expected 
the Israeli retaliation to be confined to a 
simple tit for tai- 


America and the European Union must intervene, says Anthony Parsons 


However, a week later, it is impossible 
to use phrases like “measured response** 
and “proportionate retaliation” with any 
degree oi credibility. The Israeli operation, 
although avoiding the use of ground troops, 
has been conducted on a massive scale. The 
inhabitants of south Lebanon have been 
forced to flee their homes in even greater 
numbers than in the equivalent crisis in 
1993. It appears that over 10 per cent of 
Lebanon's population (about 400,000 peo- 
ple) are now refugees, the equivalent, in 
relation to the size of population, of 5.5 
million people in Britain. In addition, 
Lebanese infrastructure has been tar- 
geted, including an important source of 
electricity supply for the capital. 


As regards casualties, the Israelis 
emphasise the care they are taking to avoid 
killing or wounding innocent civilians. Bui 
this is an impossibility in an operation of 
this magnitude. The guerrillas are fish 
swimming in the sea of the civilian popu- 
lation, and things gP wrong even m the 
most carefully conducted military opera- 
tions. Every day the civilian casualty figures 
mount Yesterday there was an exponen- 
tial leap with the killing of scores of 
refugees sheltering in a UN compound and 
the wiping out of a family in Nabatea. 
Every day brings new horrors. 

It is hard to imagine a military solution. 
Hizbollah remains defiant and continues 
to fire rockets into Israel. The Lebanese 


government cannot and will not respond 
to Israeli pressure to move in and disarm 
the guer rillas . Only the Syrians could do 
that and they have no intention of doing 
so. Apart from any other consideration, the 
Lebanese government cannot be seen by 
its own people as abetting the Israeli 
occupation of the south against which 
Hizbollah, its national support growing by 
the day, presents itself as the champion. 

Only international diplomacy can 
defuse the crisis and reopen the path to a 
resumption of Israeli/Syrian discussions on 
the Golan Heights, which are the key to 
an eventual settlement in the Lebanon 
involving Israeli withdrawal from the 
“security zone”. With such an agreement. 


Hizbollah’s fangs would be drawn. Syria 
would see to tbaL 

At the moment, the international effort 
is unco-ordinated. The United States has 
blocked action by the UN. and is. in bilat- 
eral negotiations with ihe parties, obviously 
closer to Israel than to the Lebanese or 
Syria. France is also pursuing an initiative 
that may or may not be possible to com- 
bine with American ideas. The European 
Union as a whole is nowhere to be seen and 
nothing much appears to have emerged 
from the Lebanese Prime Minister's visit 
to London. 

If, as I regret, the UN is to be excluded 
from peacemaking, why can't the United 
States and the European Union collectively 


get together and co-ordinate a vigorous 
diplomatic initiative with the parties? The 
Europeans have access in places where the 
Americans do not, and vice versa. Such an 
approach would surely be more effective 
than the piecemeal efforts at present being 
pursued. 

A full settlement of the problem must, 
as 1 have suggested, await an Israeli/Syr- 
ian agreement on the Golan Heights lead- 
ing to Israeli withdrawal from the “secu- 
rity zone” and a full Israeli/Lebanese 
peace treaty. That is for the longer term. 
Meanwhile, if the present crisis is not 
defused quickly, the Lebanon, still on the 
road to recovery after 15 years of grim civil 
war. could drown beneath the weight of the 
tragedies being heaped upon iL 

The author was UK Permanent Represema- 
thv to the United Nations, { 1979-S2 J. 
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How to tackle the 
murder and mayhem 

Bruce Hoffman explains what governments can do to fight terrorism 
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E vents this past week have 
again demonstrated the 
continuing threat posed by ter- 
rorism to peace processes in 
both Northern Ireland and the 
Middle East, and even more so 
the difficulties governments 
everywhere face m effectively 
countering this menace. 

The murder of 17 Greek 
tourists in Cairo yesterday 
morning is the latest and most 
lethal in a series of more than 
30 attacks against foreign trav- 
ellers that have occurred in 
Egypt since 1992. Only hours 
earlier a bomb had exploded in 
London, shattering any hope 
that the hiatus in IRA attacks 
following the Canary Wharf, 
Aldwycfa bus and Brompton 
cemetery bombings would last 
until the all-party talks sched- 
uled to be held in June. 

Meanwhile, Lebanon en- 
tered a second week of harsh 
Israeli military reprisals 
designed to end Hezbollah's 
cros>border rocket attacks; 
while the US Senate, on 
Wednesday, enacted sweeping 1 
new anti-terrorism legislation in 
the wake of last year's bombing 
in Oklahoma City. Indeed, 
today marks the first anniver- 
sary- of that tragic incident 
Though otherwise uncon- 
nected, this series of events 
inevitably raises the question of 
what governments can do to 
combat so diverse and amor- 
phous a phenomenon as terror- 
ism - if indeed there is anything 
that can realistically be done. 

The fundamental problem 
is that terrorism erupts and 
flourishes due to an idiosyn- 


cratic combination of factore- 
historical, ideological, reli- 
gious, social and economic to 
name but a few. Not surpris- 
ingly, therefore, the strategies 
and tactics used by govern- 
ments throughout the world to 
counter terrorism have varied 
just as widely, from such highly 
visible actions as declarations 
of states of siege, or martial 
law, enactment of anti-terror- 
ist legislation, and strength- 
ening of judicial powers, to 
less visible measures such as 
the establishment of comput- 
erised data banks, enhanced 
intelligence capabilities, and 
covert operations. 

Some of these countermea- 
sures have been more suc- 
cessful than others, such as 
Italy's use of so-called repen- 
tant laws, whereby imprisoned 
terrorists confessed to their 
crimes in return for reduc- 
tions in their sentences. Some 
have not only failed, like 
Britain’s short-lived policy of 
interning terrorist suspects in 
'Northern Ireland during the 
early Seventies, but have 
proved counterproductive, 
alienating the public from the 
authorities and further polar- 
ising an already fractured 
political environment Other 
government countermeasures 
have had mixed results, such as 
amnesties and offers of cash 
rewards for information. 

What the legacy of nearly 
three decades of counter-ter- 
rorist measures has shown is that 
the individual application of 
selected tactics and policies, out- 
side a cohesive strategic frame- 


work or coherent national plan, 
can prolong a conflict or even 
lead to complete failure. Any 
plan, for example, must contain 
at least these three elements: 
legitimising measures, co-ordi- 
nation within and between 
national intelligence and security 
services, and collaboration 
among governments. 

Legitimising measures are 
critical to deprive the terrorists 
of legitimacy, undermine their 


Legislation most 
aid the capture of 
terrorists, not 
alienate the 
general population 


claims as a viable alternative to 
the government, negate popu- 
lar support or sympathy for 
them and redress any papular 
grievances that may indirectly 
fuel unrest, or be exploited for 
anti-government purposes. 
Such measures can include 
political concessions to nation- 
alist, ethnic or religious minori- 
ties and defensive steps to pro- 
tect the public from terrorist 
reprisals. 

At the same time, anti-ter- 
rorist legislation must aid the 
government in the capture and 
prosecution of terrorists, but 
must not alienate the general 
population. The role of the 
civilian population in the suc- 
cess or failure of a terrorist 


campaign is key and cannot be 
underestimated. Indeed, short 
of the complete suppression of 
civil liberties, a government 
cannot hope to defeat a ter- 
rorism campaign using coercive 
measures alone. 

Equally vital is coordination 
within and between national 
intelligence and security ser- 
vices and with law enforce- 
ment agencies. The success of 
any counter-terrorist effort will 
rest not only on the type and 
quality of information gath- 
ered. but on the timely and 
effective dissemination of that 
information to all relevant 
branches of a government's 
counter-terrorism apparatus. 
Given the inherently clandes- 
tine nature of terrorist organi- 
sations, the emphasis must of 
course be on the cultivation and 
exploitation of human intelli- 
gence sources - what is known 
in the intelligence trade as 
“humint". 

Collaboration between gov- 
ernments is also essential to 
prevent the trans-national 
movement of terrorists, their 
supporters and increasingly, 
the finances supporting their 
campaigns Such oo-operation 
will also facilitate the co-ordi- 
nation and sharing of intelli- 
gence collection and dissemi- 
nation as well as the efficacious 
processing of extradition 
requests. For example, terror- 
ists operating in Western 
Europe during the Seventies 
and early Eighties were able to 
find political refuge in France, 
East European countries, and 
the Middle East and this seri- 



ously hampered international 
counter-terrorist efforts. 

Since circumstances that 
allow implementation of all of 
these policies are unlikely to 
exist, it is critical for govern- 
ments to devise counter-ter- 
rorist efforts that play to their 
strengths. Clearly, a democra- 
tic government will be unable 
to pursue intelligence or 
counter-terrorist operational 
activities as rigorously or 
repressivety as a government 
less cognisant of end! liberties 
would do. On the other hand, 
without capitulating to terror- 
ists, a democratic government 
can, for example, emphasise the 
development of thoughtful leg- 
islation that reflects popular 
concerns. 

AH governments face new 
problems in developing effec- 
tive countermeasures, and these 
are likely to render combating 
terrorism even more difficult 
than it has been in the past But 
while new challenges and 
threats will ineluctably require 
new responses and new 
approaches, these countermea- 
sures can be effectively devel- 
oped and built upon from the 
lessons from previous experi- 
ences. The wheel should not 
always have to be re- invented, 
nor should certain inherent pre- 
requisites to effective counter- 
terrorism campaigns based on 
past experience be ignored or 
forgotten. 

The writer is Director of the 
Centre for the Study of Terrorism 
and Political Violence at St 

Andrew’s University. Cairo yesterday: there have been more than 30 attacks on tourists in Egypt since 1992 AFP 




Downsizing isn’t always a dirty word 

Job insecurity may not be a wholly bad thing - a fluid labour market can bring economic benefits for society 


N 




ews this week of the lowest 
unemployment for five years 

, site oddly with the continuing 

stories of “downsizing” - that dread- 
ful euphemism for sacking people - by 
large British companies. . 

Even allowing for the way the unem- 
ployment figures are presented, it is 
W dear that the job situation in Britain 
is slowly improving. Employment does 
appear to be rising, and the absolute 
levels of .unemployment are now quite 
low by European standards, even if 
they are high compared with the 
United States and much of East Asia. 
Yet, equally, there is no doubt that job- 
shedding by large and not so large 
companies continues. Almost every 
time companies merge or are taken 
over, they find they need fewer s taff ; 
indeed that seems to be oue of the 


The result is the well-recognised 
Tnfcmatdh between statistics and per- 


ket is getting better, 6ut that is not the 
way it feels to people fearful (quite 
rightly) of losing their jobs. This terns 
into a politicised discussion about me 
perils of insecurity, with, naturally, 
tremendous pressure to find ways of 

. ■ nrntw^rnir netV 



ever 


r dare suggest that (a) job insecu- 
rity may not have risen very much, or 
(b) insofar as it has, there might be pos- 
itive benefits not just to the mdividu- 
als who can take advantage of the more 
fluid market for their skxDs, but for 


The trouble with these measures is 
that it does not tell you why people 
move from one job to another. There 
is a world of difference between fre- 
quent job-hopping because the 
.employee keeps getting offered a 
higher salary by a competitor, and 
scrambling from one short-term posi- 
tion to another, not knowing where 
the next job will come from until one 
is on the street. Statistically, they may 
look the same, but they certainly do 
not feel it 

I have not seen any good-quality 
British analysis of this, bat a lot of 
work has gone on in America, where 
this cult of insecurity would seem to 
have been longer established. The 
upshot of this seems to be that though 
there are high levels of insecurity in 
the US, these are not any higher now 
than they were 10 years ago. For 
some groups they are lower. 

One particular piece of work, by 
Henry Fhrber of Pnnce ton University, 
has looked at downsizing in the period 
1981-1993. The rate of job losses has 
risen a little between 1981-83 and 
1991-93, but the more remarkable 
thing was the shift in its nature. Man- 
ual ■workers were more likely to lose 
theif jobs in the earlier period, while 
managers more likely in the later 
one. In Other words, job security of 



HAMISH McRAE 


manual workers, far from falling, actu- 
ally rose; it was people higher up the 
income scale who suffered an increase 
in insecurity. 

Other studies have shown that 10- 
year retention rates - the chances of 
someone holding a job for the foil 10 
years - have actually risen since the 
early Seventies; at least they were 
higher in 1991 than they were in 1973. 
Bat as an article in the New Jbrker 
which reported these studies noted, 
ffiekeyfeatareoftheAmericanecrai- 
anty that distinguishes it from those of 
Europe is the vigour with which it cre- 
ates newjobs. This leads to the second 
point- the possibility that there, are 
economic benefits for society as a 
whole from a more fluid, less secure, 
job market 

Obviously, there will be individual 
winners. Obviously, consumers will 
benefit from the lower prices or more 


flexible service that the floid labour 
market makes possible. But suppose 
it becomes possible to run an economy 
at a higher rate of overall demand. 
Could the low unemployment of the 
US be the beneficial by-product of the 
insecurity that many US workers feel 
about their jobs? 

Economists talk about a thing called 
the Nairn, shorthand for the off- 
putting “Non-Accelerating Inflation 
Rate of Unemployment”, the mini- 
mum rate of unemployment below 
which the economy will suffer accel- 
erating inflation. For the past few 
months there has been a great debate 
raging in the US as to whether the 
Naira has come down. Indeed, econ- 
omists being true to their stereotype, 
there has been a pretty furious debate 
as to whether it is a useful concept at 
alL The level of unempiegrment , after 
all, is only one of several influences on 
inflation. Such luminaries from the 
economists' hall of fame as the Nobel 
prize winner Raul Kingman and the 
veteran JK Galbraith have locked 
antlers in a debate in the pages of the 
International Economy magazine on 
this subject 

But the practical point here is that 
the Naim seems to have come down, 
for the US has managed to hold 
unemployment below 6 per cent (it is 


case to be made for both these ideas. 
& is very hard to measure actual job 

insecurity (as Opposed 

. insecurity) except by looking at job 
tenure. How long do people isfctym the 
same job? Theimswer is that over the 
past lOyears not a lot has dHraeaw 
average has come down a bttle, wire 
men changing jobs rather more fre- 
quently but women staying rather 
longer in their jobs. 



Next week in ^INDEPENDENT 

What would a New Labour government mean for you, your "family and 
the state of the nation? Next week the Independents team of writers 
will answer those questions with the most thorough assessment yet 
of the values and ideas that underpin New Labour's policies. 


Monday: Andrew Marr 

examines Tony Blair’s version of 
Victorian values. 

Tuesday: Polly Toynbee 
explores New Labour’s n< 
conservatism. 


new 


Wednesday: Hamish McRae 
questions the party’s 
conversion to capitalism. 
Thursday; Yvette Cooper 
asks whether Labour has 
abandoned the ideal of equality 


5.6 per cent now) and yet keep infla- 
tion at an acceptable 2.8 per cent The 
poJJcy-makers took a chance and seem 
to have won. 

Kenneth Darke is taking a chance 
here and he will only win if the British 
Nairn has come down. We have a gov- 
ernment intent on pushing down inter- 
est rates whenever it gets the oppor- 
tunity, and, thanks to a fall-off in tax 
receipts, running a laxer-than -planned 
fiscal policy, too. But there has been 
no evident resurgence of inflation. Just 
this week the producer price data was 
encouraging and yesterday's retail 
prices were OK. 

In the last boom it was dear that 
unemployment below about IS per 
cent would encourage a rise in infla- 
tion. We are at 7.8 per cent now. But 
suppose the greater perception of 
insecurity and the greater mobility of 
labour in general means that we can 
go on down to, say, 6 per cent unem- 
ployment or below without encour- 
aging a surge in inflation. If we can, 
there will be an enormous social ben- 
efits, quite aside from the obvious eco- 
nomic ones. 

Yon can go a stage further in the 
argument and say that a country with 
a fluid job market needs to be run at 
a higher level of demand to offer bet- 
ter employment importunities for peo- 
ple who are displaced; that vigorous 
creation of newjobs is the necessary 
economic and social counterbalance to 
the rapid destruction of old ones. 

To welcome job insecurity would be 
to push the argument loo far. For the 
self-confident, the talented, the ener- 
getic, the skilled, the present labour 
market probably presents more oppor- 
tunities than the slow-moving, bureau- 
cratic market of the Fifties and Sixties. 
But for the risk-averse it can be a 
nightmare. However to fail to recog- 
nise that there are benefits which 
accrue not just lo the evident winners 
but to society as a whole, is lo make 
ourselves more miserable than 
necessary. 



What Is the Internet? 

It's simply a huge global 
community of computer users. 
Get on it, and you'll have 
more fun than you thought 
possible. A massive boost 
in productivity if you’re in 
business. 

Talk to the great provider. 
CompuServe is the UK’S most 
popular online service and 
Internet access prorider. As 
well as easy, inexpensive 
connection to the Internet and 
a free Internet address, we 
offer you access to over 3,000 
exciting CompuServe Services 
covering almost every subject 
under the sun. 

How do I get on it? 

Phone us for your FREE 
software* and CD multimedia 
tour of CompuServe and the 
Internet, which will get you 
online in minutes. So what are 
you waiting for? 



CompuServe 

Die Internet ... and a whole lot more 


Call 0800 000200 now 


http: // www.compuserve.co.uk 
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Southern bid for 
National Power 
set to go hostile 
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MICHAEL HARRISON 
and MARY FAGAN 

A hostile bid battle for National 
Power, the country's biggest 
electricity generator, looked in 
prospect last night after it flat- 
ly rebuffed a merger approach 
from the giant US power com- 
pany, SouLhem. 

John Baker, National Powers 
chairman, wrote to Southern 
yesterday rejecting its request 
for a meeting, questioning its 
ability to mount an offer that 
shareholders would find ac- 
ceptable and dismissing its ra- 
tionale for seeking a merger. 

National Power sources 
added that, although Southern 
had presented its proposals as 
a “combination" of equals, it 
was clear that il was a straight- 
forward. old-fashioned take- 
over. 

In hi s teller lo Thomas 
Boren, president of Southern 
Electric International. Mr Bak- 
er said: “National Power is not 
now and will not be for sale un- 
less compelling value for our 
shareholders, compared with 
what we can realise from our 
own plans, is put forward in a 
credible way." 

The sudden and marked 
hardening in National Power's 
stance pointed to an all-ouL 
takeover battle, with the mar- 
ket expecting Southern to open 
with an offer of at least 650p, 


valuing the generator at more 
than £Sbn. Should the Atlanta- 
based utility launch a contest- 
ed offer then the Government 
is not expected to use its gold- 
en share to block a takeover, 
leaving it instead to sharehold- 
ers to decide. However, it 
could use its power of veto to 
wring concessions out of South- 
ern to further open up the gen- 
erating market to competition. 

The initial meeting between 
the two sides on Tuesday night, 
after Southern's planned ap- 
proach leaked into the market, 
had appeared to be at least po- 
lite if not amicable. 

However, Mr Baker’s letter 
corrected that impression. He 
said it remained National Pow- 
er's strategy to acquire the re- 
gional UK company Southern 
Electric, that the US company 
formed no part of its plans and 
that nothing had happened to 
cause it to revise those plans. 

Mr Baker also criticised 
Southern’s capital structure, 
saying: "The Southern Com- 
pany's market capitalisation 
equivalent to £9.77bn com- 
pared with National Power’s 
£6.5 6b n and your existing debt 
make us question your ability to 
structure an acquisition which 
offers our shareholders fair val- 
ue for Lheir company.” 

The letter went on to say that 
the logic of combining Sweb, the 
regional electricity company 


C&W soars on 
speculation over 
an overseas bid 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Corespondent 

Shares in Cable & Wireless 
soared in late tradingyesierday. 
fuelling speculation that an 
overseas group may bid for the 
company which is already in the 
throes of £36bn merger talks 
with BT. 

Analysis said that potential 
predators could include Global 
One, a partnership between 
Deutsche Telekom, France 
Telecom and Sprint of the US. 

Deutsche Telekom's finance 
director. Joachim Kroeske, said 
last week lhat ihe company 
had been in informal contact 
with C&W. While Deutsche 
later played down the prospect 
lhat it might bid, it stopped short 
of denying an interest Deutsche 
is seen as a credible buyer for 
Mercury Communications, Ca- 
ble's UK arm, but industry 
sources say that it lacks the fi- 
nancial muscle to bid alone for 
the entire group. 

SteU the Italian telecommu- 
nications operator controlled by 
the state holding company, IRj, 
has also confessed to have 
looked at C&W. 

The rise in C&W's shares be- 
gan early in the day after reports 
that the group may announce an 
agreement in principle lo merge 
with BT before the necessary 
approval is given by the regu- 
latory authorities. C&W's 
shares closed 24p up at 546p, 
valuing the company at £12.1 bn, 
and BT finished 6.5p higher at 
379p on the view in the City that 
the talks were progressing welL 

The negotiations moved up a 
gear earlier this week with lire 
first formal meeting between 
BT chief executive. Sir Peter 
Bonfield and Rod Olsen, 
C&W's acting chief executive. 
C&W had been looking for a 
new chief executive since the de- 


parture in November of James 
Ross but the emergence three 
weeks ago of exploratory talks 
with BT have put such devel- 
opments on ice. 

C&W declined to comment 
on the surge in its shares but ad- 
visors pointed to the an- 
nouncement of reorganisation 
of its business in central and 
eastern Europe to “put it on a 
sound commercial footing”. 
The changes will result in a 
£120m exceptional charge, 
which will be offset by a first- 
half exceptional profit of £199m 
on the dkposal of the group’s 
holding in Mannesman MobiJ- 
funk of Germany. 

Stephen Pettit, executive di- 
rector for Europe and mobile, 
said: “We have taken positive 
management action [in our cen- 
tral and eastern European busi- 
nesses). This is expected to 
have a beneficial impact on fu- 
ture trading. Nevertheless, hav- 
ing reassessed the market 
outlook, the expectations we 
had when we Gist entered the 
these markets have not been re- 
alised and we have written 
down the book value of these 
businesses to reflect the reali- 
ties of the marketplace.” 

He said that the group is 
working to build relationships 
with other operators in the re- 
gion where C&W has stakes in 
companies in St Petersburg, 
Belarussia, Moscow, Kaza- 
khstan, Latvia and Bulgaria. 

C&W stressed that the 
changes have nothing to do 
with negotiations with BT 

Separately, BT said it has 
bought Dutch information tech- 
nology firm Rijnhaave Groep 
“to further strengthen its po- 
sition in Europe”. 

The price tag for Rijnhaave 
which has an annual turnover of ! 
£70m, is less than 1 per cent of 
BTs consolidated net assets. 
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that Southern bought last year 
for fl.lbn, was “not nearly as 
attractive” as National Pow- 
er's proposed merger with 
Southern Electric. 

If Southern did make an of- 
fer, including a price, details of 
how it would be financed and 
plans for the business. Nation- 
al Power would consider 
whether to agree to a meeting. 

Southern, although clearly 
disappointed at National Pow- 
er's response, is expected to pre- 
sent a formal proposal early next 
week. It has been eyeing the 
generator for nearly a year. 

The US company owns five 
electricity suppliers in Georgia, 
Alabama ana Florida and a 
□umber of generating plants, in- 
cluding three nuclear stations, 
and has long-term debts of 
£5.5bn. Last year it made net 
profits of Sl.lbn (£723ra) on 
turnover of $9.1 bn against Na- 
tional Power's pre-tax profit of 
£705m on sales of £3.95bn_ 

The Government is expected 
to announce next week or the 
week after whether it will allow 
the takeovers of Southern Elec- 
tric and Midlands Electricity to 
go ahead. 

The Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission bad been 
thought to have cleared the two 
bids with only mini mal condi- 
tions attached. But City and in- 
dustry observers believe that the 
Trade and Industry Secretary, 



The boys from 

Southern reach 
over the ocean 


Rejected: Thomas Boren of Southern 


lan Lang may impose signifi- 
cantly more onerous conditions 
as the price for allowing the two 
mergers to proceed. 

DT7 sources said it could not 
be assumed that any bid by 
Southern for National Power 


MMC even if (he two bids by the 
generators got clearance. 

Mr Lang has stressed re- 
peatedly that he will judge the 
welter of bids in the electricity 
sector on a case-by-case basis. 


Photograph: Reuter 

Southern does not appear to 
be interested in taking over both 
National Power and Southern 
Electric. In any event such a 
move would increase marked- 
ly the prospects of a referral. 

Comment, page 21 


Southern Company is among 
the largest and most colourful 
of the North American utilities, 
with operations across the 
southern states and overseas, 
writes Mary Fagan. 

Its roots lie in the Alabama 
ppwer Company, founded in 
1906 by a steamboat captain, 
WP Lay, to develop power op 
the Coosa River. Alabama's 
utilitv industries provided the 
basis' for expansion until 1920 
when Tom Martin, then legal 
counsel, took up the presiden- 
cy and bestowed on the com- 
pany the more ambitious title of 
Southeastern Power and Light. 

Southern now has electricity 
supply companies in four US 
slates' and to this day operates 
a generating station on the 
Coosa Riven Its overseas arm, 
Southern Electric Internation- 
al, has become increasingly ag- 
gressive in extending the reach 
of the empire beyond home ter- 
ritory. But for the Southern boys 
last year's acquisition of South 
Western Electricity' in the UK 
was the largest bite so far to 
swallow. It was also the first hos- 
tile takeover bid they had made. 

Not content with power plays 
in its own sector. Southern is ex- 
panding into communications 
services - primarily for the 
companies within the group 
but with a view to offering its 
skilk to the business community 
at large. It has apparently tak- 
en the view that a company of 
its experience can span the 
range of utility activities. The 
next development - flagged 
earlier this week by chairman 


BOJ DahJberg - is Dkely io be the 

acquisition of a water business. 

Southern is not without its 
critics. It gained notoriety in the 
19S0s for attracting the atten- 
tion of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission alter 
allegations of tax violations and 
allegations of unethical business 
practices. 

In April 1991 two share- 
holders filed a suit against a 
□umber of its directors alleging 
fraudulent accounting, illegal 
political campaign contribu- 
tions and violations of federal 
securities laws. In 199 2 the suit, 
brought under Federal Racke- 
teer Influenced and Corrupt Or- 
ganisations Act. was dismissed 
by the US District Court for 
Southern Georgia but that dis- 
missal was reversed by the US 
Court of Appeal in April 1994 
and the action is still pending. 

According lo Southern’s of- 
fer document for Sweb, one of 
its subsidiaries, Georgia Power, 
is also in dispute with the In- 
ternal Revenue Service over un- 
paid taxes of up to $32m. The 
company has challenged the 
IRS in a petition to the US Tax 
Court but meanwhile it made a 
payment to the IRS in Sep- 
tember 1994. 

In 1995 it was ordered to pay 
$2m in legal fees related to 
defamation and breach of con- 
tract suit by a former executive. 

The publicity has not de- 
terred it from the high-profile 
approach to Britain's larget 
power generator and all the po- 
litical scrutiny that will in- 
evitably involve. 


Woolwich tells packed house it 
‘had a duty’ to oust Robinson 


Alliance & Leicester 
to axe 100 managers 


NIC CfCl/TTT 

Woolwich Building - Society 
forced its chief executive Peter 
Robinson to resign over al- 
leged 1 financial irregularities 
because its board bad a “duty” 
to do so, the chairman. Sir Bri- 
an Jenkins, said yesterday. 

Sir Brian told more than 850 
members at the society’s annual 
meeting - twice the normal 
number who attend - that the 
decision had been reached with 
“great regret". 

Although Mr Robinson’s pic- 
ture appeared in the society’s 
annual report and accounts 
handed out to members, Wool- 
wich yesterday used a proce- 
dural device to ensure his name 
was not put before members for 
re-election to the board. 

“The decision we were faced 
with two weeks ago was not one 


arty of us enjoyed having to face 
- and certainly not to have ro 
take," Sir Brian raid. 

“We did our best to decide in 
good faith, and as swiftly as cir- 
cumstances allowed, what we 
believed to be in the best in- 
terests of the society, its mem- 
bers, customers and staff.” 

He added: “The board de- 
rided ... that at the root of this 
issue was the loss of confi- 
dence and trust on the part of 
the board and the senior man- 
agement in our former chief ex- 
ecutive." 

Despite several questions 
from the floor of the meeting, 
he refused to go into further de- 
tails, beyond saying that the so- 
ciety had appointed lawyers 
and accountancy firm KPMG as 
external auditors to investigate 
the matter further. 

Sir Brian's comments yes- 


terday came as supporters and 
opponents of the society's flota- 
tion, planned for the spring of 
1997, opposed each other in the 
meeting. 

Michael Hardern, a founder 
of Members for Flotation, a 
pressure group hoping to force 
every building society to aban- 
don mutual status, congratu- 
lated the Woolwich board for its 
decision. However, he called for 
the society to set up a charita- 
ble trust similar to that planned 
by Northern Rock, which aims 
to devote 5 per cent of its an- 
nual profits to deserving caus- 
es in the North-east. 

Peter Budek, of the rival 
Woolwich Action Group 
against de-mutualisation, 
claimed the decision to float 
would mean “selling our current 
mortgage and investment rates 
to the Stock Exchange”. More 


branch closures, staff redun- 
dancies and a worsening of ser- 
vices would follow the derision 
to de-mutuaiise, he said. 

After the meeting, Mr Budek 
said: “If we vote in favour of 
this, we will be handing over a 
portion of democracy that was 
handed to us on trust We have 
no more moral right to sell off 
the Woolwich than the Queen 
has to sell Buckingham Palace." 

Many members turned on a 
handful of supporters of so- 
called “carpetbaggers", the 
30,000 investors who rushed to 
open accounts days before the 
float was announced in January, 
in the hope of winning free 
shares. 

They were shut out retro- 
spectively by the society. One 
member claimed that paying 
them off would only cost about 
£5 each. 


Alliance & Leicester is making 
up to 100 of its branch and of- 
fice managers redundant in a 
re-organisation of duties with- 
in the building society, writes 
Nfc Cientti. 

Office managers; who nin the 
society’s 360 branches, will be 
replaced by branch managers. 
Meanwhile, responsibility for 
part of Alliance & Leicester’s 
mortgage business will be 
passed to new teams operating 
in regional centres throughout 
the country. 

The re-organisation, due to 
take effect in July, means that 
about one in five of 500 senior 
branch staff will lose their jobs. 
The news was broken to them 
at a series of regional meetings 
yesterday afternoon. 

The new structure removes 
one of the duties traditionally 
carried out by old-style branch 
managers, that of w innin g mort- 


gage business through the in- 
termediary market, such as es- 
tate agents and financial 
advisers. They will be expected 
to run their branches instead. 

Kevin Soulhwood, manag- 
ing director of personal finan- 
cial services, said: “The new 
structure recognises the in- 
creasing focus of branches on 
selling a Made range of financial 
services, whilst having a dedi- 
cated sales force who secure 
mortgage business through the 
intermediary market." 

He stressed that many of the 
redundancies were expected to 
be on a voluntary basis. 

Adrian Nurse, chairman of 
the Alliance & Leicester's staff 
association, said: " Obviously , we 
are very disappointed. At least 
this time, unlike other occasions, 
it is management staff rather 
than those below them who are 
being made redundant." 


Funding setback for ‘Sunday Business’ launch 


JOHN BSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Britain’s first business-only Sun- 
day newspaper was insisting 
last night that its launch this 
weekend will go ahead despite 
the loss of its main potential 
backer earlier this week. Senior 
executives of Sunday Business 
spent yesterday firan ticalfy seek- 
ing fresh financial backing, af- 
ter a second big potential 
backeron Wednesday broke off 
pre-launch negotiations. 

Senior staff were told yes- 
terday morning of difficulties 
but were assured by Tom 
Rubython, the founder and ed- 
itor, that the newspaper was go- 
ing ahead, and the 65 joumabsis 
were writing for the launch. 

“The paper is looking good, 
there are plenty of scoops, it will 
be a crying shame if we cannot 
come out," one senior reporter 
said. 


An official spokesman for 
Sunday Business denied there 
were any launch problems. 

“I can assure you no backer 
has pulled out If there is an is- 
sue it is about the phasing of in- 
vestments," he said. “The 
difficulties are purely because 
we were relying on a potential 
backer coming on board and he 
is not, so there is a possible is- 
sue of post-launch money." 

The chequered history of the 
launch, which already included 
one postponement and a pulled 
float on the Alternative In- 
vestment Market, took a 
marked turn for the worse on 
Tuesday when the biggest po- 
tential investor, the Hinduja 
family from Bombay, finally 
pulled out. 

Problems over payment had 
reportedly already emerged 
with West Ferry Printers, half- 
owned by the Daily Telegraph, 
which were casting doubt on be- 


ing able to prim this weekend. 
Sunday Business said it had a 
fall-back printing plan. 

The newspaper has booked 
television advertising slots for 
tonight and Saturday ahead of 
the launch. 

It is believed lhat Sunday 
Business's initial cash funding is 
now close to exhaustion. Man- 
agement assurances Failed to 
dispel the gloom among staff 
about the newspaper's 
prospects. 

One senior editor yesterday 
confided fears that the chances 
of the newspaper launching 
this weekend were slim unless 
last-minute talks to raise bridg- 
ing finance bore fruit. 

The costs so far have been 
largely borne by Mr Rubython 
himself, who is raid to have sunk 
about £lJm into the venture. 
The plan was to raise a further 
£10m to cover the start-up fi- 
nancing. In February, Sunday 


Business abandoned a plan to 
□oat on AIM, after receiving a 
cool response from would-be 
shareholders. 

Mr Rubython had been ne- 
gotiating with the Hinduja 
brothers, who have an interna- 
tional investment business, as 
the potentially biggest investor, 
but they finally pulled out on 
Tuesday. Talks with another 
unnamed significant backer 
then reportedly ran into diffi- 
culties the following day, and 
one senior executive said Lhey 
were not expected to return to 
the table before this weekend's 
planned launch. 

Other senior Sunday Business 
executives are believed to be 
continuing discussions with po- 
tential backers. 

One possibility now being 
raised is that, should Mr 
Rubython fail to complete the 
financial arrangements, he 
would step aside as editor. 
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COMMENT 


'With Southern 
Company’s approach 
to National Power 
now more or less cer- 
tain to turn hostile, 
another barrowload of 
fees is heading in the 
City’s direction’ 


H ostile takeover bids are always going to 
be a necessaiy and inevitable feature of 
any free market economy. Naive and mis- 
guided is the man who believes everything 
can and should be agreed by civilised nego- 
tiation. The real world doesn't world like that. 
And in the Anglo-Saxon world at least, hos- 
tile bids are one of the few effective ways of 
bringing about management change or forc- 
ing the pace of corporate evolution. 

Less dear fc whether they actually ever pro- 
duce any real economic benefit. What little 
serious research there has been on the issue 
is at best ambiguous. As a bargaining tool, 
a way of extracting fair value For shareholders 
in the target company, they may have some- 
thing to commend them. Nor can companies 
in a free society ever be compelled to agree 
I a takeover, however much it might be in their 
interests to do so. Bul “hos tiles” are also es- 
sentially a racket, deliberately encouraged 
and fostered by City and MU StreeL advis- 
ers as a way of earning fees. 

This is a not undue exaggeration of the way 
it works. Hie predator is deliberately advised 
to bid low. Only in part is this motivated by 
the possibility of a bargain. No. what the ad- 
vsere are realty thinking about b turning the 

bid hostile, which in turn means higher fees. | 
It also generally means two sets of fees, for , 
the first bid is unlikely to succeed. In- 
evitably, it has to be followed by a second, 
higher offer. The same is true of the de- 
fending company’s advisers, who generally 
get little out of an agreed deal. If they can 


turn it hostile, their fee is immediately en- 
hanced. If they can extract a higher offer, a 
multiplier sets in. If they successfully defend 
the company, it's like winning the Lottery, 
lb suggest that takeover battles arc whol- 
I ly motivated by such considerations is tak- 
ing the argument too far. But City fees are 
certainly a large part of the equation. With 
Southern Company's approach to National 
Power now more or less certain to turn hos- 
tile, another barrowload is heading in the 
City's direction. It would plainly be unfair, 
as well as possibly libellous, to suggest that 
National rower's unambiguous and strong- 
ly worded rejection of Southern's approach 
is even in part the result of conspiracy to 
boost the City's coffers. But its refusal to talic 
in any shape or form about the possibility 
of an agreed deal is a curious thing. Even 
by its own admission, it hasn't seen what 
Southern has to offer yet. 

lb be fair on John Baker, chairman of Na- 
tional Power, in any merger proposal, share- 
holder value is not the only consideration. 
He doesn’t accept the logic of the Ameri- 
can proposal, he worries about their ability 
to finance such a huge deal and he genuinely 
believes his own alternative lie-up with a 
British Rec to be the belter way forward. 
Commendabfy, he also wants to see National 
Pbwer as its own force on the international | 
stage, a powerful. British-run intemau'onal 
energy group. Bul before closing the door : 
entirely, he should at least listen to what the 
Americans have to say and offer. If they I 


launch a hostile bid and. after 6Q days of cut- 
and- thrust, invective and lobbying, they end 
up victorious anyway, the only real winners 
are going to be City investment bankers. 

BA finds a 
US feeder 

I TTindsight is indeed a wondrous thing. 
XJLHad British Airways possessed such a 
facility, it is plain that it would never have 
forked out $4U0m to acquire a minority stake 
in USAir. 

While the benefits of the alliance itself con- 
tinue to flow through to BA's bottom line - 
they arc now reckoned to be worth some 
Si 50m a year - the investment itself turned 
into a lemon a long time ago. BA has been 
forced to write down the value of its bold- 
ing by half and has forfeited any number of 1 
preference share dividend payments as i 
USAir piloted itself into one bout of severe 1 
turbulence after another. So much for BA’s 
guiding principle that in all joint ventures it 
is Lhe cement of equity holdings that binds 
the partners together and makes the alliance 
work. It did not need 20:20 vision then for 
BA to deride that when it came to search- 
ing out another partner in the good ol’ US 
of A it could dispense with the Readimix. 

The deal signed yesterday with America 
West Airlines will provide BA with feeder 
traffic from a dozen south-western cities ini- 
tially withouL it having to share the pain of 


spiralling kisses should the US airline industry 
go into a fresh tailsptn. 

Code-share agreements, such as the one 
that BA has stitched up with America West, 
are all the rage these days. They enable one 
airline to use another's sendees, flight codes 
and aircraft as if they were its own. There 
are some wbo believe this to be a massive 
deception on the travelling public. But it is 
nothing like the deception worked on share- 
holders when airlines believe the only way 
they can extract benefits from internation- 
al alliances is by buying into one another. 

Clarhe works the 
smoke and mirrors 

T he good citizens in the City of London 
looked at yesterday's public sector bor- 
rowing figures and concluded that it would 
be hard to justify tax cuts this year. There is 
a hole of £32bn in the Government's finances 
compared with what the Treasury expected 
as recently as November, and £lObn com- 
pared with its forecast a year earlier. 

Before we all get carried away by this tide 
of civic responsibility in the Square Mile, how- 
ever, it is as well to remember that this is ex- 
actly what most of the same analysts were 
saying at the same stage last year. When they 
were looking at the public borrowing out- 
turn for 1994/5, the numbers were different 
but the record was the same. There was an 
overshoot and therefore no scope for tax cuts. 


It did not stop Mr Clarke cutting taxes, nor. 
in the event, did the markets seem to think 
he had been wildly irresponsible. We will 
get tax cuts this year too. Perhaps not on the 
bonanza scale the right-wing of the Tbiy par- 
ty might prefer, bul Mr Clarke will be able 
to surprise us with a few billions’ worth. 

He b likely to dress up the fiscal arithmetic 
in the way as last November. Planned 

spending totals for future years will be 
diced even further. This technique was 
greeted with scepticism last year, when 
I spending plans had slipped. However, the 
Treasury has cracked the whip this year, so 
I 1995/96 spending was only £lbn above its tar- 
get. jf it succeeds as much during the course 
of this year, reducing future totals will look 
a bit less like pie in the sky. 

The second element will be the usual re- 
duction in the contingency reserve as the 
year to which it applies draws closer. The 
1997^8 reserve stands at £5bn and could re- 
spectably be halved. 

The third source of money for cutting in- 
come tax will be increases in other taxes. In 
last year's Budget Mr Clarke raised about 
£5 00m from “anti-avoidance measures'*. 
He will do the same again. Thus, through a 
combination of smoke and mirrors, promised 
though not delivered cuts in spending, the 
never-never of the private finance initiative, 
and a bit of help from the corporate sector, 
the Chancellor will find £5bn to band back 
to the voters. And when the time comes the 
G’ty will greet it as a responsible Budget 


Economy: As European interest rates fall, inflation worries temper hopes of further UK moves 


Bundesbank 
cuts rates as 
recession 
fears grow 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Germany's Bundesbank cut its 
key interest rate by half a point 
to an all-time low of 25 per cent 
yesterday. The surprise move 
was a reaction to fears of re- 
cession in Europe's biggest 
economy. 

Finance minister Tbeo 
Migel said the fall in the cost 
of borrowing would help boost 
growth. But the economics min- 
istry said It was doubtful 
whether the economy would 
achieve its 1.5 per cent growth 
forecast this year. 

The feeble state of the Ger- 
man economy will be on the 
agenda at this weekend’s meet- 
ing of the Group of Seven 
industrial countries in Wash- 
ington. Hie Bundesbank’s chief 
economist, Otraar Issing, said 
yesterday: “The economy is 
weak bul this is not a recession. 
We still hope the second half of 
the year will be better.” 

The move came as a surprise 
because fin ancial markets ex- 
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pected rapid growth in M3, the 
Bundesbank's monetary target, 
to delay a move. The statement 
with yesterday's reductions said- 
“Monetary trends are over- 
stated by current figures." 

In March M3 grew at an an- 
nualised rate ofi2.2 per cent 
compared with the fourth quar- 
ter of 1995. This was slightly 
lower than February’s 128 per 
cent but weD above the 4 to 7 
per cent target- However, Hans 
Tietmeyer, the Bundesbank 
president, said: “We see no di- 
rect inflation risk." 

Julian Jessop, an economist 
at HSBC Markets, said: “The 
economy is dearly struggling 
and there is no inflation threat 
on the horizon. A half-point rate 
cut buys a little insurance 
against the risk that the ex- 
pected economic recovery dis- 
appoints.'' Some economists 
suggested the Bundesbank 
might reduce rates even further 
if the economy remained weak 
later in the year. 

Michel Camdessus, managing 
director of the International 


REGISTER 
WITH THE 
PERSHING 
SHARE SHOP 
01 71 - 345-6345 



£3bn borrowing 
overshoot coeds 
hopes of tax cuts 


Hans Tietmeyer: Denied any direct risk of inflation 
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Monetary Fund, said the Ger- 
man move was “desirable”. He 
said France should take ad- 
vantage of the strength of its 
currency by following suil. 

The Bundesbank’s move was 
swiftly followed yesterday by 
rate reductions in Austria, Bel- 
gium, Denmark and the 
Netherlands. Austrian interest 
rates are at their lowest since the 
end of World War Two. Span- 
ish and ItaKan central banks are 
expected to follow suit. 


Germany's GDP feD by 0.4 per 
cent in the final quarter of last 
year, and could have shrunk by 
as much as 1 per cent during the 
first three months of tins year. 

The Bundesbank cut its dis- 
count rate, which sets a floor for 
other interest rates, by half a 
point to 25 per cent It also cut 
half a point off the Lombard 
rate, taking it to 45 per cent. It 
fixed its repo rate, the key rate 
for money market intervention, 
at 3 per cent for two weeks. 


The Government borrowed 
over £3bn more than its target 
in the financial year to March, 
leading Gty economists to con- 
clude yesterday that there was 
no room for tax cuts in the next 
Budget writes Diane Coyle. 

With inflation flat last month, 
rather than falling as expected, 
the Gty believes there is no 
scope for lower interest rates 
either. Kevin Darlington, at 
Hoare Govett, said: “The elec- 
toral bias will be to go for an- 
other cut, but financial markets 
would punish ill-founded poli- 
cy movements ” 

There was further evidence 
yesterday of the gradual pick- 
up in the economy that has 
turned the tide of opinion on in- 
terest rates. Sales growth 
among service businesses was 
the highest for a decade in the 
first quarter of this year, ac- 
cording to the British Chambers 
of Commerce, although manu- 
facturing remained weak. 

Separate figures showed a 53 
percent jump in car production 
in the first quarter. Output for 
export was up 113 per cent 
while home car production was 
down a fraction. 

The gap between govern- 
ment spending and revenues in 
1995/96 was £322bn, compared 
with targets of £29bn set m the 
last Budget, and £2I5bn set in 
the 1994 Budget “Tax cuts in 
November’s Budget would be 
hard to justify,” said David 
Walton at Goldman Sachs. 

Excess spending accounted 
for £lbn of the overrun, while 


lower corporate taxes, VAX 
and income tax revenues ex- 
plained the rest- Economists re- 
gard missing the spending 
target by “only” £lbn as an 
achievement, while corporate 
and income taxes were seen as 
acceptably dose to their target 

However, the shortfall in 
VAT revenues during the past 
12-1 8 months has the Treasury 
puoled. It has research under 
way to find out the cause, 

A spokesman said yesterday 
that the public sector borrow- 
ing requirement remained on a 
downward trend. It was £3.7bn 
lower than in the previous fi- 
nancial year, or almost £8 bn 
when privatisation receipts are 
excluded. 

The Gty thinks government 
borrowing is likely to fall further 
this year, but most experts see 
the Chancellor's £224bn target 
as over-ambitious. Indepen- 
dent forecasters put it at be- 
tween £25bn and £30bn. 

Separate figures showed 
headline retail price inflation 
unchanged at 2.7 per cent last 
month. The target measure, 
exduding mortgage interest 
payments, staved at 29 per 
cent, compared with the 25 per 
cent target 

There was upward pressure 
from house prices, seasonal 
foods and leisure goods, offset 
by lower prices for petroL 
Weather accounted for many of 
the seasonal food price in- 
creases. Cold weather in Spain 
raised lettuce and tomato 
prices. 


Trafalgar House clears decks 
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MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Three executive directors of 
Trafalgar House, the QE2 to 
construction group, are set to 
pick up a total of £862,000 fol- 
lowing their removal from the 
board yesterday. 

The move comes as part of a 
wholesale clear-out by Kvaem- 
er of Norway following news 
that its£904m bid had gone un- 
conditional. One survivor is 
Peter Whrd, chairman and chief 
executive of the troubled Cu- 
nard shipping line, wbo keeps 
his job 

Nigel Rich, the chief execu- 
tive who was appointed by for- 
mer majority shareholder 
Hongkong Land in August 
1994, is expected to pick up a 
severance cheque of £350^)00- 
David Gawier, finance director, 
is in line for £215,000 and 
James Watkins, legal director. 



Nigel Rich: expected to 
receive £350,000 pay-off 

could lake away £297,000. AD 
three are on a one-year fixed 
contract and are expected to re- 
ceive their full contractual en- 
titlements. 


There will be no options pay- 
ments as the bid price of 50p a 
share is well below the level at 
which option shares due to se- 
nior management are priced. 

Mr Ward, who was paid a ba- 
sic salary of £88,000 last year, 
is being kept on despite con- 
tinuing embarrassments over 
the flagship QE2 luxury cruise 
liner. 

Earlier this month, Cunairi 
confirmed that it had received 
a £15m compensation claim 
from Egypt after the ship ran 
aground on a reef in the Red 
Sea. 

The incident followed a dis- 
astrous voyage in 1994, when 
the QE2 set sail before a refit 
had been properly completed 
and Cunard had to pay com- 
pensation to passengers to- 
talling £8. 4m. 

Other to stay at Hafalgar are 
John Fletcher, director in 


charge of business develop- 
ment, and Alan Winter, com- 
mercial property director. 

Kvaemer has appointed Erik 
Tbnseth, its president and chief 
executive, as new chairman and 
chief executive of Trafalgar. At 
the same time, Jan Magne 
Heggelund, the Norwegian 
group’s senior vice-president 
and chief financial officer, and 
Jan Grave, another Kvaemer di- 
rector, have also been ap- 
pointed to the Thifalgar board 
As expected, all the non-ex- 
ecutive directors are leaving. 
These are the chairman, Simon 
Keswick, sdon of the family 
which controls Hongkong 
Land; Charles Powell, non-ex- 
ecutive deputy chairman; Dick : 
Evans; Archibald Forster, Rod- 1 
ney Leach and Cob Slenham. i 
The clear-out marks the final 
end of a sorry chapter for the 
Keswick family. I 


BA in pact with America West 
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MICHAEL HARRISON 

British Airways further 
strengthened its presence in 
the US yesterday by signing a 
■trm rtffilmg allfanra wrilh Amy - 

ica West Airlines giving it ac- 
cess to passengers in the vast 
West Coast market 
The deal will allow BA to 
feed transatlantic passengers 
on to 96 domestic destina- 
tions served through America 
West's hub airport at Phoenix, 
Arizona. 

fo return America West, the 
US’s ninth-Iargest carrier, will 
have , access to BA's world- 


wide network of Z94 scheduled 
destinations in 84 countries. 

The agreement is similar to 
the alliance that BA has with 
USAir except that BA has no 
plans to take an equity stake 
m America West. It has paid 
5400m (£2 6 3m) for a 24.6 per 
cent stake in USAir. 

Under a code-share agree- 
ment with America West, BA 
plans, subject to US govern- 
ment approval, to start services 
to 1 1 destinations In the west- 
ern US including Las Vegas, 
San Jose, Tuscon', Albur- 
querque, El Faso, Lon Bech 
and Ontario via Phoenix. 


BA will launch a daily ser- 
vice from Gatwick to Phoenix 
on I July. Passengers will be 
able to book through tickets to 
destination beyond Phoenix 
as if if were a single flight, us- 
ing the same flight code. 

Passengers on each airline 
will also be eligible to earn and 
redeem mileage benefits on the 
other’s frequent flyer pro- 
gramme. 

America West flew 125 mil- 
lion passengers in the first 
nine months of last year and 
for the whole of 1 995 made 
pre-tax profit of SI 19m. It has 
5500 employees and a fleet of 


72 aircraft and also has hubs 
in Las Vegas and Ohio. 

The code-share agreement 
with USAir covers 71 destina- 
tions and is estimated to add 
about Sl50m a year to BAs bot- 
tom line through extra passen- 
ger revenues and cost savings. 

But the equity stake itself 
has proved a poor investment. 
Last year BA was forced to 
write down the value of the in- 
vestment by a half and it de- 
clined to take up it rights in a 
new preference share issue. 

BA said there was no ques- 
tion of taking an equity stake in 
America West at the present. 


In Brief 


• BT has won a VAT tribunal case that may lead to hundreds of 
British companies reclaiming VAT paid on their car fleets as far 
back as the 1970s. Hie case - which began last year, when BT 
decided to challenge having to pay the tax on the delivery of its 
11,000 care - turned on the fact that the UK government has nev- 
er drawn up national legislation to implement the European di- 
rective dealing with VAT But Ernst & Young, UTs tax adviser, 
also argued that the charges for the delivery of the care were dis- 
tinct from those for the supply of the cars themselves - and so 
outside a “blocking order" the UK applies to the directive in or- 
der to prevent VAT on cars being reclaimed. 

• Orange pic, the national digital cellular telephone service, said 
h had more than 500,000 active customers. Since January 1996 
Orange has acquired more than 120,000 new customers, said the 
company- which has just been floated at a valuation of £145bn. 

•Bund, the international paper and plastics group, said it had 
agreed with Norcros to acquire the PP Payne group of compa- 
nies, a supplier of self-adhesive tear tapes and a manufacturer 
of plastic strapping, for £43.4 m. The operating profit of Payne 
and its subsidiaries for the year ended March 1995 was £4m. 

• Royal Insurance chairman Allan Gonnfy said he expected op- 
erating profit in the first quarter to be lower than at the same time 
last year because of severe weather. Addressing shareholders at 
the insurer’s annual general meeting, Mr Gormly said the first two 
months of 1996 tod experienced a continuation of the severe weath- 
er seen at the end of 1995 in the US and the UK. He added “one 
quarter's result in the insurance industry is not significant and I 
am pleased to confirm that we still face 1996 with confidence." 

•Airbus Industrie, the consortium that builds the Airbus, said 
it expected aircraft deliveries to rise 37 per cent to 185 aircraft 
in 1997 and that it would deliver 135 aircraft in 1996. Airbus said 
it would make changes to speed up its delivery schedule to meet 
the iu creased demand. 

• Guardian Royal Exchange and the Royal Automobile Gub 
(RAC) have confirmed that discussions are being held about a 
long-term strategic alliance, centred on the use of the RAC brand 
name for the marketing of insurance and financial services prod- 
ucts and the acquisition of the RAC Insurance Sendees opera- 
tion. RAC Insurance Services currently has more than 300,000 
policies, predominantly motor, on its books, which together with 
Guardian Direct would make GREa leading direct insurance writer 
in the UK with half a million direct policies. 

• The De Benedetti family holding company denied a news re- 
port that Olivetti & C SpA is in talks with Machines Bull and 
France Tblecom to swap equity and merge its computer activi- 
ties with those of Bull. A CIR spokesman said “no negotiation 
is in course with the French computer group". 

• Oxford Molecular Group pic said it had entered into an agree- 
ment, in principle, for a three-year collaborative research pro- 
gramme with Yamanouchj Pharmaceutical, centred on the 
identification of modulators of a class of proteins known as ion 
channels. Under the terms of the agreement, Yamanonchi, the 
third-1 argest pharmaceutical company in Japan, will have exclu- 
sive rights to develop and license compounds invented during the 
collaboration. 

• Cfc Generate desEaux said it had a net loss of Fi5L686bn(£490m ) 
in 1995, after a net profit of F355bn (£452m) a year earlier. The 
company expects to re turn to “good levels" of results from on- 
going operations from 1997 onwards. 


Henry Boot 
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Turnover 
Profit before tax 
Earnings per share 
Dividends per share 
Net assets per share 


£179 .2m £ I84.Um 

£8.7m _£S.2ni 

23.6p 22.8p 
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198p 184p 


Operating Profit L T p 7% 

Dividends Up 6" 

Record Pre-Tax Profit /N.Tin 
Net Assets per Share Up ,X% 

THNTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR OF GROWTH 
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RMC homes in on further growth 

The Investment Column 


Any company that issued a profits 
warning just seven months after rais- 
ing £489m to finance a spending spree 
would normally set alarm bells ringing 
among investors. But there are miti- 
gating circumstances for RMC, the 
world’s largest producer of ready- 
mixed concrete. The group has an ex- 
cellent track record and there are good 
grounds for believing that growth will 
be resumed after a blip in 1996. 

The rather gloomy short-term out- 
look makes RMCs record 1W5 figure 
yesterday rather academic, although 
they do highlight the sheer qualitv of 
the company. Underlying profits before 

exceptional jumped 16 per cent to 
£329 m, despite a weakening of demand 
and lower volumes in Germany and the 
UK RMC's two biggest markets. 

The UK industry is showing much 
more restraint than it did in the dark 
days of 1992, when a price war meant 
RMC made just £10m on £lbn of 
turnover in its home market. Despite 
a 6 per cent fall in ready-mixed volumes 
in 1995, price rises of a similar amount 
and lower costs meant margins im- 
proved last year. 

Based on better trading over the pasi 
month, RMC is optimistic the second 
half should show the UK housing 
market bouncing back from last year s 
destocking and the prolonged winter 
that prompted the profits wanting. 

More important is what happens in 
Germany, which contributes 52 per 
cent of group profits, but which was flat 
in local currency terms last war. Ouite 
apari from the weather, the outlook 
there remains decidedly cloudy, as yes- 
terday’s decision by the Bundesbank 
to cut rates acknowledges. Last year s 
13 percent fall in housing permits will 
have a follow-through effect on 1996. 
The downturn comes just as RMC is 
completing the £30tlm refurbishment 
ol'iis Rudersdorf cement works in east- 
ern Germany and hot on the heels of 
its £367m purchase of the minority in 
its ready-mix operation there. 

But RMCs acquisition cost of eight 
times historic earnings should take ac- 
count of the position in the cycle 
when making (he acquisition, while 
Rudcrsdorf should be protected short- 
term by the booming Berlin construc- 
tion market, to which it is adjacent. 

RMC is confident the strength of the 
local market means it can outperform 
German industry forecasts of an 8-10 
percent fall in volumes this year. And 
if bad weather and lack of confidence 
restrain Europe this year, RMCs non- 
European operations in America and 
Israel continue to forge ahead. 

Year-end gearing of 31 per cent 
means RMC could add to its aggregate 
interests in the UK although it was 
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playing down prospects of a bid for ei- 
ther Camas or Bardon yesterday. Prof- 
its cut to £30Gm this year would put the 
shares, up 2p at L052p, on a forward 
multiple of 15. A firm hold. 

New shapes at 
Laura Ashley 

The Ann Iverson factor continues lo 
boost Laura Ashley shares, which have 
doubled since the straight-talking 
American joined as chief executive last 
July. They rose another I Ip to 1 73p yes- 
terday as the market responded to a 
£10m profit for the year to January, re- 
versing a loss of £30m the previous year 
when the figures were hit by heavy re- 
structuring charges. 

The company says the Laura Ashley 
turnaround will take two to three 
years and there is a danger that the 
"shares are running ahead of themselves, 
but the building blocks of a genuine re- 
covery are gradually being put in place. 

The plan to expand” the group’s 
sales in home furnishings to two-thirds 


of total sales and reduce the garment 
element looks interesting. Meanwhile, 
the proposal to open more stand- 
alone furnishing stores and expand the 
amount of. space devoted to sofas and 
wallpapershouldyield higher returns, 
particularly as the group’s home fur- 
nishings production is far more efficient 
than its garment-making. 

The store portfolio is being re- 
shaped, with smaller stores being 
closed and replaced by larger outlets 
which can show a wider range of the 
home furnishings on offer. 

Manufacturing is also being radically 
overhauled. Finance director Jim 
VVhlsh says the group’s manufacturing 
plant in Wiles ted “lost touch with eco- 
nomic reality", with horrific levels of 
seconds and utilisation running at a low- 
ly 70 per cent The 1,100 jobs in the 
Welsh operation will fall to around 700 
over the next three years. Cost savings 
of £2m-£3ro are expected, but a sale 
or closure is not ruled out. 

The supply chain and distribution 
system are also being put under the mi- 
croscope, as are selling prices, which 
Ms Iverson says were too high. 

The mail order business, which was 


RMC: at a glance 


Market value: £2.61 bn. share price £ 10.50 
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reined back sharply in 1995 after a dis- 
astrous year, is being relaunched. 

The dividend of 0.5 p is a demon- 
stration of confidence only partly 
borne out by current trading figures, 
which are strong in the UK but have 
fallen in the US and Europe. Analysts 
are forecasting profits of £16m this 
year, which puts the shares on a re- 
covery rating of 36. So far so good, but 
the prospects are already in the price. 

Fisher offloads 
the losers 


Stephen Walls' tenure at the helm of 
Albert Fisher, the food group, has been 
punctuated by large exceptional 
charges as be has struggled to reshape 
the business away from low-margin., 
“commodity” areas. Thus far, the 
shares have resolutely failed to respond 
to the Walls treatment. Even after yes- 
terday’s 2Jp rise to 48.5p, they have 
underperformed the rest of the mar- 
ket by 47 per cent in the three years 
since he added executive duties to his 
chairman's role. 

The hope is that yesterday's an- 
nouncement of a new bout of dispos- 
als and write-offs will re-establish 
Fisher on the growth track. The biggest 
hit comes with the decision to w it hdra w 
from the German wholesale produce 
business, which will result in a£42ftm 
exceptional charge this year. The 
group also revealed that it was dis- 
cussing the disposal of a majority 
stake in. its North American distribu- 
tion business and its joint lettuce- grow- 
ing venture. 

Together, the three disposal will re- 
move profits which totalled £3.6m last 
year and, Fisher revealed yesterday, 
turned in lasses of £4Jm in" the latest 
six-month period to February. The 
deficit on discontinued operations 
held operating profits broadly level al 
£23.3m in the first half, while the ex- 
ceptional items plunged the group to 
a pre-tax loss of £24m, reversing prof- 
its of £I2.6m last time. Analysts drew 
some comfort from the fact that Fish- 
er held the half-way dividend at l.S5p. 

Fisher operates "in difficult markets 
and the four-fifths growth in first-half 
profits from European food process- 
ing bears out its strategy of concen- 
trating on value-added areas. The 
moves should help narrow the focus of 
the business but its remaining fresh pro- 
duce and seafood operations remain 
prone to the vicissitudes of nature and 
big store groups. Profits of £41m be- 
fore exceptional would put the shares 
on a forward p/e of 12. Fair value. 
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The Old Lady ofThreadnee- 
dle Street is on the Net. The 
Bank of England began pub- 
lishing information in its own 
Internet pages yesterday. 

A spokeswoman said that 
by four o’clock in the after- 
noon the site had had "quite 
a few visitors". Anoraks all 
over the world - and normal 
people - trill be able to learn 
about the Bank’s history, its 
bank notes, impending publi- 
cations, courses for central 
bankers and so on. "It’s full 
of fascinating insights." the 
spokeswoman said - a trifle 
hopefully. 

Even better news from the 
Rank of England. It is also 
{Hanning to construct a 
comfy new reception area for 
viators - instead of leaving 
them to the series of cold 
marble benches that present- 
ly do the job. 

One of the old banking 
halts at the Threadneedle 
Street building will be ccm- 
verted later this year, if 
everything goes to plan. 

Accountants Ernst & Young 
refereed to the 1688 Bill Of 
Rights to wm a VAT case last 
week on behalf of BT Ru- 
mours that tax cases will 
henceforth be decided by - 
trial by ordeal are said, how- 
ever. to be unfounded. 

SBC Warburg has lost yet 
another senior corporate fi- 
nance executive, just a 
month after losing two other 
directors to rival banks. 
Philip Yates. SBC 'Warburg’s 
joint head of UK corporate 
finance, has jumped ship to 
join Merrill Lynch in its 







Golngforgold: The Bank has cast its net farther afield 


Ropemaker Place offices off 
the City's Finsbury' Square. 

Last month Nicholas Fry, 
another senior SBC Warburg 
corporate financier, defected 
to NaiWest markets, while 
Stella Coulthmst went to 
BZW: Sources predicted 
more defections then be- 
cause of culture clashes with 
the new Swiss bosses, who 
are said to be more transac- 
tion - and product-driven 
than the traditional War- 
burgeTS- SBC Warburg will 

have none of this, but Mr 
Yates was certainly doing 
some important deals there. 

He helped advise Bank of 
Ireland on its £6G0m take- 
over of Bristol & West Build- 
ing Society, and Cordianl’s 
£133m rights issue and refi- 
nrwhtg What's more, Mr 
Yates is.an Oasis fan. All to- 
gether now. “You’ve got to 
roll with it _ " 


Wilf Dixon, a director of Executive Protection, a security firm, 
was recently doing research on construction company John 
Movrlem pic. He noticed that one its trading names, Mowtem 
Civil Engineering, had bean struck off the register, and was up 
for grabs. He registered the name for himself for die £90.5(1. 
He said he may use it later this year if he goes ahead with 
plans to bnfld a US-style walled community of executive 
homes with controlled access. The subject does not amuse 
Mowlem, which is nnderstandable. since companies routinely 
drop old names and register new ones for housekeeping. 


Sir Brian Jenkins is blos- 
soming as chairman of the 
Woolwich, one of the build- f- 
ing societies which plans to 
convert to bank status. Yes- 
terday Sir Brian, a former 
Lord Mayor of London and 
distinguished accountant, 
made a joke. 

At Woolwich’s AGM yes- 
terday a venerable gentle- 
man member, dressed in a 
large felt hat and thick over- 
coat, rose during the "anv 
questions" session and said 
to Sir Brian: “I hear on the 
BBC’s Radio Four that we 
are going to get £1,000 each 
{when the society converts]. 

Is this right?" 

Sir Brian said the situation 
would be made clear at a lat- 
er date. The member then 
said: “Is it near to £1,000?" 

The chairman said they 
would make sure it was as 
much as possible. 

As the rest of the member- 
ship started to shift impa- 
tiently in their seats, the 
questioner ploughed on, and 
asked why former chief exec- 
utive Peter Robinson had 
been sacked two weeks ago, 
to which Sir Brian replied: "I 
think you should listen to 
Radio Four." The audience 
collapsed. 


House of Fraser to unload weak stores 


NIGEL COPE 

House of Fraser is to sell sev- 
eral of its underperforming de- 
partment stores in a restructure 
that could see the disposal of 
DH Evans, the well known Ox- 
ford Street store in London. 

The announcement came 
yesterday as the company an- 
nounced a dramatic 50 percent 
slump in profits lo £14m due to 
continuing stock problems and 
weak sales. 

Brian McGowan, the chair- 
man who last week appointed 
the former Texas Homecare 
chief John Coleman as the 


group's new chief executive, 
also admitted for the first time 
that he had vigorously pursued 
the high-profile American 
David Dworkin for the top job 
but eventually decided to ap- 
point Mr Coleman instead. 

“1 like Dworkin very much. 
He talks a lot of sense, he’s a 
good retailer and I think I 
could have worked with him. I 
also think we could have agreed 
a remuneration package that 
would have been acceptable to 
the City." 

However, Mr McGowan said 
he had chosen Mr Coleman, 
"because I thought he was the 


belter man for the job." He 
added: “I realise I wfli have to 
live or die by ray choice.” 

He dismissed comments by 
some in the City that not ap- 
pointing Mr Dworkin, the for- 
mer chief executive of 
Storehouse, was “the worst mis- 
take" of his career. "That’s ab- 
solute rubbish," Mr McGowan 
said. 

The House of Fraser chair- 
man met Mr Dworkin in Lon- 
don and at Mr McGowan’s 
home in Colorado. Mr Mc- 
Gowan maintains be was turned 
down by no one, although there 
is a feeling in the City that the 


American ruled himself out 
before the job was offered. It is 
thought that Mr Dworkin would 
only accept the position if the 
company declared further pro- 
visions to cover excess stock, 
which Mr McGowan was not 
prepared to countenance. 
“There is a credibility gap 
here," one analyst said. 

Mr Coleman joins at the end 
of the month when his priority 
will be lo appoint two new 
merchandise directors. 

House of Fraser, which op- 
erates 51 department stores in- 
cluding Dickins & Jones and 
Army & Navy, is still labouring 


under poor stock control and 
buying problems, which have 
forced die company into an al- 
most permanent sale. 

Around £21m of old stock 
has been carried into this year. 
Gross margins has declined by 
L6 per cent However, the com- 
pany said like-fbr-like sales in 
recent weeks were 4.5 per cent 
higher. 

Mr McGowan admitted that 
the group’s sales per square foot 
average of £173m was still lam- 
entable, with the worst stores 
achieving lees than £100. The 
target is £200 per square foot 
and the laggards will be closed. 


DH Evans is a candidate as it 
is surrounded by more suc- 
cessful rivals such as Selfridges 
and John Lewis. 

In the year to January prof- 
its of £I43m were struck on fiat 
sales of £749m. The dividend 
was maintained at 5-5p. The 
shares rose 2p yesterday to 
174p. 

Elsewhere on the high street, 
the fashion retailer French Con- 
nection is also struggling. Its 
profits halved from £7m to 
£3.4m last year due to trading 
problems in the US and Europe, 
though trading has unproved 
since the vear end. 
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Cottage holidays with 



SPRING BREAKS FOR £5 PER PERSON PER NIGHT 


E scape to the countryside for a Spring 
break with The Independent and the In- 
dependent on Sunday Collage Holiday of- 
fer. We’ve teamed up with Blakes Country 
Cottages lo offer readers the opportunity to sam- 
ple Blakes great family holidays in a selection of 
hand-picked properties for just £5 per person per 
night. 

Blakes Country Cottages are one of the largest 
and most experienced cottage holiday companies 
in Britain, with a range of almost 2000 proper- 
ties to choose from in the most popular parts of 
Britain. 

This exclusive offer applies to 200 properties in 
18 selected holiday sites, wiLh accommodation 
ranging from a converted stable block, to the wing 
of a country house, to cosy woodland lodges. There 
is always plenty to enjoy, from peaceful walks in 
the country lo riding and games roo ms for the chil- 
dren. Simply ask for details when you call Blakes 
to book. 

The offer allows you to stay for £5 per person per 
night and you must stay for a minimum of seven 
nights. Holidays can be taken between 20 April 
- 24 May 1996. Accommodation is suitable for 
parties of two to twelve. Accommodation must 
be booked at maximum occupancy, for example 
a party of four cannot occupy accommodation 
which sleeps seven. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

Simply collect four differently numbered tokens 
from the seven we will be printing until Saturday 
20 April Today we are printing Token 6. 

HOWTO BOOK 

* Call Blakes Country Cottages on 01282 445221 
for a brochure and reservations, quoting the 
“Independent £5 per night offer". 

• Give your advisor the following details: 

(a) Your preferred holiday area: North England, 
West Country, Scotland or Wales, 
fb] The number of adults and children on holiday, 
(c) The holiday start and end dates. 



Pictured is one of the cottages of Collacolt Farm in 
King’s Nympton, North Devon. These comfortably 
furnished period stone cottages, are grouped 
around a cobbled courtyard. Set in 18 acres of 
beautiful countryside and 5 miles from South 
Molton, Collacott Farm offers activities for the 
whole family, including it’s own riding centre. It 
provides the perfect base from which to explore the 
attractions of North Devon. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

* . J* 16 Cottage Holiday offer is subject to avail- 
ability. 

* Over 200 units of accommodation are available 
per holiday week. 

3 Units must be booked at maximum occupan- 

cy, e-g- a party of four cannot occupy a unit which 
sleeps seven. 

4 Holiday must start and finish between 20 April 
and 24 May 1996. 

5 Blakes Country Cottages, the name of which is 
used under licence from Blakes Holidays Lid. is 
a trading division of Holiday Cottages Group Ltd. 

* Normal terms and conditions of booking 
apply. These are published in Blakes Country 

R 1 - - -t «. I w 


• You will then be offered a choice of suitable 
properties and will be given details of the loca- 
tion, facilities and accommodation. 

• If you wish to confirm your booking you will be 
asked for full payment by credit card or cheque. 


■ You will be asked to send your tokens with your 
cheque (made payable to Blakes Country Cot- 
tages) to: Blakes Country Cottages, Spring Mill. 
Earby, Nr Colne, Lancashire, BB8 6RN, If you 
are paying by credit card, your advisor will tell you 


where to send your tokens to. 

• Please note, you may book immediately before 
you have collected your four tokens, but you will 
require the tokens for final confirmation of your 
booking. 
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Boys in dark glasses alight on Lucas as takeover target 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


sten jatee.jsace 
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After their astonishing success 
with National Power the leg- 
endary boys in dark glasses 
have alighted on another po- 
tential takeover victim. 

Lucas Industries had the 
distinction of being the latest 
candidate. In hectic trading the 
shares surged 20p to 224p, 
touching 232p. American, Ger- 
man and UK bids were ru- 
moured to be on the horizon. 
There was also more mundane 
talk that it was about to sell its 
aerospace side. 

The domestic bidder was 
said to be GEC, a theory no 
doubt inspired by the pending 
departure of Lucas chief ex- 
ecutive George Simpson to - 
GEC. 

Lucas was not the only com- 
pany to excite the stock mar- 
ket as stories of corporate 
action swirled around. 

Busy trading lifted the FT- 
SE index 15.2 points to 3,820.7 
and sent the supporting FT-SE 
250 index surging 29.5 to a 


peak of 4,493.6 with the Ger- 
man interest rate reduction 
helping sentiment. 

Cable & Wireless was an- 
other share to shine. It jumped 
24p (after 28p) to 546p on sug- 
gestions the huge merger with 
BT had, excluding regulatory 
requirements, been settled. 
BT put on 6+5p to 379p. 

Christies International was 
again back in the corporate 
frame. The auctioneer climbed 
a further 7p to 226p (after 
231p) as the market indulged 
in speculation about the in- 
tentions of near-30 per cent 
shareholder Joseph Lewis, an 
immensely wealthy Bahamas- 
based investor. 

He has carefully put to- 


I for control - or sell his stake 
to a potential predator. 

Mr. Lewis could, if he so 
wished, produce the £300m or 
so for a strike. Since failing to 
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Stock market reporter 
of the year 


score in the 1970’s London 
leisure boom he is reputed to 
have become a billionaire 
through currency trading. 

Utilities were back in the 
spotlight with London Elec- 
tricity powering ahead 28p to 
813p on talk of a bid from 
Thames Water or one of the 
US utilities. A price of 900p a 
share is the popular guess. 
National Power, which has at- 
tracted the attention of the 
Southern Co of the US, rose 
lOp to 58Sp with the partly- 
paid up 9p at 453p. PowerGen 
gained 5p to 604p with its 
partly9paid 4p firmer at 463p. 

Micro Focus, the computer 
group, enjoyed another out- 
standing session as US bid 


hopes continued to dnmlate, 
gamin g 303p to l,168p. The 
shares were 680p at the start 
of last week. 

Rolls-Royce was another to 
purr ahead, up 9p to 237p, a 
peak. SBC Warburg was posi- 
tive and an analysts visit to its 
US operations is due next 
week. There is talk the US trip 
wiD be accompanied by news 
of substantial engine orders. 

Renters, the information 
group, advanced 23 -5p to 777p 
on rumoured ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett support and 
Hanson rose 45p to 196p as 
sentiment continued to swing 
in favour of the proposed de- 
merger. NatWest Securities 
was said to have picked up 10 


million shares at 196p. Lad- 
broke added 5p to 196p as the 
takeover stories continued to 
raise a sweat. Once again 
turnover was significant with 
many hardened operators con- 
vinced a bid - from Bass. 
Hilton Hotels of the US or the 
latest runner, Scottish & New- 
castle - will materialise soon. 
Pearson, the banking and me- 
dia group which is another 
long-time bid favourite, 
jumped 20p to 739p. 

The drug-happy pharma- 
ceutical pitch produced an- 
other crop of plusses. Scotia 
jumped 46p to 709p on reput- 
ed Lehman Brothers buy ad- 
vice and Cell tech, where talk 
of a bid is growing stronger, 
added 22p to 5S0p. Codecs In- 
ternational rose 23p to 35 7 p. 

Vision, the miniature cam- 
era chip maker, added 5p to 
239p. It is expected to an- 
nounce a share placing with to- 
day's figures and possibly a 
tie-up withFisher Price toys. 


Hoare G ovett’s small com- 
pany technology team, using 
turnover as the main mea- 
surement, has, it is said, pro- 
duced share targets for a 
number of hi-tech groups. It 
decided shares of Acorn Com- 
puter had a value of 350p 
against a market price of 2I6p; 
MAID 270p (208p); Psion 
l,25Qp (l,018p, up 78p) and 
virtuality 350p (245p). 

Symonds, dropping engi- 
neering from its title to un- 
derline its electronic 
operations, returned to market 
at 71p. The shares were sus- 
pended at 61p. For the£ll-5m 
acquisition nf 7Tin, a maker of 
printed circuit boards, the 
shares were valued at 50p. 

Metal BoOetin, the pub- 
lisher, drifted 30p lower to 
915p as, instead of the ru- 
moured bid, the company an- 
nounced it was buying 49 per 
cent of Seanet for £ 1.2m. It 
provides information on ship- 
ping and shipbroking. 


TAKING STOCK 


[JWaler Hall, where Radtid 
Abdullah has control, is 
thought to be on the yeige of 
a significant acquisition. 
According to stock market 
rumours ft is near to buying 
a leisure business, largely in 
exchange for shares. 

Formerly called Stannin, 
the group has had a difficult 
time and has made no secret 
of its desire to get oat of its 
traditional aggregates and 
lamifin businesses. The 

shares held at L5p. 

□Mice, the conference and 
exhibition group, firmed to 
5.5p after a 73 par cent 
profit advance to £817,000 
and a year’s dividend of 
0JL2p, 25 per cent higher 
than last year’s prospectus 
forecast 

Around £l-2m is expected 
this year. Chairman Mike 
Curley is looking for 
acquisitions and is talking to 
nin e companies. 
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Procrastination could save the day for Eurotunnel 


E urotunnel will not have much 
reassurance to give share- 
holders when it releases its 
1995 results next Monday. Cross- 
Channel traffic is looking up a bit 
but there will be little progress to 
report on the negotiations with the 
company's banking syndicates over 
£8.1bn of debts on which interest 
has been suspended. 

After a digmal year, they will be 
treated to the usual knockabout 
stuff from Sir Alastair Morton, 
the perennially optimistic co-chair- 
man, who has always insisted that 
the board has no intention of hand- 
ing over the company's equity to the 
banks. 

As one of the signatories to a 
P tmglossian rights issue prospectus 
that lifted £85 8m of new money out 
of shareholders' wallets in 1994. 15 
months before the company in ef- 
fect went bust. Sir Aiastair's new- 
found role as shareholders’ 
champion must leave some of them 
with rather mixed feelings, to say 
the least. 

At 7 Ip, the shares are worth lit- 
tle more than a tenth of their value 
in early 1994. Agreement on a so- 
lution to the company's problems 
has also been receding steadily, de- 
spite Eurotunnel's efforts to get the 
lead banks to agree the outline 
financial reconstruction plan it has 
drawn up. 

When the crisis began last Sep- 
tember, some of Eurotunnel's 
banks thought it would take six 
months to negotiate a deal and an- 
other year to push the agreement 
through the whole 220-strong bank- 
ing syndicate. 

How optimistic can you be? Sev- 
en months into the negotiations, it 
looks unlikely that an outline agree- 
ment with the banks will be con- 



INDUSTRY VIEW 

PETER RODGERS 


eluded before the summer holidays, 
so that means a delay into the au- 
tumn at the earliest, since most of 
Europe packs up in July and 
Auguk- 

Even if the original guesstimate 
that a further year is required to get 
all the 220 bank lenders to sign 
proves correct the reconstruction 
may not finally be agreed before 
late 1997. 

The problem is that the nearer 
Eurotunnel moves to a formal sign- 
ing by the whole syndicate, the high- 
er the hurdles become. 

Every single bank in the syndi- 
cate must vote yes to the refinanc- 
ing. The temptation for individual 
banks to demand special conces- 
sions in situations of this kind is 
irresistible. 


renegotiations of their syndicated 
loans. 

Eurotunnel did exactly that, so 
only a majority bank vote was 
needed to approve its 1994- bank re- 
financing and rights issue. Unfor- 
tunately, once Eurotunnel stopped 
paying interest, the loan agreements 
reverted to a requirement for 100 
per cent approval. 

In some rescues, banks have 
preferred long negotiations be- 
cause they have allowed them to 
spread bad debt provisions over a 
number of years while profits are 
earned to pay for them. 

This is probably not a factor with 
Eurotunnel, whose international 
lenders have made substantial bad 
debt provisions already, ranging 
from 20 to more than 50 per cent 


Aggressive price-cutting on duty-free 
has paid off in increased traffic 


upe 

International was refinanced a few 
years ago, his empire was nearly de- 
stroyed because a single small 
American bank threatened on the 
last day not to sign. 

So potentially serious is this 
blackmail problem for any corpo- 
rate rescue that the Bank of Eng- 
land spent several years persuading 
large companies to put majority vot- 
ing into the contracts governing 


NatWest, one of the four lead 
banks, is thought to have provided 
£40m of its £100m exposure. 

From the lead banks’ point of 
view, the fundamental cause of 
the delay is simply the difficulty of 
agreeing a proposal that has a 
chance of satisfying the diverse in- 
terests of a syndicate of 220 lenders. 

Nevertheless, delay does have 
some useful side-effects. A view is 
growing among the banks that. 


having got this far, they might as 
well wait until the autumn, when the 
company will have another sum- 
mers tourist traffic under its belt 
and forecasts of future revenue will 
be more reliable. 

(Those who expect Sir Alastair 
wiu depart then. Decause his con- 
tract runs out in October, are 
jumping to conclusions, because he 
has been asked by the board to stay 
on until negotiations are complete.; 

Results this spring have certainly 
been looking good. Eurotunnel’s 
poor marketing has shown signs of 
improvement and aggressive cut- 
price tactics on duty-free have 
been paying off in increased traffic. 

Perversely, the better the fore- 
casts for future years the more the 
banks are likely to posh for a big- 
ger slice of the cake and larger fees 
(to add to the £200m they have al- 
ready earned.) 

That might explain why Euro- 
tunnel is anxious to persuade the 
lead banks to approve its own re- 
structuring proposals sooner rather 
than later. 

The deal it wants is not a con- 
ventional corporate rescue in which 
debt is swapped for some form of 
equity, with the alternative proba- 
bly a receivership. 

Eurotunnel’s preferred solution 
is a flexible structure that allows 
long-term revenue sharing. The 
company should from now on pro- 
duce a positive cash flow, over and 
above operating costs, but exclud- 
ing debt interest and repayments. 

The idea is to persuade the 
banks to continue (o underwrite the 
project, absorbing any further fi- 
nancial shocks. 

As revenues increase, Euro- 
tunnel would pay a higher propor- 
tion of its interest. - As for the 



shareholders, at same as yet un- 
predictable moment in the next cen- 
tiny, there would be money left oner 
for dividends. 

It is likely that, given a gener- 
ous enough share of the surplus 
revenues, the banks will agree 
that it is pointless taking over the 


question is whether these inevitable 
delays in the negotiations actually 
matter vexy much to them. 

The answer is probably not. It 
simply win not make much differ- 
ence because the prospect of divi- 
dends is so far into the future. On 
some projections, compounding of 


A wipe-out of shareholders' interests 
would cause banks political troubles 


shareholders' equity. Such a move 
would be largely symbolic. There 
is, after all. £8.1bn of debt and only 
£700m of equity, and a wipe-out of 
shareholders’ interests would 
cause the banks a great deal of po- 
litical trouble, especially in France, 
where the majority of the shares 
are held. 

Long-suffering as the share- 
holders have been over their in- 
vestments in Eurotunnel. the 


interest would prevent Eurotunnel's 
revenue ever catching op with the 
payments to the banks. 

As for receivership, it would 
only make sense for the banks if 
they thought they could find a bet- 
ter management to run the re- 
maining 57 years of the tunnel 
concession, and there is no sign so 
far that they' want to do that 

A cross-border receivership 
would be messy, too, since French 


law is more sympathetic to the 
rights of shareholders - the message 
the banks took from the Eurotun- 
nel board's decision to set m mo- 
tion the appointment of mediators 
under French law. 

If this were an ordinaty rescue, 
Sir Alastair would be seen by. now 
to be wearing the emperor's 
clothes: proclaiming how well cov- 
ered his loans are while eveiybody 
knows he is completely naked and 
that the shares are worthies. 

But Eurotunnel is not like any 
other refinancing. There is no 
doubt at all that in the long term 
the business itself will continue to 
operate, whatever happens to the 

bankers and shareholders. 

And in the short term, there is . 
little point in forcing the issue be- 
cause nothing can be resolved un- 
til the company's commercial 
prospects are clearer. In the cir- 
cumstances, a certain amount of 
procrastination probably benefits 
everybody. 
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Dunlop can stop the Sham 


sport 


bandwagon with Najiya 


GREG WOOD 


From the very pinnacle of rac- 
ing’s power structure, right 
down to the shop floor on the 
high street, a lot of people 
have a great deal invested in 
Bosra Sham, and in the space 
of 90 seconds at Newbury this 
afternoon, they will get a 
shrewd idea of just how large 
the return is likely to be. 

There are the breeders and 
auction houses operating at 
the top end of the market, who 
would love to see the most ex- 
pensive yearling of 1994 demon- 
strate that sometimes you really 
can buy success. There are the 
advisers - probably including 
Henry Cedi, her trainer- who 
persuaded Wafic Said that 
53fl,00(jgns was not loo much to 
pay for Hector Protector's sis- 
ter. Cecil too, of course, would 
like, to put his falling out with 
Sheikh Mohammed behind him 
and start the season with yet an- 
other Classic winner. And then 
•there are the punters, who have 
spent the last three weeks pro- 
pelling Bosra Sham towards 
odds-on for the 1,000 Guineas. 

Those backers may reflect 
this morning that to lose one hot 
Classic favourite is unfortu- 


nate, but to lose another, fol- 
lowing Alhaarth’s defeat in the 
Craven Stakes yesterday, would 
be a disaster. 

If the Newmarket gallops 
watchers are to be believed, the 
punters have nothing to worry 
about, as most will stake their 
reputations on Bosra Sham 
winning the Guineas. They are 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Corradni 
(Newbury 5JL5) 

NB: Carburton 
(Newbury RAO) 

hardly betting with the world’s 
strongest currency, however, 
and Bosra Sham’s supporters 
will still approach her season- 
al debut in the Fred Darling 
Stakes somewhat nervously. 

And even if she prevails, 
they will check her proximiity to 
Najiya, trained by John Dunlop, 
very closely. Najiya was third, 
beaten five and a half lengths 
by Blue Doster, Bosra Sham’s 
most serious rival in the ante- 
post Guineas betting, in the 
Cheveley Park Stakes last sea- 
son. It wifi thus be possible to 
pick holes in anything but a 
comprehensive success. 

Given Dunlop's record in 


this event, however, it is per- 
fectly possible that Najiya (3.10) 
will not only get within striking 
distance of Bosra Sham, but vrifl 
beat her too. Throughout her 
two-year-old career, it was clear 
that Najiya would be a much 
better animal at three, and with 
Dunlop's string in excellent 
form, she is definitely a value bet 
against the favourite. 

Not that Cecil is exactly 
struggling for winners at present 
either, with his latest success be- 
ing provided by Storm Troop- 
er in the Feilden Slakes at 
Newmarket yesterday. Storm 
Trooper strode away from his 
opponents in some style, and is 
now no better than 20-1 for the 
Derby. 

The success, gave Pat Eddery 
his sixth winner of the meeting 
and maintained a monopoly in 
the race for Cecil. He was 
recording his fourth win in the 
East five years in this nine fur- 
long Listed contest, following 
Twist NTum. Placervillc and Q- 
cerao. The lAbrren Place train- 
er also captured the prize with 
Legal Bid in 1987, but it must 
be said that none of that quar- 
tet went on to achieve nigh 
ranking so a degree of caution 
might be useful in assessing 
prospects for Storm Trooper. 


After discussions yesterday 
evening between Cecil, the 
colt’s owner, Fahd Salman, and 
the owner’s racing manager, 
Anthony FenfolcL the Classic 
potential of Storm Trooper will 
also receive an early test in the 
2,000 Guineas. The coll, a reg- 
ular gallops companion of 
Bosra Sham, is quoted at 20-1 
by WIDiam HflJ for ihe Guineas. 

Lionize, a maiden winner 
for Peter Chapple-Hyam later 
in the afternoon, is another who 
may be a late arrival in the field 
for the colts' Classic, but he re- 
mains an outsider at 33-1. 

Such ambitions are way be- 
yond Lhe reach of Galine, win- 
ner of yesterday’s opening 
handicap, but the success was a 
welcome one for Bill O'Gor- 
man, whose daughter Eiyuna 
was injured in a fall at the 
track on Wednesday. “I think 
she was in pain again this morn- 
ing but 1 don't think this will be 
long-term. ” O’Gorman said 
yesterday. “It is nothing hor- 
rendous." 


2,000 8UHEAS (Newmariet, 4 May): Cent 
13-8 Whaarih. 9-4 Beauchamp Hng. 6-1 Marti 
Of Esteem. 10-1 Royal Applause, 14-1 
Danflttfil Dancer; Ladbrokes: 2-1 ABiaatfi & 
Beaucnamp &■! Wart, Of Eneem, 10- 

1 Oanaftfl Dancer A RovcX Applause. M-l 
Siam Trooper MWara mt 6-4 Adtaann, S- 

2 Beauctanp » 

Royal Applause 


2 Beauchamp Kne, 10-1 Mart, of Esteem & 
a. l5-i Darettfl Dancer. 



Storm Trooper strides dear to win yesterday's Feilden Stakes at Newmarket 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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2JW Dayfight In Dubai 
2A0 Set Adrfft 
3JU) Bosra Sliam 
&40 ASHjARJngp) 


HYPERION 
4.15 Alajyal 
445 Jayaimpee (nb) 
5JS Corracfini 


ner-cp Tamura to land tte race a year a&>. Pour Chappte-Hyam has made a good start this 
season and SraHn N WtsNn, 13 lengths dear of the tnud vrften going down threequartere 
of a lengh to Classic Eagle at Chops®* lea October on her angle start » far, should not 
be tar may. Setactfoo: AIR QUEST 


3.10 


GOING: Good. 

SXAIXS: Round coarse - Inside; SiralghL cuunse - centre. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High numbers may be beet for Gf to lm on straight course. 

■ Left-hand course, SE of town near A34. Radway station a$oins course. ADMISSION: 
Mem here llj; TmenaUs S8; Silver Ring S3 (0AP& half price). CAS PARS; Free. 


All race< 

■ LEADING TRAWEHSWTTH RUNNERS: PCAappIe-Hymm- 32 wtm>as from l ’Innv 
nm give, a socce» radoof26.4% and a kws to a SI lewd stake of 12.02; J Goedea-3] 
winner*, 1 1 5 runners, 20 l 7%, +S5234; B bran- 31 wtnncre, 404 runners. 75*. -4203.20: 
R OurltM - 17 winner s, 101 rawn, 16.6%, +L.4.U1 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J KeM - 42 wins. 234 tides, l7.9%i 41G.16; L Dettori - SB wins, 
192 rides, 19.8%. +SG&0CI; Pat Eddery - 3V wine, 22B rides, 1 6.4%, -432.22: W Canoe - 
32 wins, 193 rids*, 16.1%, -64931. 

BUNKERED FOIST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAPS; None. 

LONG-XHSTAWX BUNNER8: Eager To Reeae (2 10) ram 223 mdeslyj Berry faun Cock- 
erittm. Lanre; 23flty*» Dnw 14.45) sent 204 miles by E Alton from Leyton, Lane*. 


DUBAI DUTY FREE FRED QARLMG STAKES 
(CLASS A) {&nup 3) £30000 added 3Y0 f®es 
7f 64yds 

11- 8OSRASHIIM|USM{a)6)(Q{HUcSad)HCecd90L 

114241- FUWB 8QUW (231) flfchael AFoyl M ObtOOt 9Q . 


SWIM BBL Mchote forest J IXrilap 8 11 
SHUA1EBD IG Pafaeri U Osmon 8 11 ... 
S»C mie QuboO 1 Gtth«8 11- 


-BtfndB 


6010- K&m DAM (am (Btelan^Rfofntor Hartal 90- 

0003 WSS UNVEIL 03 (Bared BunjCBresai 90 

3113- NAim^9tettnNMnaur«ini«p90 

12P-4 PAIIMM BAT 03) (Ms E A Hams; U Bel 90. 


Pat Eddery 2 

.Rtft«NS3 

K Daisy S 

B Doyle 8 

VCaat 


123- PlSt8ESUW*C009niMoimaSitaORlWnin90-. 

1- sax MASQUE (USA) BBB) (RE Sa«W)POBWte4%om90. 

114 S1.SAA [13) (CO) (LAteraCeneraj 8 Smart 90 

-9l 


.41 Fenton 9 


I. Dettori 7 

IMdfl 

JlOockanel 


2JO 


BBCKHAMPTON MAIDEN SIAKES (CLASS D) £51)00 added 
2Y0 5f 34yds 

CLASSIC MYSIBW (Ga> CatctpolEO B Meehai 9 0 B Doyle 2 


DfeUGHT M ouw (USA) T D Safe P C«aa*>4*wn 9 0 . 
DRNOODSrocXW Meade) MMeefe90 , 


EAOEB TO PlEASE (The Totfliy ft^nal Pamosmp) J Seay 9 0 . 

GRANNTS PET tM<i D M Arbii] PCUe90 

GWVEIMR RVER Kneba pic) B Maehan 9 0 . 


— KDodeyB 

-RPbOhiA 


HMW0VBI SQUARE (Bob letenwiO R tenm 9 0 . 

UCftttN BEACH 0tan Gutty LtflBQAby 9 Q 

PELHAM (DAUne-Smb) R Hannon 90. 


,_JQwrall2 

T DaMn 8 

-MTaiMtS 

JtlktaK33 


-LDodorfS 


PEniABOViOiHiiiaisimiSBnwBBPanneehpIMMcComadtDO- 
RWE HEY ftail LeerfuAnel R Johnson Hw^yton g 0 , 


.MEibtoy3 
J1 Cocteaus 7 
I Raid 10 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
G 
7 

a 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

13 declared - 

BEnWG: 7-4 DajtitBit In DnbM, 100-30 Cbmqfi Pst, 5-1 Pstesn, 7-1 1 
Pleas®, 10-1 CiaMie Atystsry. 14-1 Ib^mi Squars, RMn Hay, 16-1 oOare 
399G: Poteh Leecn 2 9 D L Damn 7-1 (i Gnsden) 13 fan 
FORM GUDE 

Reter Chawde-Hyam baa a fine necad vwtn tes (uMBntes at this trach. The Mamon tra»ar. 
wtnse Carmine Lake easily landed me ados at Newmarket on Thursday to provide him with 
his first two-year-oW success this toon, can «** again here with DKVUGHT M MBAL The 
US-bted was a 13Q.OOO^aRar yaatfctg and is outof a gpod wooer-producing mare. PaU 
Cofe is another vrfwse youngnen do vrefl here and tkamf* Pet, a 46,000®w son of creek 
mrter Sellorii, must also he Kept on the n&1 sWe. He (s hatf-trother to the wlnnera Wast- 
etn Sal and Western General, the ttom bemg haH-sotw » Queen Atme Sates ^Actor Mr Fhi- 
orecarbon. BUho and Aide Awakening have already shewn that Gooff Lewis's jiarenltes are 
we* forward and die Epsom vainer runs Raferendnra (Pat* J Eddery) and Yanaunauano 
(Tony WtwtanL Referendum is a tuV-brnher to Brae nmnn Including Stueet Decision, a 
winner at wo. mchard Hannon is also doubly represented - by Psthan (Pat Eddery) and 
Hangover Sqoara (Ricnard Hu0ws). Selection: DAYLIGHT IN DUBAI 


BEITMGt 2-5 Basra Shaw, 5-1 Nifta. 8-1 Rjtag Sqow, 10-1 SMt Hun 12-1 Maa lUrsreal, 
1A-1 PlasM Snam, 16-1 PMm Bay, 20-1 SB SOa. 33-1 Itaapare Dm 
1996: Aqsapa 3 9 0 W Cfeson 9-4 u Duikar) 8 wi 

FORM GUDE 

It is difficult to oppose hca 1,000 Guneas fawxrfra, BOSRA SHAM, who has wintered well 
and been 0tfng great gu% r tecei* gatops. News mat dw luMMar to Heaor Protacfor 
couU go a bit preceded iter debut here last August and. aOhough faced with 21 mote, she 
want off at 54 on and duly obliged - by three lenghs. That was on good to Arm and Bosra 
Sham landed her only other race, the Group One Fines’ Mile on me soft at Ascot In Sep- 
tember, tBUng command appro a c ten g die futong pole to Siam Qmt ShadajM three and a 
had lenffhs. Second spot can gp to Naflya, who gained consecutive wins at Haddock and 
Saflsbwy lan term and wound up Mih a mtid of five behmd Blue Duster r me Cheveley 
Pane Her j«ni successful wfmBaajdwnpKrng in yasien%v Craven Sam, won USMth 
Aneand 12 montlw ago. while aattamata BmtSatsabi was pippad on the post by 
Day In Tuesday's NeB Gwya Rytag Sqomr came to hand early tat season, landlt^ her flret 
two races, at Sandown and Goodwood, while she was also succassfU on her final son m 
a Group Two at Baden-Baden and, befcre dal, was founh to Daneh* Dancer in the Group 
One Hemz 57 Phoenix States at LBopardstown. Was flnlMiaM. afthough a 25-1 chance 
te me Masate States at Hampton on Easter Saturday, finshed dwd behind Sea Sprqy and 
Parrot lunge, beaten a net* and a head wnh Paloon Bay more man two lengths adrfft n 
fcurth and SR SHe seventh of 13L Despite remng^een. SBc Masque, from the same yard 
as Sea Spray, rem narrowly at Goodwood test July on her only appearance to data and comes 
from a stable which does vrefl at ths tradu Selection: BOSRA SHAM 


TMONauBBinEfidtESmgaenPOBafe^BmSU 

17 MHBPEREP Major (AW P W terns) p H ams 8 U 

aETRNG: 52 DAteeQwat, 9-2 ftMaglAertfes,H2San*M, 7-1 Wm, ld-1 «abte.Aa*y tan, 
Sdte BdL 12-1 Desert Shtener, Bay CofleJfefr 14-1 Covered GM, 1S-1 Pomona, Stem, 20-1 oth- 
er* 

1995: Taftiho 3 8 11 W Cason 13-8 0 Gosocni 19 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

Peter Whhvyn has an auaflent record « ttvs ewwit and. wnh the stable rmring mio form, 
ALAJYAL mtjyn show the way home m tfis 17-runner event far debutants. A Oaugter of 
U|><Ibss mller Kns. she s out of the Norfhem Dancer mare Yaqut, dam of winners in Anam, 
Estmvaar and TafxH. Henry Caal has won this before and DMna Quart, another dangl- 
er al Kns. Is a ful-asier to smart Frerch speedster Divtne Danse and half-sister to Purcut 
Of love. Aunfar Jane, a Dtaant Relative fiBy, is bad-sister id the wmner Alsa Jane and could 
figise. together Wh Peter Chapple-Hyam 's Taking Lbartie* (a Royal Academy fifly), John 
Gosden's SandMi (a daugttBr of DanehN) and Geoff Wragg's Larissa <Py Soviet Star and 
die first foal of the same stable's pod stayer Ptp&nai. Selection: alajyal 


[4.45 


NEWBURY RACECOURSE SHOPPMG ARCADE RAIED SIAKES 
(CLASS B HANDICAP) £13£00 added Sf 34yds 

206004 DAfBND Edlff (27) ftks Ann E M YiiRTO H Bale 5 9 7 R>h0o3 

430090 BRAK EDGE (188) (D) (Hats v&e R ten 596 

001112- SPANMRD5 ODK 083)63 (tan »Uu3ne± INI PMtai 894- 

625400 LEfMQX LBR5 (9) P) Ate Am Jane) A Jaws 4 9 1 

384000 JAYANWffi (196} £D5UPan«*a) I Baking 590- 


.JteBaONsM(S4 

Pat Eddery 12 

,._K HopMos (7) 10 
I- Dettori 9 


631003- BCMDSiM5E97nn(NksClVfeid)MefairtwS4S8. 

111230 TDP BANANA (21EJ (CD) Aigor M G H^Od HCaWr5 88. 

110600 LORD M9HAIMBMLpfl}([))(9RRacfg CUD MHe>tan-Els8S8. 
420000 URD DINER (196) (D)(MasVRJarv«)WJWes688 . 


RSERBBUB(HgiciaeTTnoi^b«i(faaigLK06LBes9O — PUEddoyl 

YMMWNAYANO fC WSdS) G tew S 0 ARbeta p) 11 

16-2 Eager To 


L5U 


SCOTTISH EQUnABLE RATED SIAKES (CLASS C 
HANDICAP) £8^00 added 3YD lm 

66210 PQUStPmatl9MDksC)naeSterenn)MJM97 J>Rsttaoo2 

40215- TSAHMSIA 068) (1 H Staert-aronn) J tXrfap 9 7 ) Md 1 

311- CASHJRJON 093) B H Fan) JG)a«9 5 PwAEdteryA 


2-40 


PETER SMITH MEMORIAL MAIDEN STAKES hj&Bftfrl 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 3YO lm 3f 

Alt QUEST (KAMJWV R Ctertton 9 0 PMEMery7 


5 BNAR BOID (S3) (A ) ftthacW C ftxan 9 0 

MOHAWK BVHI IShsih Mchsnvnsd M Saute 90- 

SAfOBU GAPE Qfay TsenttRHamon 90 

OTMJBniUirdHDtadftYWWHCHdSO 

SMART PUT (USA) (Mrs Grags ftat» Mo J CKfi 9 0 
7RMAL MOON IP D Savff) laoy Hmw 9 0 . 


60 ACE OF REAUIY (USA) (193) IHfH Ptrce Find SsCnan) H Caty 8 9 . 

BfBCfBI 0ieMi MOtanmed) J Gasden 8 9 

0 BQBBB7SEAR (151 (DucMawn Stud) A Nevccretw 8 9 

2- SAEBI N WBtm (USA) (IB^ (R E SargHB) P Chapple^an 8 9 , 

- 11 teetered - 


BOoylaB 
— MtflbE 
4IParhnw3 
— WRjee2 

— Thwsll 
(DwteyB 
JTQtaolD 
-LDlttoril 
JCsnoBG 
JWU4 


1 

2 

3 

4 04022-4 DECISION lAAKSt (17) (The BDtaaxxn Syrefeete R Horan 8 13 Dm OTWte 3 

5 506204 7HSM£A(22)(R^Gu»CctnLJW«.MafaAmC»ert)BRUirTHi88 TQeta6 

6 2441- ASHJAR0JSA)(UR|(HantenAlMataui4HftoraanMwiB8 RWhS 

7 050 tlJllEMUECi83)(rKR8arce< PfeyCTJB 7 FQnekRT 

BETTCttMItaUoeMMM, ll^Ctaonoo, 44.Mgte, 51 Tmb*»U,Wl Voter Pitaca, B-lfhn- 
bee, 25-1 Uttie MBs 

199S: Cnmpmn Hi 3 8 1 PwjI Eddery 12-1 M Sahaefl 14 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

The lack of a recent race may not matter mo much here wm only a couple cd the seven 
runners having haa an outing ths season. CARBURTON la fencted far a smeessM return. 
Jeremy Gtowar's runner, a creditatte dirt of 20 behind Ocean Gnwe on Ms fatraducBon over 
sk ftriongs at Nottfogam foa September, justffled iMMittem In both his races afterwards 
-3tojnft«onsiR»0ywers«renBtHaydock<mBidan)enaatOoncaaer(nureety).Cart>ur- 
mn wff be wefl at home over thi6 mte. acts on bom fast and soft 9 didKl and Paid Eddery, 
on board far efl hs three races, is again in me sadde. Decision Mak er, ruwer-up in the 
lest two of five starts last term end a good tawth behwid Hi^r Barnpue at Notdn^wr on 
hfe return, mj^K provide most Hanger. Polar Prince wan a maiden at Haydoch in Septem- 
ber on hfs perRirimata start and was hampered in me doang stages when n the ruck un- 
der equal top weight in a Newmarket nursery on hs final siax He could 0> was despne 
being on fist 71b again here. Tsaratata made vinueSy as to strike form « Lsigfieid m Octo- 
ber bu came home last of a* behind Br&kdone at Doncaster the faftwng month on her 
final appearance. SaledtaE CARBURTON 


10 000110 AKBO (11) (D) (BR fTormr)' Startoni Mbs G Kfi*e»ay 58 7 

11 60561-4 2nSTS DANCS (USA) pQ [W Uerm Patnci Banyj E Alston 5 B 7 SDMBans 14 

12 20042-5 HH — Utt PB7)W(SRaow»g)S8wwM58S « Price S 

13 3)0000 Hnn TBI IWHBI (1BQ gl) (linrty Pam Hoktey Cenoe) R HcOffs 10 8 4 — BDo*»2 

1 A 643603 T)»iM«E{7)6ta9r(1ai«nlUPalgze<B4 f ly*eb(«5 

15 100000 MA0M6AICCm(MPFafen»4fateylMPedB9Dn0otey884 JterteD^te(7)B 

-lSdccterad- 

KTTmfe rn lore Atertm, H Spatata oam, 132Top BMW 7-1 layamma, JH Bnwr 
BMW 0iagBr« Dancer, 101 Atao, 11-1 Bowterr tern, 12-1 Drtg Dostfay, Lanoox tmte, Sater- 
nate, 151 lord Qiiiw. 25-laOMta 

1995: Ftaple Hpim 4 9 0 W R Swrt»*n 12-1 (M ftthersorvtoJiey) 14 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

This 5 a typical/ mefy Newbuy spnni with several holdrng good claims, the re Edge was 
beaten a head by Ftoyaia Ftgwna in last yete's renewal with S yate n h Oom and Lord 
Wgh Admiral nmdi and 12 of 14. Spaniards Ctose went an to mn Ms next three races end 
ran a three-tengHl second behind Domufia here m October on his final start - Bowtfaa Rosa 
deed-heosd far severeh and LemoK Ic«te was last of 1& Wkh Pat Eddeiy booted. Spaniatris 
Close may do best of the mo who contested last veer's race but TOP BANANA cat beet 
them aB. Henry Candy's fire-year-old last season when he chalted up a summer hat-inck - 
the last two rens comfag orer coisse and cfisonce. My setactfoo was beaten three pans of 
a lengh by Shfian‘& San in the 27 -runner Stewards' Cup and, ahhouffi 101b worse m. can 
confirm that farm wtth thnd-piaced Ja y n pee, who was a short-heed behnd. Both shouU 
Again hold B«* Edgs, How^i r«r Ftethar and Darfag Destiny, who rrera ad m arrears. Top 
Banana tedht gat the best cA nre, when tetengnenor honors behmd Oofote Bfae end lennm 
Lewis a RSpon nert time and ha can turn arotrtd ma runnmg, while he wasn't dcaetead 
when 14th Of 29 from a bad draw m the Ayr Gold Cud on Ms final start - SaBormako, Lord 
OMar and Itafag Dre lfa y beMnd. Ando won an thft Ungfiefa Equurati, m FBtjruuy end 
m OoncastDr - by four lengths m a fieU of 21 - four weeks afft Out dfa not show the sane 
zip a Kempmn on Eastar Monday, finishing a dsappokrang ntne-iengm ninth of 25. wah 
19th. SMeeUao: 7DP BANANA 


54.5 


t Data id nrTEn 

L Dettori l 


10 
11 

EETIBie: 94 Set A*BL 4-1 Air Qrest. 01 Enriched, 7-1 9 b«b M HWfa 01 IWta* Rhwr. 10-1 

TrfM Mooa, 14-1 Age Of Rtetoy, Sretatta tepe, 180. Bar BoM, tent Ptoy, 201 athere 

199S Iteiua 3 9 0 1 Osten 04 y Graoen} 15 ran 

FORHGtflDE 

Hawy Cedi runs Sat AML a son of 1984 Derby here S*p Anchor fiwn a mare who has 

pfoduoed maw wn®5. The staate s ateady ki CMhirtgfamt ®nd Sfit Adrift shaiid dew 

though preference IS far AB QUEST. 77» colt b a MHyttherto Derby her o Quest For P ame. 
wffio got off the mark In this event m 1992. Eorichod, a Generous fifly, B dose^rnUaiad to 
renter fa Ghoa Tree and comes •from John Gosdeo's stable, wtech sera out Oerby run- 


BRDGET MAIDEN FILES STAKES (CLASS D) £5JflO added 
3YD7f 


, THATCHAM STAKES (HANDICAP) (CLASS C) £7,650 added 
to stakes 2m 

(02r COWADma«(KAk»*MHCMi410O P*&tiwy5 

400001 SHN»MNIpNniCta6HI)RAteMM595 T«tei7 

200034 O0U»l ARROW (13) (PaJ MeAor) I BsHrg 5 5 13 LDettodS 

126HW MDk&n«ff(mmtAPtariRDckiri6S13. 


243550 CYTteSS AVBAE Cl^ 1C T Spenoar-Rdfas) R Hancn 4 8 13 . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 


«UtfWL<Hawan « Matooum) P VtaynBU 

WCarOT 7 

AUKIT JMC (Pat H Uriel B Hfe 6 11 

MMtel2 






WHfel 


_ Tfetea3 

KOWTOW (Twain) MUterS 11 

R Street 2 

LARSSA iSrieMi MooaimmO Q tea®8 11 


POMONA fSqine RBOfe Ut9 P MM 1 8 11 

SAMWR1. fit MdoBH J Goran 8 Jl 

WRjte 8 
1 Dettori 4 


Bte 01—16)6 
RFataS 

6-85200 X)WS ACT (USA) (8) W Uadi &o*n (Bocitrtewis)) D HajrJi Jcn« 6 8 9 IM4 

001/ «A*KAZE(932)WqorBtoeniuy)JWiaB680 BDoytol 

100052 fMINEy-0E8BtBStACCU)(QEatoHo^yKin)JSMocre4713 JFEgwr2 

-gtedmf- 

BETTtta 64 StacBnrao, 3-1 CsrradM, 1M Katestref, 8-1 GoMao Am*, KtaffMipK, 0 
1 01 Qprare Amteh 101 Jetem Act 201 KHftara 
19BEc Bofa GaR 4 9 10 D riwoon 4-1 u FarehMte 10 an 
FORM GUIDE 

SHADAWAN trotted up by fire lengths in a field of 20 at Doncaster fair weeks agp and, 
despne being rated Ufa. can g> n again That e mount extra would not hare stopped him 
on Town Moor. WBney P o Jtet ge rac was a 33- 1 shot in the Queen’s Pros at Kempton but 
beat e> except warmaptentatree and can corfWm form w ah Boidan Arrow (more than three 
lengths back tn ftjurtn aid 4fa bettor off ) aid Cypress Avenue (13th of 18). Henry Ced 
had fair tenners at the Craven meeting and the hgsly raced CorraffM couW prove trou- 
blesome even if he s on lOst (n his first handxaft Gel ec U oa: SHADIRWAn 


I 


I2L20] 


HYPERION 

91-6 Rambo Wataer 2J50 Goktrai Pound 3J20 
Double Paris 350 Stolen Kiss 4.2S Ctertonwefl 
4^6 Primo Lara 


GOING; Good lo Finn. 

SIAUS: Sanighx course - stands Mde; tobdo Ctttree - mane. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tor Bt & flft low for 7f ft Ira. 

■ Left-hand course, level bttt quite sharp. .-utcoam 

■ Course Is W of town on A61 ThlrMi rtrtkmlra. 

Qib ilii; Taoasalto S 8 (OAPb S4 ); FTunRy Enetosure 13 (OAFS 

S1J5Q). Aceorapanied nmte^ias ftee.CABI"ABfcBBTiRy»ndo«re 
59 per car jru4mHng up u four adults ptaa auturan; rets nw- 


BL1NKBBBD FIRST TME: Gynoak Hero (vtsored) (2.16). 
WINNBBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: PWme Uim (455» won 

SaMaSlMBSlIlIBgi CaMaPItelttMlItolittut 

295 nate3 by Mbs G Kdtewsy hm Wtotcwobe, DoraeL 


CUFTON HLLES CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS C> £7350 added 2YD Sf 

1 1 NORIHE)tNSAL(26)(D)Jlfeny01O SCwtsrl 

2 2 D 0 UBUE PAW POCTM Johnston 8 8 IWeawS 

3 1 EHOWinWBepajWCAtonaa MHasy^4 

4 1 Mr0RMK(2MnUCteim88 0fterttao3 

5 1 JB9RUE C25J (D) C Dwjsr B 8 I9taEfc(3)2 

6 3 MGHWBAl£50HG(7)UMee(loB8 R Hate (5)6 

-8dectored- 

BETtWft M DooMe Park, MNattemSai, 01 EDcbretkJ* Bra, M Rt 
Or Mfa^ 7-1 JemBa, 01 M^Abvia Soag 


l O Cfti HAAKETON LBffTED SIAKES (CLASS D) 
1 ‘ £5^00 added Sf 


000066 HB1CH SUIT (S P) M DxJs 4 94 « Woo* 7 

000230 WBEC0HESASDUt(18q(CD}JCstB94JlQteeaB8 

135500 PO(OBd)(B)(D)SRBoMilg4 94 CTMp*04 

523001 SnXBfRSSpqmMW&s»by494 IWeeverS 

533300 SMASH pO^ (SR WHaigl 491 OxtofitaoBZ 

1- ANGAAR P04) 09) AStsHO 368 Dftatao3 


235] 


OAKSTRFE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £^650 
— , added lm Penalty Vafae £3^44 

26016-1 MASIggWflgt{ll)>teJltefftofcn4101(afo_-^ 

1043)4 lBBitBSUEOTWIted»410O MfcC«baB» 

321211 P*«Ba>ffilAD(a!WJL^ra691i 

500000 weOTBi»aEI»(a3)WPBwis69U— 

lime? . B0UJNHMM (2DV (H T &stertff 4 9&, 

80064)6 HtWE KBfftBH(71I W WJ4L^ 49B^^ fe^ tf 
560621 RAMB0IBIIIze7WBDMctt» 4 96--AtaeMssi 
9 310120 a M m MAWS CH OI typa jCT Ater«696 — 

10(00630 SPAMSH ^-J WarerlA 
11 223413 AWESOMVBOWEpOl OT « Oaptian 

a 120O4&- thatpo ( ns) TOftap 8^_ a . 

8 SB 5Sg^P°ICT«F ? »S94 

17 O98OS0 7 = 7 a 700 ( 2 Sl)Afta|Mn 49 L 

18 405000 CTMCHAH 9 1 -^MsfltaoolB 

«RMk 4-1 Pta 

M BoSo Rtek, 101 le^a tespe.^ teasata^ 

5ST1BWTON RATIWfi RELUED MAIDEN 

S SXjV^BB 

005- SHUBtGW. (MOD B^3810 — — 

Mftnfaovai, 14-1 Ctefce 


32-32 nBEOFBHXRWfU] ( 8 ^ GL0WS3 88 — SHMandfiS 

1- SPUWHt (275)(D) RDWfS»38a SSntall 

-8 teetered - 

BEITMC 7-4Sptetor, 11-4 Aagter, 7-2 SfioteaHss, 6-1 FmkGdt, 7 
1 Pride OTMtea, 1W. Hero Came* A Sta; 3*1 nitres 

| A< «1 SOWERBY MAIDEN SIAKES (CLASS P) 
l_b=] £SylOO added 3YO lm 4f 

30 ANCHOR VBOIBE 095) SWnS 90 W Woods 2 

02- BSiAIUM WSAJpDO) HCac390 AHrlVreS 


00 CHARNMBADMRALCH}CW690 


4-2 aBMBMSL(BSA)(U]MStous90 
GML US awrpnfoR tetter SO _ 
fsnB0UDtey9O 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 - M8P0LA«DA60UByd89 

-Tdactend- 

BETTOR64 n elte nred .8-4 Bwillfa il.0lNfefa.12-3 tetetfatek 
20-1 OtoratagAtateL 33-1 Beet lea Stay; Dtepof Agnte 

fTccl BHJFORTH HANDICAP (CLASS ^£4,350 
added 7f 

5334-31 PBHaum(7)(QPHanS4101(6ed HUmryfSi* 

336000 ANOmMnmONdnlaA 100 SMm3 

ODDOO0 98iUBIHM(fUSteU7)JBBDjrSlDaPBabwten9 
CS013O euawipmPFWn.jgin BSfedTOg 


043106 maurps*) (24 (0)1101*1*189 7 KMfll5 

001200 WWE SCRUB. (11) P) A Hasson 59 7 _GFate»r (7)6 

56445-2 EWNHPB5C25S»JL^b 494 DteaansS 

434222 GBEBUtGn{U]Hlisiattt$94 ICMdretffal 

020000 80WBTOe.p]«JEfa«rS92 UMerS 

10 S9006 OCHOSRBS(7)P|BBatael591 L Chaw* 20 

31 QMM05 UaClSamMQBperaiA91 Cltaaby[7)2 

32 0223«) 2WimC8l(29nD(feh0fa492— JAkftwaH 

13 441322 Dmrwi o p3WDQBgaan5833 

TTiMltanTf 

14 43035 M0W6(49)JBattpg58U fTfa iudr{7)5 

15 00M- SZOM8WWKftZI4n«F3i^3BlGJtCtiteaT 

16 200200 SEAfflR€aB^tosSAEE3r.665 SEWtefa IS 

-ttftetd- 

BEnWfc7-2Ptto»laa,61Cateefla.7-l&ai'e^Ite,01 
loa Dead toredbr.im-ei mull nNr.»l«Otea 


WLLHOOSE QUARRY HAMNCAP CHASE 
^1 (CLASS B) £14000 added 2m 4f 


HYPSaON 

2,00 Lottery Ticket 2.35 Penrose Lad 
3.05 Five To Seven 3-35 Savoy 4.05 Dear 
Do 4.35 Moynstia House 


GOING: Good to Soft. 

B Left-hand gflnpkig comae; rro-ln 310yds. 

■ Course a E of town on A 758. Ayr station fhalf-hoorly service 
frcsnCSre^ow) Ira ADaOB8IO>fcC5i* £16, Grandstand S8 iQAPs 
haif-pricc). GAB TABS: Free. 


1 2-2FUF OLD BRDGE (22) (D) A Tired 8 11 ID 

2 1UB50 MABIRB06ION(29}n RVtbodhousr 8138 LW|«r 

3 FD6U03 WE) FORCE [11) iOA G Rchsate 11 11 3 BHwteg 

4 242-111 MAJOR EL (43) IttA A writes S 10 7 A Oaten 

5 011521 FNE TO SEVEN (8) CThrrsr 7 103 [6e>) PCwfaeny 

6 204-064 RJNNY OLD (UME (41) (CU) 0 McCUne 9 10 0—A UvxiAan 

-6decterad> 

MMnsn ZOO. True ftamteap nHgt: fiswy 0*3 Game 7st 12b. 

BETTOB: 94 OH Bddge, 3-1 Fhw To Sevan, 7-2 Major Bad, 4-1 Master 
Bostoa, 6-1 WM Ftiroa, 19-1 Ftefe OM Qmaa 




[ 3-35 


WINNESB Of THE LACT SBVBN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEBS: Mogradha Boaae I4JE) tea been 
sett 362 nfles fer B Curife from Setefmwlli, Cambs; Dear Do 4J05) 
seat 358 ndes by N HeadBson from Lsmboam, BerlsOMBride; 
(305) sba 356 mans tBATineB Gran &si Haidred Dun; Spweeage 
Gold (200) A Suprm* GeaoOn (2^5j sent 352 mOer by J Oil 
Dma WutlUD, Wats; Baronet (200) A Pcnroaa Lad (2J35) sent 
321 m3esby DNtcbalsoi &omTmipl*G airing, Glos; l J Mury'nck- 
et (2JW) A Mafia's Lad (£.36) son 304 odes by J Edwards ftwn 
Se&sck, Hereford fa Wore*. 


HAMILTON CAMPBELL ILPH NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £6000 added 3m If 

1 UP3J «JBJK5 WO (10) J&tanS7118 MANDgerdd 

2 22PT233 SAVWC25) (BE) GRttams9U2 PCwtaiy 

3 1K6066 ISAPIE GARTH (IDE) P Besurms 7 11 2 RSfefte 

4 33204P SfflONG GOLD P7 )JBbb% 71011 ——ATbomtoo 

-Atecterad- 

BET TO fc 46 Savoy, 5-4 Merten Lad. 24-1 Seakh* fadd, 201 Temple 
Gartt 




zoo 


FAIRFIELD HOUSE HOTEL NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £3J50 3m 110yds 


3-52411 BN»CiP3)nDNCh0kDi6323. 

0143 80U> ACCOUNT (31) (D) G Mite* 8 U 10 N! 

605Q1 BROE OS. (7M PBesurere 6 11 10 RSpppte 

BrcntsrCFteter6113 DPmterffl 

02 CanCGMWpB) L Lune>6 113 meed 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 1-3Z20P ianBerTnCT(2UlEdasRteT113. 

7 640000 SnCEAflEeaU(28)J0U7113 

8 6(6000 nWGF BARKER (31) Dffctertsai 71012, 

-B teetered > 

BBTOfa 64 Saraoet, 74 Bdd AceMt, 61 Lottery Tkfcat, 61 CMte 
DeeL 8-1 Cefic Sant, 5pacaa& Gold, 12-letbsa 


ROWU. IflGHLAND FUSILERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 

122RM P0U1KAL TONES OOJ (CD) R Man 9 11 11 7 Reed 

723213 IBUII36(BEBL(tfD(DBP)lMteiHlDU5 

—MM)* 

mm be jQgMAM (194) (D) w Cmraigam 9 11 5 Jl C ta wood y 

042155 0TC FOR TIE P0I (HD (CD) Mb A taster 11 110 

Mftetor 


iCMtei 


5 144454 ROOEO STW (USA) (Ufi (CD) K Trtta ID 10 9 — J 

6 114241 DEAR DO (15) (D) N Hereteson 9 10 7 MA 

'•teeteod- 

KTTWa 2-1 Pear Do. 62 W s ntaii fi a md , S-lttoeForTba Pot. 6-1 
De Jordan, 7-1 PoOcalTaaer, 8-1 Bad» Star 


435 


O Obj ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS O £5^)00 added 2m 

-LWyar 
_M Foster 


60231 ®earoB(2S(D8T&aErty5n9. 
l-62<5 CRDa»(33)Cnsann6112. 

005 OBr«Ut£(48|Dkbfei5ll2- 


0060 CUrBrtKHT<43£UUue5U.2, 

553 PBKaSEUDpZ)p5)DIUdsaD6112 JTJchnioop) 

F- mmnsjra£<3sqBMaase5ii2. 

l«w> OTWGB«m(43)J0kl7n: 

BMHMtW»Kat43CP23^51Dll_ JJPtoterH 

fiS 6ABCCKiaip^JQatai810U- B Storey 

-Stecterad- 

BEJTOB64 fl i ftt i tes, 7-2Pte0tettet ^ite a m a r M nhn, 7-lBttmftio. 
101 DWr Cfi in , 12-1 Barefoot landtefc 16-1 oBun 


GARRICK COWIE TORRT CONDITIONALS 
HATOICMP HURDLE (CLASS E) £4(000 2m 

1 OURP SONSE HO OQ DBMSS faaffiura 1111 12-AMWtH 

2 313237 PRMCFAL P1AVBT (71fl P) P Manwh 6 11 9 — 6CMK 

3 sna» CURRENT SPEECH (2S) (D) T Eagefay 5 11 2 — RJotewai 

£ 120652 SAffaUlMN (18) (C&) M ffammcni S U 2 RfanaR 

5 21B22P STEimSTBntfEBMlOTMSlll ABotim 

E 33=443 CWAAN VMIET (31) D Robettscn B 11 0 - — EFiHatfiai 
? 23850 US' Blim«BPC5mJ afiaeeiO 11 Flrefay 

6 Fmi-53 HOyNSHAK0USE(Q01)BCwley8lOlO Btataa 

9 1-PP5 CHUmirSSA&A{1009Ltu«i6109 itkataqd 

10 £61050 MAI)COIHGMHCO(^nTDyer61D7_JIIfeten(5) 

11 60I&V 0£M (783) (CD) GHdads 7 10 6 8ftetfa« 

12 OMCfil WSS6fiEEKfWDS(18)(DiA«vS3rc510O.„.J»l^ 

-UdedMBd- 

ICuruni *t&(L 1CSL Inn tars&ap aegic tees Gwr^ana Sa 13®; 
0ETM0: 01 Mfeotre HOUM, 01 CMfiad 5psadb, 01 tSsa OresayanK 
01 Sanatia^ Staadtast ate, Canaan IKtey, 14-1 dthen 


VEWBl'RY 
1 2.40: SET ADRIFT, from a stable 
I with a terrific stzike-raie with its 


Lhree-year-old maiden colts, can 
bold ihe well-bred Air QnesL 

□□□ 

3.10: The winter favourite for the 
1,000 Guineas, BOSRA SHAM, 
has plenty in band of these rivals 
on all known form, being particu- 
larly impressive when winning the 
Fillies Mile at Ascot. She has the 
speed to drop back to this trip, 
comes from a stable in lop farm and 
has been working impressively with 
yesterday’s Newmarket winner 
Storm Hooper. Silk Masque, Grom 
another stable that has made a 
bright start to the season, is likely 



to make large strides after having 
raced and won only once, but Na- 
jiya. third to Blue' Duster in the 
Cheveley Park Stakes, may chase 
the favourite home. 

□□□ 

3.40: ASHJAR progressed with 
every run last season and can hold 
another improver in Cartmrton. 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

2JX* 1. GAUte IS Sdnrieffil B-l; 2. Wfiri- 
woodnmwr 7-1: 3.Weete«aii-aW«Wi 9- 
L 15 ran. 5-1 fau Domah Amaam {Am}. >A. 
nk. (WO-Gocman, NsumarivaU. Tote: £12.40: 
£4.10, £2.60, £2.50. Of: £37.80. CSf: 
£615a Tncasc £48&4a Tna £194.50. Non 
Runner Faitana 

23St JL PRIZE GIVING (M lifts) 01; 2. 
Three HRs 6-1; 3. Select Few ll^. ID ran. 
9-4 (av JactaonHiN (5th). 3. 1^ IG Wragg. 
Newmaitet). Tote: £10^0; £2.60. £2.10, 
£1.00. OF: £44.70, CSF: £54^a Incase 
£16552. Trio: £3650. 

3.05: 1. STORM TROOPS! [p» Edoary) 

3-1 fev;2.9tMreM»14 1)3- Jack Jrerefap 

14-1. 11 ran. 4. X IH Ced. Newmaitot). 
Tote: £310; £1-50. £350. £520. DF: 
£3210. CSF: £28.69. Trio: £249.20. NRs: 
Kate Sunnse & Soutti Salem. 

^40: L BEAUCHAMP KING U Radi 9- 
2 2. Alhaartti 1-2 fev; 3. POforiaFXgbt 25- 
1- 6 ran. nk. 3 Vt. u Duntop, Arundel). Tom: 
£4.60: £1.50. £110. Of: £210. CSF: 
rfi pn 

410: 1U0NEE Lifted) evens fav; 2 Mo- 
tadana 7 X 3. PHree U0* 101 S ran. HA, 
3>ft. tP Cnappfe-Hyam, Manton). Tote: 
£130: £150. £130. DF: £180. CSF: 
£309L Mb: Gold Spats. Hammere»i & lone- 
ly Leader. 

4^5: 1 FLETCHER (T Quinn) 13-8; 3- 
Rude Awaketdnff evens fav; 3. MT Vessel 
W-l Bna’kS. (pOoie, Wtatoomofo.Tate: 
£2.40; £130, £110 OF; £140. CSF: 
£334. 

5 JO: 1 MUC1EA (R H^KS) 8 11 fav; 
2 HeracomediMknlght 3-1 2 Edt To Rto 
7-3- 4 ran. 3V2, -h. tM CfBnnon, Upper Lam- 
beum). Trite: £190. DF: £lfla CSF; £3J1 
Jackpot not won (pod of £32600.71 car- 
ried fDrwwd to Nawtxjty uxley). 

Placepot £3750. Quadpot £220. 

> tfc £19.31 Pteca Sc £335. 


ATR 

2JaiTHUBSO«ri«GHTaWyer)01 
2. Potter's B^ 5-4 tav. 3. dripped Oat 1- 
2 10 ran. 4. U FtaGeraW. Mafton). Trite: 
£520; £120. £130. £1-70. OP. £530. CSP. 
£1325. Trio: £9.60. 

2J50: 1 ROYAL JESTER (MrCSuvey) 5- 
2 tar. 2. Carooael Rockst 01 3. Souttv- 
am Minstrel 01 9 ran. la (Mrs Jane 
Storey, Keteo). Tote: £280; £110, £180. 
£3.70. DF: £10.10. CSF: £2207. Trio: 
£48.60. 

330: lELPOOSffl (tatty) 7-4;2SMn- 
big Edge 10030; 2 Wtedom 9-1 5 ran. 
9, 'A. (M Hammond, Mddettan). Tote: £300; 
£120. £180. OF: £350 CSF: £7.66. 

350: 1 PUNFA (A Dobbmj 3-1 2 Pirns 
(kronor 5-2 fav; 3. Suntoy Bay 02 6 ran. 


3vr. 7. (G Retanfi. Greysrote). Tote: £3.60; 
£1.90. £130. DF: £4.90. CSF: £934. 

*20: 1 PORT IN A STORM (Mr C Bon- 
ner) 4-1 2 ladmgraln 02 3- Montrava 
9-4 fev. 5 ran. 2 lvs. (M Hammond. Mid- 
dtaham). Tote: £520; £220. £200. OF: 
£6.50. CSF: £13.06. 

455: 1 cmDHM (A P McCdiA 6-2 2 Cate 
Ron 33-2 2 - Newton PoM3-lfte.il ran. 
nK.y 2 .IP Mcnok, SHepron Mallef). Tote: 
£520: £160. £3.60. £220- DF: £4350. 
CSF; £14137. Tncast £6*1.47. Trio: 
£41.70. 

Ptecepot £2450. QaadpoC £1450. 
Place 6 : £3251 Place 5c £26.87. 

RIPON 

23K 1 STATESMAN (KDarteyl 9-2: 2 
Roman knp 4-2 2 Ooobte Adlan 11-2 10 
ran. 7-4 fte Ran Far Profit CBtM. nh. V/*. (M 
Ctramon). Tote: £5^0: £200. £180, 
£170 DF: £27.00. CSF: £24.63. Tno: 
£2850. tttto an otyectlori by Die de*v ol the 
scales far die jockey taring to we#i in, there 

was an amended result Botero Boy. thrd past 

me post, was disqualified and Maced last. 

100 : 1 IAGO IN VARANO U Carrol) 7- 
2; 2 La Suqwat 100-30 fev: d ea d heat 3. 
John onraaaw 202 dead-beat 3. Son- 
Deer 9-2 . 10 ran. IV* 1 V 4 . (J Benyi. Tote: 
£4.90; £160. £140. SeaOaer £050. 
John O Dreams £1.70. DF: £750. CSF: 
£15.18. 

3J3D: 1 ALSHAHMKOaofe) 9-2 2. Kae- 
Itotefa 33-1 3. Tooted Boy 6-1 9 ran. 9- 
*fev Furean (4t!i). nh.2Jft.iJ Dunlop). Tote: 
£6-40; £2.00. £6.10. £160. DF: £35100. 
CSF: £105.15. Tncast £84277. 

450C 1 NABHAAN (ft Cotfrane) 115 tar. 
2 Jackson Parit 02 3. Bmot OtTaring 0 
1. 7 ran. 3, nk. (D Motley). Tote: £250: 
£180, £2.40. DF: £7.00. CSF: £853. 

450: 1 UNREAL. CITY (W Ryan) 5-2 2 
Hemy Want 11-2; 2 CatunhaBa 4-1 15 
ran. 2-1 fev Ratteen (4ttt). !¥., v*. (H Ce- 
cil)- Tote: £3.10; £130. £140. £190 DF: 
£5 50, CSF: £19.10. Trio: £12.50. 

555:2CHA0WElLHALLUE(fcna«fcl5- 
2 2 AM# ShertfT 12-2 2 Penny’s Writ- 
ing 20-1 13 ran. 2-1 fev Stand Tafi (4th). 
rid, 2 ift. (S Bowring). Tote: £ 6 - 10 ; £2.40. 
£350, £350. DF: £2150. CSF: £6057. Tit- 
case £1060.68. Tno: £280.80. 

&3B: S- VflXM « Dartey) 05 tw; 2 Four- 
daaad 4-2 2 Ural 201 14 ran. 17*. 7. 
(R Charttor). Tata: £210 £1.10, £190, 
£6.70. DF: £550. CSF: £7. 78. Trice £10650. 
After a stewards' nquay, the rasuft srood. 
Pfawpofc £160.70. Qwsdpot £4250. 
Pteca 6 : £123.76. Pteca 5: £5&83. 
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RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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DERBY 


SATURDAY Sth 1 UNT. 2 . 25 pm 


QUEEN’S STAND CLASSIC CLUB - 3 DAYS 
First badge £90 - 2 more <§■ £75 each 

Until May 24th -SAVE £10 ' i';” 

Club Enclosure £30 

With reserved seat £55 

1 6-25 year olds £24 

• Morning drnv nut required - 

Until May 24th - SAVE £3 v ' : 

Grands und Enclosure £17 

Groups of 15 or more £16 

01372 470047 

A WINNING COMBINATION 
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Kiwis provide the first test for Walsh and 


After the frenetic jingoism of 
the World Cup and a couple of 
one-day knockabouts in exotic 
venues such as Sharjah and 
Singapore, international crick- 
et finally returns to the more 
measured pace of a Tfcst series 
in Bridgetown today. 

For both the West Indies and 
New Zealand, the two back-«> 

badfmaldjes congas something 
of a novelty. The West Indies 
have not played a lest since last 
August at the Oval, since when 
they have bad 19 of the abbre- 


viated matches in Shaijah, Aus- 
tralia, India, Pakistan and at 
home. The New Zealanders 
have had 13 of the instant vari- 
ety since their last Test in Janu- 
ary. “It’s the side that makes the 
adjustment to the Test match 
style of cricket quickest that will 
doweHTwas bowNewZeabnd’s 
captain, Lee Germon, pul it. “It's 

a psychological attitude rather 

than a technical one and, m the 
two first-class matches we’ve 
had, we’ve struggled especially 
with the bat" 


The adjustment for both in- 
volves more than just how to cope 
with five days rather than one. 
Since they last met in a lest in 
Wellington 14 months ago -won 
by the west lodies by an innings 
and 394 rum- both have endured 
turmoil within the ranks of team 
and administration that has un- 
dermined performance and led 
to change of captains, coaches, 
managers ami board presidents. 

The New Zealanders have 
sow had eight months under 
their new leadership of Germon, 


Tony Cozier in Barbados looks forward 
to the relative novelty of a Test match 


plucked from the captaincy of 
his provincial side without any 
Test experience, and coach 


Glenn Turner, the former Test 
captain and prolific opener. 

As always, short of star play- 
ers they have moulded into a 
solid if unspectacular team, 
predictably more proficient in 
the limited overs game. They 
reached the quarter-finals of the 


World Cup where they gave 
Australia a scare and matched 
the Wbst Indies in the one-day 
series here before losing 3-2. 

Any op timism they had com- 

ing into this Test has been ap- 
preciably diminished by injuries 
to all-rounder Chris Cairns. in- 
disputably their mast gifted 
and crucial individual and fist 
bowler Dion Nash. Neither is fit 


■ enough to play, a situation that 
will concern their respective 
counties, Nottinghamshire and 
Middlesex 

The West Indian shake-up is 
more recent. A year of fctnraB- 
adng defeats, culminating in 
their denriseagainst Kenyain the 
World Cup, and open wrangling 
within the team has kd to the re- 
tirement of the bete^uered cap- 
tain Richie Richardson and the 
sacking of coach Andy Roberts. 

Courtney Walsh and the 
revered former captain Clive 


have their Tbe 

sense of the wr ^*S£ ta blv ig- 
selectors b**lg*£^ 
noreddeman&^^b^ 



ba/ted their 
- Robert Samuels, a 

ed opening batsman ^ 

maica. and the appropriate^ 
named Patterson 
burly tearaway fast bowkr from 
Barbados. 

Recent inconsistent pener- 

mauceshave simply highlighted 


UK heavy dependence on the 
Stinr of Bran Lara and the 
bawling of Curtly Ambrostli 
is not sinprisne, pm Ins tem- 
^ramenuil bebawnor. of the 
gsdear.ihaiLaraauaa.llie- 
in-itdi with an untanay doud 
over his 

rjplinaiy committee cfttieifta 

months over tte wfeefy 
ouhlicised altercation he. had 
Jrith lor- — ^ ieam nh * it ' 




• ; 


therapist iheAustrafian 
Waight within the next wqdt 


a?#:. 


Chucking down 


the big cheese 


O ne of the world’s old- 
est games - and cer- 
tainly ihe only one 
played with a cheese - is tee- 
tering on the brink of extinc- 
tion. In its heyday, London 
skittles (sometimes called Old 
English sfattfesl was the most 
popular of all pub games in 
London and the Home Coun- 
ties. Now there are just two 
playable alleys. “We arc like 
Lhe fast mating pair of dodos," 
saw Guy Tunnidiffe. secretary 
of the Hampstead Lawn Bil- 
liard and Skittle Club. 

Skittles it may be, but the 
London variety is no gentle 
trundle of a ball at nine help- 
less pins. From 21 feet, a skit- 
tier hurls the cheese, a 101b 
block of lignum vitae shaped 
like a run-over Edam, un- 
derarm at the hornbeam pins, 
it smashes down with all the 
subtlety of an albatross land- 
ing in a bone china conven- 
tion: crash, bang, wallop. If 
this game were an actor, it 
would be Oliver Reed. 

Bul that's a bit misleading. 
Old English skillies is certainly 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


AT LARGE 


noisy and energetic, but it 
uidn't 


wouldn't have survived for 
millennia without a high ele- 
ment of skill A P Herbert was 
an c;;ihu.viasL In a 1947 edi- 
tion of Punch, he wrote: “For- 
get about the Cup Final, the 
Ashes and the Guineas: the 
major sporting event this 
month is the London skittles 
championship between F G de 
B Hart and Lambert," 

One of today's top players, 
Steve Hutchinson, says: “I 
like to think of it as a game of 
style and elegance." For a 
start, it's possible for tbe 
cheese to land among the 
pins and miss the lot. The Min- 
high pins are so far apart that 
a “floorer", where all nine are 
cleared in a single bombing 
raid, gels mentioned in dis- 
patches. Even getting eight 
pins is warmly applauded and 
the very best players will some- 
times take four “strokes" to 
clear the frame. “This game is 


so much more skilful than ten- 
pin. where tbe strikes become 
monotonous." Tunnidiffe says. 

He is living proof that you 
don’t have to be built like the 
Fridge to play. Tunnidiffe is. 
frankly, weedy, but he is the 
reigning London champion, 
which by default pretty well 
makes him world champ. Aged 
49. he has lived in Hampstead 
for 25 years but only discovered 
eight years ago that his local the 
Freemasons Arms, had a skit- 
tle alley in its basement. 

London skittles - one of five 
pub games on which you can 
legally gamble - became his pas- 
sion.' He is taking an Open 
University degree to teach him- 
self research methods, just so be 
can discover more aboui the 
game. Here are some of the 
facts he has uncovered. 

“It's a very old game. Its men- 
tioned bv Herodotus and may 
even have been played by tbe 
pharaohs. I found a reference to 
the Lydians in south-west Turkey 


at 


playing in the 10th century BC. 
Itorobafc 


probably came from the Dutch 
une of foi 


game of four corners, which is 
similar. Bargees coming up foe 
Thames may have brought it 
over. I've got a print of it being 
played in Jacobean times. Some 
games had coloured pins de- 
picting couriers and each one 
had a value. In 1770, someone 
commented thai playing without 
coloured pins had made foe 
game far less skilful. 

“The Amateur Skittles As- 
sociation was formed in 1900 to 
formalise the rules. At foe time, 
there were about 60 clubs which 
means there were at least 500 
players, and probably many 
more. Our dub is now foe only 
public alley, though National 


Westminster has its own 
Norbuiy, south London." 

Another survives at Putney, 
though foe landlord has banned 
skittles. The only other alley, at 
Balham, south London, was 
recently demolished by Young’s 
Brewery to make space for a 
children's room. 

Bul in Hampstead at least, the 
game clings on. Tunni diffe has 
optimistically just started pub- 
lishing a newsletter, and the club 
has secured a large lump of 
lignum vitae, which will be sliced 
to replenish its stock of battered 
cheeses. Meanwhile, tomorrow 
evening sees tbe sport's major 
event: foe London Champi- 
onships, or foe world champi- 
onships for those who take a 
more global view. This open 
knockout tournament, with skit- 
tiers competing in head-to-head 
matches, gives the chance to see 
Tunnidiffe and others attempt 
some of the sport’s trickiest 
shots. Every formation of stand- 
ing pins has a name, from Crys- 
tal Palace, Cocked Hat, Gates 
of Hell and Waterloo to foe 
tricky Elephant’s Arsehole. 

The winner will collect foe 
magnificent ADewarChallenge 
Shield, dating back to 1901 and 
bearing foe motto Nemo me im- 
pune lacesdi (no one attacks me 
with impunity). It’s an under- 
standable sentiment for a sport 
that involves flinging 101b lumps 
of one of foe world’s hardest 
woods. 

The London Skittles Cham- 
pionship lakes place from 6pm 
at The Freemasons Aims, Dawn- 
shire Hill, Hampstead, London 
from 6pm. Guy Tunnidiffe, tel 
0171 267 5806, would welcome 
any information relating to the 
game. 



Steve Hutchinson playing London Skittles at the Freemasons Arms in Hampstead 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Buy Saturday’s Independent 
and get the Independent on 


JUST THE TICKET: What's o n w here for the sporting spectator 


This weekend 


Sunday for 50p and read: 


Today 

BASKETBALL Women's four Countries In- 
ninaik^TaBramenSpeNhaneCdtesa.Md- 
dteseO. Engarw rate on Mfctes, Scotland and 
Ireland bi ba&leftars vereon at the ’Homeln- 


lana&anas'. EngJand ml star as tournament 
an wm face 


Pornography 
and the British 


Are we all unshockable now? 



CLASSIC MOULIN 



Starting this Sunday in Real life, part one of a 
two-pait special report on pornography 


Blake Morrison on The Shrug Factor 

Carry on Pornographing - what titillates 
the British? 

Inside Stories: a day on a pom magazine 
Jobs for the girls: women in pom 


^j>TOEPEND£OT ^INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNWY 


favourites buivm face stiff opposition during 
mo tm*-oay event- The conpedOoiYs rourxJ- 
roWn format ensures that speamis y* be able 
in worn wety tram compete on ary jrartteu- 
taday. 

RAMWs (ft* meeting* bi capitate): NEW- 
BURK Mamtwra £13; Tat®w» Saner 
Ring £3 (OAPs Mtf price). BLlfl). TWRSK: 
dub £12; Tattareals £8 lOAPs £4): Family 
Enctasure£3 (OAPs &L50). Accompanied uv 
der-16s frees. (2051. Ayr. Chili £in: Grand- 
stand £8 (GAP’s haH-price). (2.101. 


SUl&fSffAfhletjc&J S-: ; --■■■■ ■■ • •.■ antftfre use ofmeroeftins 

-Tbe.l996'Ftod .fondtm-Marattiprr. ■ 

::V-V *f r \ . . . 

this year’s evferrtisw- course t© 

,sixce»i-i^tJ6sfof)f The race fesa recofdnLTOber Xjfgjjg mwtSS 

;of39jODO entries and.Vrianwlude.tojKSaSs fHhietes ^ 3 ^S-~L£? ,675m 

from around -the gfobe:: Dionicio Ceronfefoe only-i? Itintfracre*^^ fn the capital. 


I, Scot-' 
. “HearttoHeart" race 
BRdthe use of nwroeftps to transmit apfittimes of. 
-^•theTap rim'nwtf^itDUgiout foe race. - . : 

’ ‘Charily te yArihet of .foe London . 


members of Diamond CM) £4); Viewing 
Restaurant £2550 indudng entrance and 
meal (7.0). Ma rt art Ramc Oub £12: Tat- 
taisaBs 18 tOAPs who am members of 
course's JuMee Club £4); Sflrer Wrw £5 Uo- 
blee Oub OAPs £2.50) 010) W ofcertar 
Members £12.50; TaturaaBs £&.50; Course 
£5 (OAPS £Z501 (5.45}. 


v Bette 


T om orrow 

SPBDWAtt Premier 1 — , 

Vlb; Easttxwne v Ipswich; amndon vl 
hampbon. Speedway Star Cup itrst round sec- 
one Kff Brarftord v SrtetfteW- 
FOOTBALL: EndsMflt League Rnt DMsion 
(3JJ): Derby v Bhminehani: Ganshyv StwAUW; 
ljBtaBMr<BuiMerafed:UittMV watted: Wl- 
wsfl V Otdtiam: Nnwtdi V West Brom; nxt )^le 
v Tianroere; Ponsmoutn v Barnsley; Raadingw 
Charfien; Soutfiend •J tpswetr WoiwsmanipTDn 
» Crystal Palace. Second DhWoir. B^pool 
vSwfndon; Boumemewdi v VfeteSl ;Brai«oidv 
QnstertteU; v Carfetev Bristol Cny v 

Oxfod Utd; Crewe v Rofflertnm; Nuns Coun- 
Ey v Burnley: PWWborougb » Bnsd Hones 
Sbroabuy v BrerOOtd; Snriport v Yoft; Wat- 

ram v HtA wyoombe v Swansea. Tlwd »il- 

stofc Carom V piymouih; DaringBxi v Buy: 
Doncaster v Barnet Exeter v Colchester; ^ 


ri^'lb: wir) -tire Londcm Aterafooo hwre thsm once<:^ th^yartfo^pdty few cheers 

'and wfllbe attwnptfr^ to! gain life thfrtf vfetoiy this : emma® foe«xpsnence seem Jess painful, so any 
year/.; - -m' -- .f ' v -' " • vf- : wonJs ofencouragement wiJl be weil recefved. There 

•Sgb^aigrt nations vi^ repraeented in lastyearts pbInts ator ^ ^ 
raw.iBanronn Martin and ftuiEvarfe hedd^ The lead- - ® M ^.“ «aiai the ; a«ion TMa.. 

.ingewfo of British male athletes white. 5 c 0 tjand’s’y'.As far as foe athletes are concerned, the day -will ;• 
' li t McCote&ri starts women's race iti ejtbdtent ^ wo thousand valunteerswili- 

fbhni 1 FT-. '. -.• hand out 750^00 foAtles of water and the St John 

Six of. foe "is IbrKlOT hifotafocBis have been Ww V S 

tirttteft nmnefsm date but awry top compeStor, ‘ 

- gardlessctfnstkinalfty,: wtil.be' eager ftr.successs With SOOcrfipebandagBs.and- 

;o-summw;.inABahta fastappmachlng. inn'r m _ n-- n L _, r . nr 

' New attractions liifois race Inchxfefoe ton-; 9am wst «a raec tLflipflriish »«. n th# Max. from about n.iQam 
-dan'Marathoh' Football iChalten^ (feetertn|^ u&K 




RamvVi^^;HamepoolvUna ^L£ytOTOrt- 
“ ““ a ~ k '“ ‘*" 1 ' NOfu^fll|iBXl 


entvftBsaniManafaMyHarefcid: 

v GOngram; Rochdala v Scuctiwpe: Scar- 
boraurii v (tembridfla Utd; Tonjuayv Chensr 
B«rs Soottbb t«agii« WbjartJoremv Hearts: 
Cetuc v Fblaft; wuemlan v Raith town: KM 

marnod<vPafO^Th^M«h»wdvRaneas. 

RU88Y LEAGUE Stones Super Lea®* - 
Castteftml v OMriam (G.O). 

RUGBY WWOH: OS County ChampionstHpfi- 
nat GbxjcwtetsMre v wbtmdehra (3.0 
OWUtenftam). CtS Undw-21 County Cham 
ptonsfup Rnec East MUtonds v YorKaMre 
(1230) nVrtctetfMmi- Hainehen Lca^ia 

arid Courage jmiwwnea. 

BQKHG: Bfiteh WsaanuefotTdB (tarewocB 
Joe Cdzagie (Wales. MdeO v MwhOeianey 
(WesiHartu Both filters are urbwmso 

this contest b dtfficuR w pretficL Deteney «ti 

(M hoping Wat tf» partisan crewd*« iiwjre 
him Da wcBsy. TW«a £15-WO. (Tet 01708 
788770 tor t&etOenW. 

SNOQKBtThe Emtasw Wo«dCharn*«*R) 
(CruckMe Theatre. ShefltekJ). World champi- 
on Stephen Hendry leeds the pmcand world 
ranking 1st end wn once a^rni be B» ptay- 
V to beat Itbeatmg Hendty Is ns enoufo 
IncandiB far WWte. Hfeta aid ffSuflhwi. the 
vtovwtechvfjeofEaXAOOinpnigrnon- 
eyshouSd bosttieirattEiitton. (Td; 0114 276 
9922 far Ticket information), 

BONUS!; Ertfpsft Men’s Indoor Ctwr?Mansf«JS 
(M o lton MmOray). Women's Vtow indoor 
Championsnips (Guernsey). 
cracXCT: Cambridge UnWeraiy W PwtyxJurt 
(Fenner^: (Word Uruvwsrty v MidtOesa 
(the Berks). Tetley StwM. Engand AvThe 
Rest (CJxjkrtrfanJ). 

TE»Pf>m BOWUNGr B75A Singes (Rother- 
ham). Tbs rartongevsnt oromteesaipDifi)- 
ny canpetroon owr two deys as oompetltofs 
setft ranking poms to quatiV tor the 1997 
Team Engand Squad. Supertowl 2000, 
WortWey Road. Wmbenwrth. Rotherham. 
(Tel: 01709 561336 for imofmaoom. 
FBHCM& tpBstCteWbrWCtli Senas VWxrwTs 
|pte flflm). The &msh icuid of me Vttimen’s 
Ep6a Worid Cup takes place tnb weekend at 
Northgate sports Centre. The final stags on 


Sunday are Italy to be dommatefl hr the se*- 
en strong Gentian team, headed by fet year’s 
winner GianraBiirio of Switzerland. Gem® na 
Usher wH be tettng the chalen» for Ipswich. 
Nonh&te Sports Centre, Centre Sda^te Lane 
west. Ipswich. (Tec 01473 7 U2 ill. 
lAcmsse Tf» Shapneros Fleicl|r 
rner League Titte. Stockport v Msflor (WHmakiw). 
The stage b set far another spectacular shtwt - 
out between these two teems fodamng mnr 
recent dash Bitho final or The Deny Tetegrepb 
Senior Flag* Meiior were the vanqueheo s«)e 


than and «rtfl b-3 eager to prwe to their 


fierce rivals. (Tel: 0161-445 635 
MOTOR SPORT: RAC British Touring Car 
ChoniMrahips iBiands Hatch). Top mow spert 
action over two days at this wfld tsenous track. 
One of the anrtjmig tejtures of this class of 
raong is that the ears used are easily demi- 
fia&ie as •everyday" motorcars - the anwari- 


Green Flag Uit em uUuwa l: Entfand v Croa- 
tia (WsmUey). Engand face a retd test nmt 
week when ttKVptoy hosts to a talented Croa- 
tian dde that includes Zvorwnlr Baban and 
Bvls Bssjhouie. Mutes rotren the Engand squad 
haw forced Tony Venables to male a num- 
ber of changes to his 90s. Any new menus 
Ml be eager to impress. Tckets £13-£45 aeL' 

0181-900 1234 for dcMA details). 
ATHLETICS: Watford Harriers Open &ad- 
cd Me e ting . Entry on the rtfgtt Is £LBO: far 
this nominal sum you can witness a range of 
awatine events. tiKJuangttw 100m, 400m. 
150On and 3000m. Woodade Stadium, 
Horseshoe Lane. Garsten 17 JOpm). 


lCH4fc Oub £15, Jtrtr Oub 116 - 2£Ms) £13: 
Grandstand & Paddock £12; Pam £5 (2.0). 


UMflow: Old) £14 {aocon^anted mder-lBs 
free): Tattersafla £9: Course £s (5.45). 
Perth: as Wednesday (2JJQ). Taunton: 
Members £11: Paddock £8.50: Centre of 
Course EA (530). 


CRICKET: Wednesday: One day match: 

re (me Paris). 


ends thenel Quaiifyinc Stans today at 
3-£7(Trff 


n, octets £2-£ 7 (Tec OZ474 672331). 
Eunxar V6V8 Champronshps Second round. 
A total of 15 races wd behekfoveriheiwo- 
tty awt Hkh five Eunxar races eat* day, WW) 
ad the cars powered by Ford Vfi en#nes, the 
racing Is last furious and extraniely corrpesi- 
twa. ThnMon Otcurt. Andowr, Hants. £7 - free 
entry fcrchftkw 1 fiat 01264 77269®. 
RTOTORCYCUNC: WwVj Tral Champmnyyps 

Second round (ShropsMe). The Wwun f.i.m 
trials wm r Britain. HankStDrie Park (near 
HodneU, Hne htetth. Sfamon. Stmutwe. MW 
Est6.A53/M42. 


BntehUnluerstitev Warwickshire ( 

FrWay: Benson and Hedges cup. Brtnsfi Urk- 
veisraes V Kent (The Parks): Derbyshire v 
Durban (ChaaerfleW): Gfamoopn v Essex 
1 Cardiff); taoucesrerehire v Sussex (Bristol): 
Hampshire v trefand (SouthampKn): Lancashire 
v Minor Counties (Ok) Traflord): MWtJtaex v 
Somerset {Lord's); Warwickshire v temster- 
^xre (EdgBstor); Worrastw iJi tre v ftarharp- 
lonshire (Worcester); Yorkshire v 
N«Bn0>amshirB (HeadirWey). 
MCf^fftetiweeflngs fa capdak): Moa. 
day: BOGHTOtt Curb £12 (accompaHed un- 
der-16s tree). TattenaSn £&; Sdwr Rmg £4 
nw tart (first race 2.0). Norm©- 
HAM: Out 1 03 Duitiore. 16-21 years, £ED; 


Next weekend 

POOTBAIL: Satortay: FA Cartng Premterstep 
lelfot matches). Endafei^t insurance Laaaje 
(34 matches). Ball's Scottish League (20 
matches). 

CRICKET: Am deyr Benson and Hedges 
Cup. British UrrwstiosvGtamorgm (Fenners); 
EssatvMfd*s«(Cti8lrnafcrtt:KentvSom- 
ersat (Mudstone): Lancashire w Durham (Ok) 
TrBffcnJJ; WBestwsWe v Derbyshire (Lbums- 
uri: Minor Couries v WanridoHre Desmond); 


WcfflJr#iart5«re vScodand (Trera EMt^R Sur- 
r Hampshire ( 


1 (The Fbsrert Owfl; Sussex 


rey v Han 
v Wand (Howl. 

RUCSY LEAGUE: SetwdeyrSik Cl* Oraienge 
Cup tkwl (VWmbisy): Bracftxd Bite v St Hfitens. 
SNOOKER enbany WaW Champtetsh?) 
(Crudbte Thaatre, Sheffiefcfl. 

RUGBY UMON: Satarony: fMnMran U^ne 
(12 maenad. OouraRi League (20 matthesJ. 
motor SPORTr Satnrtay: The Pirelli in- 


Plan ahead 

The 1996 Benson and Hedges Ry Rs)y 
mg Champtonship tx^ins in South 
Wales this weekend. The second of the 
10 regional hems takas place In Eng- 
land at the beginning of May at Rut- 
land Water before continuing to France, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. This 
event has now become the unofficial 
-Five N aborts' Championsh)p ,, of fly fistl- 

ing, and thfe year the most successful 
teams from England, Scotland, Wales. 
Ireland and France w(« be joined fix the 
first time by a guest team from Belgium, 
With more Chan 30,000 competitors in- 
wtwed in the prefimmarv stages, it is the 
biggest event of Its kind in the UK. 
Fettling is the most popular participa- 
tion sport in Britain with over four mil. 
tion regular anglers. Fly fishing is 
consdered the "Pr&nmrDMtton-ofBn- 
0irig and attracts indtvHuals and celebri- 
ties from ad walks of We. Clubs from ail 

ouer Britain put forward teams of six an- 
glers for the regonaJheats. The Cham- 
pionship is the only opportunity for dub 
anglers to compete in an International 
competition agplnst the worlds best. 
The fishing is done from boats in the tra- 
ditional "loch style". Each anger is 
paired wtth one from another team and 
rakes it m turn to captain the boat and 
de cide where to fish from. Fishing time 
lasts ny eight hours before each angler's 

catch is weighed and added to the com- 

bmed weight of the team. The winning 
jeaTTfsthe one wltfi the combined hea£ 
lest catch. 

ISE!"^ 500 dubs "wn 

^ Fr ‘ mce PW forward 
teams of six angers hoping to qualify 

for one of the National Ftrafe aid® 


nnvalo<WRaAy(Ca^ 
iitolessihana 


Sunday 

FOOTBALL Ehc&eigh Insurance League FwsT 
Division: Sunderlafld v Srote Cny. 

F9KW& (panftWrtrfCtip Senes Worreti 
Epto 1 1.30pm). 

MOTOR SPORT: RAC British Touring car 
Champiorehtas (Brands Hatch). Day two 
(lD.Z Sarii). 

CRJCkET: laneastwe Wtukstwe tOU Traftwfi. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 JO udMh Mated): ToeMay. 
B EntematJorraL DenmaritvScotern 16 JO) 
Fabie!, Uodo^21 mtomationaJ: 
England v Croatia 17.45) (Sunderland). 
Wednesday: Inte ma tio Ba l t itendfc g: Czech 
Hwwwic v Bepuoiie of Ireland M.Oi (Pragoei; 
Denmok v Scotland (7.15] iCopenhegtini: 
Northern Ireland v Sweden (7.30) (Bettastl; 
Swneriaral v wales (7,15) On^fto). 


£9: Paddock £6 (OAPs £4) 
(220). TbM&hr. FOLKESTONE: CU> £12 (un- 
dar-iGs free); Tattereaus la 50: course Bv 
for each occupant (2.0). 
WNTBWkCT: Qub £12: Paddock £8: Stkrer 
»ng£3^3 0201 . Chepstow; CM, £14; Tat- 


tEisafc£10 (OAPs £5). Couree £5{0APs£3) 
:Oub£il; 


'^■Wo*K»day: CATTBSCK: uuo 11* 
TattereaBs £7; Course £2.50 ftmder ISefree 
jroalendgajres) CJOi. southwol^W: 
Chib £12; tattersalls £6 (OAP members Of 
Wirttfs DramondOub£4. accomp a nied uri- 
IWO). Perth: Members £12; 
& f^«k^ £7 (OAPs & tksabW 
^ Course £i 2.40). Ttamdiiy: BEVER- 
junior Ck* (15 to 21yeor- 
DWSI£8;T«w»te£a- SAwRr^£3rC0«» 
Encteure £2: Picnic area £2 or £2 per car, 
plus £2 per ooAroant (2.10). Fontweik Oub 

5H : if^ a * ll2tolSj ^ r - cW 3)£ 2 - u0 - 

9 ef T? ™ B; Tat twabs £8 (accompanied tai- 
der-18s free); S«ver Ring £4 (2.20). Pwtht 
»5>“"e«fc%t2. 0 ). Filter: CARLISLE: CM) 
f ™ JPs & U"»r-213 13); Tanosata £B 
(OAPs & unaer.2ls £3) (2.10). SANDOWN 


mBI feature no less than sewn manufactur- 
er nthe aecwKJ iwrd of trie MoOU/top Gear 

Brush faiyChwraonshp. The wentlaatites 
aomewtih Iteyug o* some rfBntatrt's moat 
nkMK (Tet 0115 945 588S 

for jerwrS mfcrm«»rt. 

IN-LINE SKAWtt Saturday: 1996 British 
Btraira «4 jt» SfroWg Cha^ in- 
line Skating Isa breathrawr^wuaispon, ex- 
httmng«yie.speedandpower. Britain's top 
skaters wN be paTOOpeww at me rhamp- 
jonsNospsfartiRSe ’ a 3E, t *5fo ^l* 1 ® aun ®k 
iraMlnEbreaih«W5fiomendDat*apsiMr 
ranus. With fflurOlferera categories there wC 
besom«hngforspectBtoreofalla^sat£u- 
rooe’s Urgast indOMSratBpafk tn Wbkofield. 
iTd: 0151-263 0648). 

RACWS: LBCESTOfc Chib £22: TatKoalb 
e& saver Kr>&£A (accompanied imoer-l6s 

free), free g- 0 )/*** 1 

TotraraBsfB; SfcerRUAWi Coiase £3 iac- 
campanled mtder-iSs free an enclosures) 
(2.05). SANDOWN (CH4J (Mted): Oub £25, 
junta- CM» 06 - 2=W*I Grandstand & 

Paddock £15: (2.15). WOLVER- 

HMpTOfi <AW): CU3 £15; Tatters^ £6 rmp 


water in September. 

chan- 

emM champs m 


me notw chanvton in 
nett month are eU 00m- 
b«fng In this year's championship 


&5, *0 M- 12th-J 
tend fLoch L«en, ^ 'jjiggg* 

sSfMsr.ss! 


c ™piled by Alister Morgan 


Q 




fails to 
impress 


Andrew Svmonds’que«to be- 
come an England 'ftstericketer 
received a frosty response from 
Ray niingworth last night 
know hew I teh year Kid so 

far tnv feelings . .have noL 
changed." the duannan of se- 
lectors said. jt 

irfo effectively dosed 
his file on Symandsin l 
berwhen the AngkfcAnstratian 
rejected a chance to play for 
England A and chose uisieadlo 


return ‘TronKr" t6T3deendand. 
“There won’t be second 
chance for hW" tihngwoifo 
said at foe time. Bul now foe 
Birmingham-horn. A&stralian- 
raised 20-year-o?d has accept- 
ed a new tbee-year con tract 
with Gloucestershire, with 
whom he- scored 1,438 runs 
and hit a world record 20 sixes 
again Glamorgan last, season, 
ami has made himself available 
for England -if they warn him. 

The contract indudes a strin- 
gent clause insisted upon by the 
Test and County Cricket Board 
and Cricketers' Association that 
be will be avafiable /or Test 
matches if selected.’ 

Illingworth will want to study 
Symonds’ statements before 
committing himself hilly. But bis 
initial reaction confirmed that 
foe youngster wifi need 10 con- 
vince English cricket about foe 
sincerity of his motives. 

The issue could cause an 
early split among England’s 
new panel of selectors. David 
Graveney has been sympathet- 
ic towards Symonds' dual qual- 
ification dilemma, but Graham 
Gooch was critical last year of 
players appearing to fly flag$ of 
convenience. 

Symonds played for Queens- 
land but failed to win a place in 
the Australian World Cup team 
and that proved a vital factor in 
his decision to sign foe new 
Gloucestershire deaL 
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Wharf makes 
a quick 
impression 
on Atherton 


MIKE CAREY 


reports from Old Traflbrd 
Lancashire 59-3 
v \brkshlre 


There are pre-season work- 
outs and there are pre-season 
workouts. After venturing as far 
as Jamaica and Zimbabwe, re- 
spectively, to get foe feel of bat 
on ball, Lancashire and York- 
shire returned to normality 
with a vengeance yesterday. 

The weather closed in after 
only 21 overs of foeir scheduled 
three-day friendly match, ft 
was a morning for seam bowl- 
ing, if not much else, and York- 
shire's new captain David By as 
would have been gratified at foe *4& 
way his bowlers performed af- 
ter he had won a helpful toss. 

Alex Wharf, who previously 
had one first-class victim to his 
name - Brian Lara -prised out 
Mike Atherton and Steve 
Tichard in a spell of 6-3-7-2 dur- 
ing which he moved the baD 
away at a healthy pace. 

Tichard was superbly picked 

I 9t dim k> D.... i. ! .ft r . 



■ft with 


up at slip by By as himseLf from 
1 which nir 


k 

■ 


a ball r 11UUJ 

him as he aimet^ through, mid- 
wicket fold Atherton was first 
caught in two minds and then 
caught behind. And at foe oth- 
er end was the enoouragingsight 
of Darren Gough looking in 
particularly good order. 

Operating off what appeared 
to be a straighter, maybe slight- 
ly reduced run-up, he pitched 
foe ball up around off stump - 
admittedly anything else would 
have be fc&y on this pilch- and, 
although he ended wicfcetless, 
Atherton would have noted 
how often his bat was passed. 
■ Ed Smith became foe first 
player for 42 years to score a 
century on his first-class debut 
for Cambridge University when 
he. made an unbeaten 101 
against Glamorgan at Fennel's. 
South, who is registered with 
Kent, hit 13 fours in his 218-baH 




Cambridge and why the Sro 
Universities should remain as 
nurseries for first-class cricket 


? th f r I could 
” these 


have played a, 
at 18," he sai 


guys 
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Faldo falls 
short of 
expectation 



s’"” r*\'* 


££ :-v : • 



Goff • 

GEORGE JULIAN 
reports from Hilton Head 

It was something like the morn- 
ing after the night before when 
Nick Faldo returned to com- 
petitive action in the MCI Clas- 
sic here in South Carolina, 
following his magnificent victory 
in the US Masters. 

There was little doubt that 
Greg Norman, the man he 
came from six shots behind to 
beat at Augusta, was nursing the 
bigger hangover, but Faldo was 
also not quite right with a one- 
under-par 70 littered with bril- 
liant birdies and many mistakes. 

Faldo dropped only one shot 
while disposing of the Aus- 
tralian in the final round in the 
Masters last Sunday, but be 
combined six birdies with three 
bogeys and a double-bogey to 
slip four strokes behind the 
early leaders from America, 
Ken Green, Guy Boros and J im 
Furyk, who all opened with 66. 

“I made a (ot of errors,” said 
Faldo, who refused to blame fa- 
tigue for spoiling such a promis- 
ing start after a hat-trick of 
birdies from the second hole 
swiftly sent him to three under 
par. He added: “I was a little 
tired, but I played OK. My 


plan now is to keep getting the 
birdies but eliminate die errors.*’ 

Faldo must have feared the 
worst when he climbed era to the 
first tee at the Harbour Ibwn 
course to a huge greeting from 
the gallery. He skied his opening 
drive, the baD tmeffing barely 200 
yards. Even he couldn’t help 
laughing and he said: “My divot 
has gone further than the bail." 

He did rescue a par-four 
and played two superb ap- 
proaches for birdies at the sec- 
ond and third before holing 
from 14 feet for another at the 
fourth. He was twice in sand two 
holes later before a 12-footer 
found the target at the seventh 
as he went to the turn in 34. 

His fifth birdie at the 11th— 
this rime from five yards - got 
him back to three below par but 
the good work was undone at 
the next with a double-bogey six 
after his second shot dipped the 
branches of a tree and he three- 
putted. Faldo birdied the 16th 
from 25 feet but threw that ad- 
vantage back when he was 
bunkered at the next short hole. 

Sandy Lyle had four birdies 
in a level-par 71, and while the 
British golfers were working on 
the course, Norman, one of the 
late starters, was working on his 
tan, stretched out on the deck 
of his £5m yacht ‘Aussie Rules”. 



Court circular: Wimbledon’s new No 1 Court takes shape and will be ready for action at next year’s tournament 
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Sampras eyes on £392,500 prize 


Walton gains after pain 


Philip Wilton decided it was 
time to kick-start his season in 
Cannes yesterday and not even 
a sore big toe stopped him 
from doing iL 

. Walton, the man who held his 
nerve to secure the winning 
point for Europe in the Ryder 
Cup at Oak Hill last September, 
shot a six under par 65 to lie 
joint second behind Spanish 
rookie Fernando Roca, whose 
64 equalled the Royal MougLns 
course record. 

On a day when there were 


three holes- in -one - just as 
there were on the opening day 
of the Madeira Island Open 
three weeks ago - Wilton ai last 
returned to the form that 
earned him his cup debut. 

In his five previous starts 
this year, the 34-year-old Irish- 
man has earned a mere £2,480 
and he is languishing in 156th 

g lace in the Order of Merit. 

ut, despite needing some 
pain-killers before the start of 
the £400,000 event, he did 
not drop:a stroke. 


Today’s successful players be- 
come so wealthy so fast that by 
their early twenties they can re- 
ally afford to say that the quest 
for Grand Slam titles means 
more to them than the prize 
money. 

The 24-year-old Pete Sam- 
pras, already the biggest prize 
winner in the sport’s history 
with almost £15 in, will add 
£392^00 to his fortune in July 
if he wins the Wimbledon 
men's singles title for a fourth 
consecutive year. 

When Bjorn Borg achieved 
that feat in 1979. be received 
£20,000 - £7,500 less than this 
year’s increase - and the same 
the following year after making 
it five in a row (£86,500 for the 
lot). Borg considered he had 
done well enough to retire less 


Wimbledon have raised the stakes by offering ever higher 
rewards for the annual extravaganza. John Roberts reports 


than two years later, and play- 
ers have continued to profit 
along with the All England 
Club. 

In each of the past two years, 
the championships have gen- 
erated £27.9m, pre-tax, for the 
development of the British 
game, and yesterday it was an- 
nounced that the total prize 
money for this years tourna- 
ment bad been increased by 73 
per cent to £6,465.910. 

Wimbledon continues to pay 
women less than men, although 
this years women’s singles 
champion will hardly go hungry 
on £353.000, a £25,000 increase 
on Steffi Graf’s purse last July. 


Women are still given pari- 
ty at the United States Open, 
which is offering a record 
5600,000 (£408JXX)) to each an- 
gles champion at this year's 
championship, at the end of 
August, and a total of 
$ 10,894m, an increase of more 
than 10 per cent. 

The sale of debenture seats 
enables Wimbledon to fund 
ground improvements. The 
most spectacular example, a 
new No 1 Court for 1997, has 
taken shape. Yesterday, John 
Curry, the All England Club 
chairman, performed a top- 
ping out ceremony with the con- 
structors. 


Players in the lower reaches 
of the Daws Cup will have to 
get used io playing without the 
“let" service call if the In- 
ternational Tennis Federation 
adopts a recommendation to its 
annual meeting in June. It 
would mean that “let” serves 
which land in wifi have to be 
played, and those which land 
out will count as faults. 

The Davis Cup committee is 
seeking a two-year experiment 
eliminating the “let” serve for 
all zonal ties in groups three 
and four (Britain, incidentally, 
are in Group 2 of the 
Euro/African Zone ). 

A two-year study concluded 


that 85 per cent of “lets” al- 
lowed no advantage to either 
player, 10 per cent gave the serv- 
er an advantage and 5 percent 
were of benefit to tbe receiver. 

The rrFwDl also consider a 
proposal allowing Davis Cup 
captains the free use of substi- 
tutes on the third day of ties, 
irrespective of whether the 
match is still live or noL Cur- 
rently, substitutions can only be 
made when a player is injured 
or ill. “It would gel rid of 
phoney medical certificates,” 
Thomas Hall berg, the Davis 
Cup director, said. 

The Swedish Tennis Associ- 
ation has been fined £3300 for 
“alleged derogatory state- 
ments” made by team leaders 
during the 5-0 Davis Cup win 
against India in Calcutta. 




Klinsmann ban upheld 


■ 27 *!!* 


I, 


Football 


Germany are expected to be 
told tomorrow that they wfll 
have to kick off their fare 96 
campaign with two top players 
suspended. 

Uefa’s executive committee 
are set to confirm at their 
meeting in Geneva that tbe 
one-raatch bans imposed on 
Jurgen Klinsmann and Steffen 
Freund for collecting two yel- 
low cards in the qualifying 
competition will stand, despite 
German protests. It will mean 
they will miss the Germans’ 
opening Group C match 
against the Czech Republic at 
Old Trafford on 9 June. 

The Uefa executive com- 
mittee has been mmnpressed by 
the German quest to have 
bookings incurred in the qual- 
ifiers discounted for the finals. 
They have claimed that the 
hosts, England, would be going 
into the tournament with an 
their players eligible because 
they did not have to play in the 
qualifiers. 


Five other players would also 
miss their country’s opening 
games - Daniel Prodan (Ro- 
mania), Yuri Nikiforov (Russia), 
Marc Hottiger (Switzerland). 
Danny Blind (Netherlands) and 
Miguel Angel NadaJ (Spain), 
who is banned for two matches. 

A Uefa spokesman, Massimo 
Go n el la, said: “The rules are 
unlikely to be altered because 
the Germans are upseL When 
the competition was held in 
Germany in 1988 and they did 
not have to qualify, they did not 
complain then.” Uefa wiD also 
announce whether coaches can 
nominate 21 or 22 man squads 
for Euro 96. This issue has been 
discussed for the best part of a 
year, but after pressure from 
England’s coach, Terry Ven- 
ables. among others, Uefa is ex- 
pected to endorse 22-man 
squads, which wifi probably 
mean most will include a third 
goalkeeper. 

Uefa is also expected to en- 
dorse a decision that England 
will not get back the Uefa Cup 
berth it lost as punishment for 
allowing Tottenham and Wim- 


bledon to field under-strength 
sides in last summer’s Interto- 
to Cup competition. For the 
first time, the Intertoto was 
used as a p re -qualifying com- 
petition for tbe Uefa Cup and 
the organisers' hand was 
strengthened this week when 
Bordeaux who, unlike tbe Eng- 
lish clubs, took the Intertoto se- 
riously, reached the Uefa Cup 
final. It took diem 18 matches 
to do it, starting from their first 
Intertoto Cup match last June. 

A large part of the meeting 
will be taken up discussing 
changes in formats for European 
Cup competitions. The executive 
is expected to announce that all 
49 uefa members will receive at 
least one place in the Uefa Cup, 
while the losers in the prelimi- 
nary round of the European Cup 
before the Champions’ League 
competition starts wifi auto- 
matically qualify for bexths in the 
first round of the Uefa Cup. 

The expansion of the 
Champions’ League from 16 to 
24 teams, and proposals for up- 
grading the Cup-Winners' Cup, 
will also be examined. 


Conference clubs In 
control in the Trophy 


Matautia free for 
Challenge Cup final 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Despite suffering some scary 
moments last weekend, 
Macclesfield Town and North- 
wich Victoria should be able to 
secure their trips to Wembley in 
tomorrow’s second-leg ties in 
tbe semi-finals of the FA 
Umbro Ttophy. 

The two uM Vauxhall Con- 
ference teams from Cheshire 
had to come from behind in last 
Saturday’s first legs against op- 
position from tbe UniBond 
League. Macclesfield over- 
turned a first-half deficit against 
Choriey to win 3-1 at Moss 
Rose, while Northwich also 
went a goal down at Hyde but 
recovered to take a 2-1 advan- 
tage back to the Drill Field. 

History is against Hyde and 
Choriey in their quests to cause 
upsets tomorrow: the *Dophy fi- 
nal has been contested by two 
Conference dubs in eight of the 


last nine years. Only Leek, well 
beaten by Barrow in 1990, have 
represented the lower leagues 
at Wembley this decade in the 
Dophy. 

In what may have been a fi- 
nal rehearsal, Macclesfield won 
2-1 at Northwich in a league fix- 
ture on Tuesday - when most 
eyes were on the straggles of the 
top two. Stevenage retained 
their two- point lead (with a 
game in hand) over Wakmg, but 
both sides tiad to cam then- 
points the hard way. 

Stevenage trailed from the 
Uth minute at Kettering but 
were rescued by goals from the 
Conference's top scorer, Barry 
Hayles, in the 69th and 80th 
minutes. Woking also won 2-1, 
at home to Farnborough, de- 1 
spite going a goal down with just 
16 minutes remaining. The 
Cards drew level thanks to an 
Sind- minute own goal and, two 
minutes later, Darren Adams 
grabbed what could be a vital 
winner. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


St Helens’ Western Samoan 
forward, Vila Matautia, will be 
able to play in the Challenge 
Cup final after escaping with a 
one-match punishment for bis 
sending-off against Bradford 
Bulls last Sunday. 

Tbe disciplinary committee 
ruled that Matautia had raised 
his forearm to Bradford’s Simon 
Knox, but that minimal contact 
had been made. He will miss 
Sunday’s match at Halifax but, 
like the Bulls’ Sonny Nickle, 
who was placed on report in tbe 
same match, is clear to play at 
Wembley next Saturday. 

The Leeds forward, George 
Mann, has been suspended for 
three matches after being cited 
on video evidence by the 
League’s management com- 
mittee over a high, late tackle 
in tbe defeat at Oldham. 

Mann’s ban starts with Sun- 


day’s game at home to Sheffield 
E agles, when Leeds will also be 
without the injured Mick Shaw 
and Nefi Hannon from their 
pack. Their new signing from 
New Zealand, Nathan Picchi, 
will come into consideration. 

Wigan's Great Britain winger, 
Jason Robinson, has asked for 
a transfer after failing to get his 
contract improved, Robinson, 
who is due to join the Australian 
Rugby League when his cootract 
expires in June 1997, has failed 
to persuade the dub to revise his 
current deaL 

The player has said that he 
might not play m tonight’s match 
against Bradford Bulls because 
of a neck iiqury sustained in last 
weekend'svictoiy at Castleford. 
Tbe board wffl discuss his request 
today or t o morrow. 

Bradford, in their last match 
before Wembley, welcome back 
Jeremy Donougher to their 
side after his recovery from the 
neck injury that he suffered at 
Sheffield on Good JFriday. 




sport 

Silva in 
good 
Mexican 
company 

Athletics 

mike rowbottom 


This Sunday’s London 
Marathon vrill be of pressing in- 
terest to the 500 inhabitants of 
Ibcomite, in the Mexican state 
of Vfera Cruz. Depending on the 
result, there could be a water 
supply in it for them. 

Two years ago, German Silva 
became Tfecomite’s most famous 
son in winning tbe New York City 
marathon, and when asked by a 

Kould like to mark the 
achievement, he requested that 
his home village be given elec- 
tricity. And la, it came to pass. 

When be retained his New 
York title last November, the 
president of Mexico got on the 
phone to him, but Silva’s next 
suggested project - water on tap 
to replace the current options 
of collection from wells or the 
nearby river -was not taken up. 
If he can maintain his winning 
run on Sunday, however, his 
claim will be hard to resist 

To do that, the personable 
Mexican will have to overcome 
tbe challenge of the only roan to 
have run the distance in under 
2hr 8 min twice, Vincent 
Rousseau of Belgium, and his 
fellow countryman Dionicio 
Ceron, who is on for an un- 
precedented hat-trick of London 
victories. 

Like Ceron, the son of a poor 
Mexican farmer, Silva also 
knows what it is like to be at the 
bottom of the socio-economic 
scale. As a youngster, he 
worked with his father on an or- 
ange plantation, lugging up to 
100 kilograms of fruit at a time 
on his back. “That is why I didn’t 
grow so much," he said with a 
broad smile. “And why I am 
strong in my legs.” 

He may not be the only Mex- 
ican runner to emerge in that 
fashion. As part of the mass en- 
try races which he now sponsor 
in his home region, he donates 
a prize to the winner of a 500 
metres race in which all com- 
petitors cany 100kg of oranges 
on their backs... 

SQva's first experience of the 
marathon, in Rotterdam four 
years ago, was an unhappy one, 
as he failed to finish. But com- 
ing third in London in 1994 ban- 
ished the doubts he was 
beginning to harbour about the 
distance. “That made roe realise 
that I could be one of the best 
marathon runners in tbe 
world,” he said. 

When the Mexicans meet 
for only their second marathon 
together on Sunday, Tecomite's 
inhabitants will be keeping then- 
fingers crossed- And when they 
watch the television highlights, 
whatever the result, they will 
know who to thank. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

173 


The goals that the BJackbum 
Rcweis and England striker, 
Alan Shearer, has scored at 
club level since breaking 
into senior football with 
Southampton . in the 
1987/88 season. His four 
seasons with Rovers have 
produced 130 goals. 
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Uoyd returns to duty 


Keith 


the 19 

rEMW^tt«ESOFHal . 

on LondonsKM • V >j% 


— mu u • Brwjgia , • ••:_ 

Botham beaten but Gooch joins panel 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 

At long last, the final two selec- 
tors have been selected. What 
has seemed like an eternity of 
fantastical speculation over two 
relatively unimportant positions 
ended yesterday at Loro's when 
Graham Gooch and David 
G raven ey joined the selection 
committee. They beat off six oth- 
er nominees including a vocif- 
erously supported Ian Botham. 

As the Test and County 
CrickeL Board’s choice, chosen 


from the 40 votes cast (two from 
each of the IS counties, as well 
as the MCC and Minor Coun- 
ties), they will now join the 
^airman. Ray Illingworth, the 
England captain, Michael 
Atherton, ana the new coach, 
David Lloyd, on the committee. 

With typical hubris however, 
the TCCB refused to release a 
breakdown of the votes when the 
results were announced yester- 
day. Botham, not without a tinge 
of irony, said he felt sure it was 
M a fair and democratic vote". 

This almost perpetual ma- 
sonic-like secrecy over what 


has been the fust of the season's 
red herrings does a very public 
game a disservice, and will al- 
low those discontent over Both- 
am's non-selection to keep the 
issue rumbling on. 

If it does, it wiD be more sus- 
guided than remedial- Selecting 
can be a mundane job requiring 
both diligence and patience, 
combining long hours of watch- 
ing with having one’s ear bashed 
by overzealous county commit- 
tee men, who believe their dub 
stalwarts have been long over- 
due a run in the England side. 

It is often a thankless task and 


until recently an invisible one. 
Botham is .no stranger to help- 
ing good causes, but watching 
endless hours of cricket with 
only a minimal say at the end 
erf it would test even his pro- 
claimed new found love of 
watching the game, lb say noth- 
ing of the confix^ it would bring 
to his media roles. 

As a former colleague re- 
cently commented, he would be 
brilliant at getting some decent 
wine to the table for selection 
meetings and pre-Tfest dinners, 
but bored rigid otherwise. 

The same cannot be said of 


Gooch (though he too likes fine 
wine), who apart from being re- 
cently involved with England is 
stiH playing county cricket His 
love for the game has forced 
him to be more methodical 
and analytical in his approach 
to playing longer at the top. ■ 
While this may have annoyed 
those who prefer David Gow- 
er's more cavalier approach, no 
one can doubt his honourable 
intentions and his diligence wtfl 
serve the selection panel well 
The only caveat remains a lo- 
gistical one over the time ap- 
portioned to his dual roles of 


key Essex player and England 
selector, a conundrum Gooch 
believes will be solved by a bit 
of “give and take on all sties”. 

“In principle, I believe in a 
broad spectrum of views, and 
bavinganotfajeraansiit player on 
the nsmrf bfthw rfrat" CVmeh said 




yesterday, .unlike the Aus- 
tralians though, Iwbei^^ 
the captain should be the “main 
man” m selection, with the oth- 
er selectors there to feed infor- 
mation andsonnri ideas off him. 


to the Engbtri causey Gooch is de- 
fi ghted the ommties have allowed 


^SSES***** 

the south and Grawney from 
the west neatly balances th 
northern flavour^ Aw 
Politically, however, thes^_ 
tion of Graveney, who recent 
ly opposed Illingworth as 


chairman of sel^fc. before 
wdth drawing his narfe, may not 
prove to be ah entirely friction- 

free zone. . - 

By not giving him the selec- 
tors he wantsin Brian Bolus and 
John Edrich. the counties are 
firing a warning shot across 
Illingworth’s bows. His power 
has waned share the flfcnd Cup 
and the system has reverted 
back to the one when Gooch 
was captain- of -England. 
Whether or not it can now turn 
England into a competitive and 
consist ere ream remains to be 
seen. 


Clubs lose 
patience 
with Brittle 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

England's top clubs have final- 
ly lost patience at the failure of 
the Rugby Football Union to 
agree a meeting with them to 
thrash out who runs the game 
at the top level. 

‘•Son it out or gel out” was the 
message Donald Kerr, the chair- 
man of the English Profession- 
al Rugby Union Clubs, delivered 
yesterday to Cliff Brittle, his op- 
posite number on the RJFU ne- 
gotiating committee. 

Topics such as television rights, 
sponsorship and the structure of 
the season must be discussed, and 
time is running out The mora- 
torium on professionalism ends 
on 6 May, after that it is every 
man (and club) for himself But 
despite a stated preference by 
Brittle (and by extension, the 
RFU) to sort things out quickly 
there have been no meetings be- 
tween the sides this week, nor are 
any planned for next. 

“We have tried to arrange a 
date this week,” Kerr said, “but 
Brittle told us his diary is too 
full. He has no sense of urgency 
and we are vety concerned. In 
fact we are very angry. The 
game is going to come out ter- 
ribly damaged. This guy is stop- 
ping the whole process. 

“If we could sit down with 
RFU president Bill Bishop and 
secretary Tony Hallelt, this 
whole thing would be sorted out 
in five minutes. Brittle is trying 
to be president, chairman and 


chief executive and it's unhealthy 
and wrong for English rugby.” 

There was supposed to have 
been one get-together this week 
mediated by leading England 
players. There have been de- 
tractions, not least the RFUs 
own declaration of indepen- 
dence from the Five Nations 
committee regarding negotia- 
tion of broadcasting rights. There 
is also the rumoured split in the 
ranks following the co-opting of 
Bishop on to the REITs com- 
mittee which is supposed to be 
negotiating with the chibs. There 
are suggestions that Brittle is so 
opposed to Bishop that he may 
not let the president attend all the 
meetings with the top clubs. 

Meanwhile, following de- 
mands by Pilkington Cup final- 
ists Bath and Leicester for more 
money for the 4 May showdown 
at Twickenham there are sug- 
gestions that the RFU is con- 
sidering raising the price of the 
Cup final programme from 
£2.00 to £3.00. Programme sales 
are expected to be about 70 per 
cent of the sell-out 75,000 crowd. 

But before the finalists, who 
were reported want around an 
extra £10,000 above the £40,000 
put up by Pilkington, start rub- 
bing their hands, the RFU mar- 
keting director, Richard Field, 
yesterday denied that the price 
hike would be as high. 

■ Francois Pienaar, who cap- 
tained South Africa to Wood 
Cup victory, wflJ lead the Bar- 
barians against Ireland in a fund- 
raising “Peace International” at 
Lansdowne Road on 18 May. 



Willie Carson on Alhaarth (right) is beaten by a neck by John Rektfs mount Beauchamp King in the Craven Stakes at Newmarket 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Newmarket 

Reputations perish quiddy in this 

weekoftte racing season, a phe- 
nomenon known in the sport as 
bubbles bursting. Yesterday the 
Hindenburg fell to earth here. 

Alhaarth, the short-priced 
favourite for both the 2,000 
Guineas and Derby, was beat- 
en for the first time m his career. 
Another supposed reincarnation 
of Rsgasus had crash landed. 
Dick Hem's colt failed by only 
a neck in the Craven Stakes and 
is still (he market leader for both 


Classic favourite Alhaarth falters 


Classics, but any thought that an 
extra boot is bang knocked up 
in racing’s pantheon can now be 
dispelled. He cannot be a won- 
der horse after this. 

There have been plenty of 
shocks this week when, tradi- 
tionally, the flashy dans of the 
gallops try to confirm their 
credentials on the anvil of 
racecourse competition. 

Beforehand, Alhaarth cer- 
tainly looked the part. Milky 
splashes on bis forehead and 


snout distinguished the bay 
colt, as did his gleaming bide, 
which bad the nch shine of the 
managing, director’s desk. Tfro- 
y ear-olds are meant to grow 
like bamboo over their third 
winter, but, perhaps tellingly, 
Alhaarth looked little different 
from the animal who recorded 
five straight successes last year. 

He was familiarly eager on 
the racetrack too, tossing his 
head extravagantly, as Rio Du- 
vida tugged the small field 


along. Two furlongs out, Willie 
Carson initiated fas bolt for 
home, but he was soon collared 
by the grey shape of Beauchamp 
King. “I was travelling so well 
that I knew when Willie kicked 
he was not gping to go far 
away,” John Reid, Beauchamp 
King’s jockey, reported later. 

Alhaarth engaged combat in 
pleasing manner bat he was 
never going to get back, and by 
the time he returned a cathedral 
silence had descended on Hern 


and his team. In his flat cap, 
anorak and mittens the Major 
looked like someone in his shed 
at the allotments. The words 
were brave but the look was of 
a man who had just had his 
tomatoes visited by blight He 
ran a good race and Tra quite 
happy to be back here in a fort- 
night,” Hern said. “That will 
have done him good and that 
was the whole object of running, 
to give him the benefit of a race." 

There were worrying signs 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


for those who have the big ante- 
post prices about Alhaarth. 
however. The colt was not ex- 
actly puffing like an athlete with 
improvement to come (“he 
wouldn't have blown a match 
out,” said Herat and he was 
subjected to the hardest race of 
his life, absorbing several meaty 
smacks from Carson. “I 
wouldn't want to be tying down 
on that side tonight” the jock- 
ey said. 

Carson was not entirely dis- 
spirited. “I’ve got a great 
chance of beating rhat grey 
horse ” he said, “but whether ’ 
that’s good enough to win the. , 
Guineas is another matter." ■ 
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Thursday’s Solution 


SIHBD0GH2 QBBSBHEJ 
□ BBDQBHQ 
DQQHHDB EEHEIISffl 
aBHBHOEE 
13OSBBHQ0Q SQQBO 
0 0 Q BHD 
BHQaH BBBDDffiOCIE 

□ H III B 

BHQHBBSQB QBDHS 
asm Q LI E 
015000 002J00BS0O 
QQHnClHQB 
aaciEaflB 111300000 
B0H0H0BQ 
ranRHreroa bobiubbo 


ACROSS 25 Where we see candidates for 

7 Soft rolls half finished? Dash! the vertically c halleng ed joust- 
ing tournaments? (5, 5) 

on dole such char- 26 A ruler with end broken oil, 
e in need of train- but having similar properties 

(4) 

g. try to caich (8) 

sis temporary ac- DOWN _ 

n, it's obvious (6) 1 Basic instincts evident in 

>bm before (6) France? Goodness! ( 10) 

reed with pie lead- 2 Roush direction riven by 


acters may be m need of train- 
ing not 

10 After bowling, try to caich (8) 

1 1 Old man needs temporary ac- 
commodation, it’s obvious (6) 

12 Stick had broken before (6) 

13 Inordinate greed with pie lead- 
ing to extraction? (8) 

15 Areas of natural beauty where 
Citizen leaves car? (S, 5) 

18 Businessman intended to re- 
cruit church member and bus- • 
band |'8) 

20 Habit rife in the sixties? (6) 

22 Dickensian character’s painting 
kept in studv (6) 

24 Waiting io tic wings, specula- 
tor's put in reduced bid (8) 



Maybe, given that the new den- 
im-style away shirt was the talk 
of Tyneside, it was destined to 
be a night for the status quo. 
The latest, identical wins for 
Manchester United and New- 
castle not only left the champ- 

rCT^e^nerves in the rival 
camps to be as frayed as a bat- 
tered pair of jeans. 

In theory, a 10-day break for 
international week allows both 
contenders to summon their 
strength for the eight-day peri- 
od that should decide the title. 
In practice, the hiatus may 
merely tighten the mental man- 
gle by leaving the two Uniteds 
to mull over the possibilities, 
among which a play-off ranks 
ever more highly. 

Kevin Keegan admitted that 
Newcastle were feeling the beat 
after the 1-0 defeat of South- 
ampton, while Ales Ferguson's 
remarks after Manchester Unit- 
ed’s close shave against 10- 
man Leeds suggested his team 
were not the only ones showing 
the strain. 

As Keegan confirmed, psy- 
chology is a major factor at this 
stage. "That’s why the six inch- 
es between the ears are impor- 
tant. We guts it out again. 


Phil Shaw looks forward to an intriguing 
and tense run-in for the Premiership title 

though I have to say that David Forest’s Frank Clark and Steve 
Batty again showed that he Stone, will emerge in the in- 
doesn't seem to be feeling any term But, to judge by Wednes- 
pressure.He s done it all before, day, the tussle will go to the last 
and 1 honestly don't think we’d kick of the regular season and 
have held in there without him.” possibly beyond. 

On a night when even Peter It was tit-for-tat stuff, right 
Beardsley could not master the down to Keegan’s relief that 
tension. Batty’s confident, eco- Manchester United did not pile 
nomical passing proved he has on the goals after Leeds had to 
more to offer than a pit-bull hand Lucas Radebe the goal- 


though I have to say that David 
Batty again showed that he 
doesn't seem to be feeling any 
pressure.He s done it all before, 
and 1 honestly don't think we’d 
have held in there without him.” 

On a night when even Peter 
Beardsley could not master the 
tension. Batty’s confident, eco- 
nomical passing proved he has 
more to offer than a pit-bull 
presence. 

Ftxguson, likewise, was strug- 
gling to explain a spirited show 
by Batty’s old colleagues, ask- 
ing why Leeds only played to 
their potential against his side. 
They should be in the top six, 
he argued, and were “cheating 
the manager” by not being so. 

This cocktail of complaint, 
compliment and paranoia was 
probably designed to embarrass 
Leeds into similar commitment 
at home to Newcastle a week on 
Monday. Manchester United 
could be six points dear again by 
then, provided they beat Not- 
tingham Forest the day before. 

Fresh intrigue, sum as the 
likely return of Tbny Yeboah 
and the Geordie solidarity of 


sley had missed a penalty. 

“Nothing’s changed, really,” 
the Newcastle manager said as 
the bookies retained Manches- 
ter United as 4-9 favourites and 
Newcastle at 13-8. “The onus is 
still on us. We've got the extra 
game but only one of our three 
is at home. If you balanced it up 
on a set of scales, it would stand 
even.” 

And if it all stands even at the 

final whistle on 5 May, the 
play-off will be a reality. Kee- 
gan laughed off the prospect, 
saying: “I won’t be there. I’ll be 
on my holidays. I’m off to Mar- 
bella with Alex. We’ll have a 
game of golf to decide H.” 


Rough direction given 
nhrtnm? ffil 


on given by 14. Tales again circulating in uni- 
versity (4. tJ) 

_ flying around cx- 16 Walk round a place like Oxford 
arise lainbMory medianism -mostly, it’s quici (8) 

17 If one’s mveiried into alliance, 
ep a piano in out- one won’t fight (8) 

19 Records answer North Amcri- 
st be difficult for can nupQ's entered (6) 


England call-up Villa’s Wright 


4 Planned to keep a piano in out- 
house 16 ) „ 

5 To get car must be difficult tor 

person in modest dwelling (8) 


6 List not filled out? (4) untied - it's in 

9 fa whidi exotic dancers appear 23 Pine extract av: 


1 a law over- 
topped &3j 

able in sachet 


THE FRANKLIN SCRAMBLE 


tor’s put in reduced bid (8) animated? (5, 8) (4) 


ilafce tfce kHgext wonl yew caa from AOtflyiAHLA Tharsday'^ ScratarMe: GAFEIEBIA 


Win a Franklin Pocket Spellmaster worth over £25 

CALL 0891 311017 

lb enter, phone US9J 311 Q17hefore midrightwilh the answers to the fast three s^ utk ms across and do wn. Le ave 
tout answers, you name, address and daytime todephone. winners will be sefeded from a0 correct entries received. 
No cash alternative. Normal Newaaper Publishing roles apply. Edrtofs tkaswc b tfoaL Werners names ran be ob- 


No cash alternative. Normal Newsapa>ubfahing rules apply. Edhpfe derision isfogL Wingers names ran bee*, 
tained by sentfina an SAE to Frmmm Independent Crossword, 7 Windmill Business Village, Bmoklands dose, 
Sunbury ' TW16 TOY, Calls cost 39p per ajmute cheap rate, 49p per minute aB other times. 


Alan Wright was yesterday 
called up by England as the list 
of withdrawals for next Wednes- 
day's home game against Croa- 
tia continued to grow. 

The Aston VQJa left-back 
stepped up after an ankle injury 
ruled out Phil Neville. The 
Manchester United defender 
joined Newcastle’s Les Ferdi- 
nand (broken toe) and Robert 
Lee (AdtiDes), phis Blackburn’s 
Alan Shearer (groin) on the ca- 
sualty list 

The tail for reinforcements 
by the England coach, Terry 
Vbnabies, is likely to be followed 
today by Mick McCarthy, who 


lost four more members of his 
Republic of Ireland squad to 
face the Czech Republic in 
Prague. Out went Leeds' Gaiy 
Kelly and Liverpool’s Jason 
McAteer(both knee), and Vil- 
la’s Steve Staunton (ankle). 
Marseille’s Tony Cascarino was 
given permission to pull out be- 
cause of pressing club commit- 
ments in France. 

'Wales did not escape, either, 
with a hamstring sidelining the 
Bolton striker Nathan Blake for 
the trip to Switzerland. 

The Aston Vflla defender 
Gary Charles is expected to be 
out of action for a year after 


suffering a broken and dislo- 
cated left ankle. However, 
Charles - injured in Wednes^ 
day’s 1-1 home draw with West 
Ham United - is expected to 
make a complete recovery. 

Contingency plans have been 
laid for a single match play-off 
on a neutral ground should 
Newcastle and Manchester 
United finish level on points, 
goal difference and goals scored 
at the end of the season. It 
would take place after the FA 
Cup final on 11 May and before 
the European Championship fi. 
nals, which begin on 8 June. 
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IS TBEF1BST THINS M MY 
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“I'm careful with money. 

I rang AA Insurance. 

They gave me the best quote, 
I didn’t pay over the odds,” 




AA I Home 
1 Insurance 


twm. Retard ttHumEsfM.gstyci tt 
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